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This wartime cartoon treated the prablem of escape from Germanyina
rather light hearted manner, however, the majority of aircrews shot
down over Germany spent long months in Garman POW camps. {Noe-
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Until the United States entered the Second World War, the bur-
den of The Strategic Bombing of Germany had fallen on England’s
Royal Air Force Bomber Command. The enormous losses suffered
by Bomber Command during the early stages of the war led British
planners to shift from daylight bombing to night bombing. Night
bombing meant that some targets could not be struck with the preci-
sion needed to guarantee a lasting interruption of war production.
During the short summer nights a number of strategic targets in
Southern Germany and Northern Italy could not be reached from
England during the hours of darkness and therefore could not be
bombed at all.

The United States Army Air Force (USAAF) Eighth Bomber
Command was established in England on 28 January 1942 and
immediately began planning a campaign of strategic daylight preci-
sion bombing of German industrial targets. USAAF planners felt
that the heavily armed four-engined Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress
and Consolidated B-24 Liberator bombers were capable of protect-

A Boeing B-17G-45-BO Flying Fortress (42-97246) later assigned to the
91st Bomb Group was lost on 29 March 1944, — on its first combat mis-
sion over Germany. The 91st Bomb Group suffered more losses than
any other Group assigned to Eighth Bomber Command. (Boeing)

ing themselves over German occupied Europe in daylight without
fighterescorts.On 17 August 1942, twelve Boeing B-17s from the 97th
Bomb Group flew the first Eighth Bomber Command raid against
occupicd Europe. The target was the Rouen-Sotteville marshalling
yard in France. The mission was a success and all aircraft returned
safely to England. This was the modest beginning of what would
become the Combined Strategic Bombing Campaign against Hitler's
Festung Europa (Fortress Europe).

RUGGER BUGGY, a B-24D-5-CO (41-23819) flown by Major James E.
O’Brien was lost on 14 May 1943 over Kiel. The 44th Bomb Group, “The
Flying Eightballs”, lost a total of 153 Liberators in combat over Europe,
more than any other B-24 group. (Tony North)




The USAAF Ninth Air Force was formed in the deserts of North
Africa during June of 1942 to assist the British against the Deutsches
Afrika Korps (DAK). On 12 June 1942, thirteen B-24Ds of the ‘Halpro’
Detachment flew the first Ninth Bomber Command mission against
Europe, attacking the Ploesti oil refineries in Romania. On 2 July the
B-24s were joined by B-17Es of the 9th Bomb Squadron in an attack
on German installations around Tobruk.

The Desert Air Force grew steadily and by August P-40 fighters,
B-24D heavy bombers, and B-25 Mitchell medium bombers were in
action, bombing Rommel’s strong points, and targets in Sicily, Greece
and Italy. After fifteen months of operations in the Desert, the Ninth
Air Force was transferred to England, being replaced in North
Africa by the Twelfth Air Force.

The Twelfth Air Force first saw action on 7 November 1942, dur-
ing Operation Torch, the Invasion of North Africa. The fledgling
Twelfth drew heavily on the growing resources of the Eighth Air
Force in England. B-17s, P-38s and Spitfires from seven different
groups were sent to North Africa, followed by B-25 and B-26 medium
bomber Groups. The 97th Bomb Group , which had pioneered
operations in Europe, flew its first raid in its new theater of operations
on 16 November, against targets at Bizerte. On 1 November 1943,
another reorganization transferred six heavy bomber groups and
three P-38 Lightning Fighter Groups to the Fifteenth Air Force, the
last numbered US Air Force established in the European Theater of
Operations (ETO). The Twelfth then became the tactical component
in the Mediterranean Theater of Operaions (MTO), equipped with
B-25 Mitchell and B-26 Marauder medium bombers and C-47 Skyt-
rain transports.

The Fifteenth Air Force began operations against targets in Italy
during early November, followed by a raid on the Messerschmitt
Werke at Wiener-Neustadt near Vienna, Austria. During mid-Novem-
ber, the Fifteenth moved to airfields in Southern Italy, becoming the
first American Command to fly missions against Axis targets from
the European continent.

The Eighth Air Force in England had continued to build strength
and operational experience concentrating on targets in France and
the Low Countries. On 27 January 1943 Eighth Bomber Command
flew its first mission against Nazi Germany when [ifty-five B-17s
bombed their secondary target — Wilhelmshaven. The precision
daylight attacks on German heavy industry, refineries, aircraft plants,
and the German transportation system played havoc on the Ger-
mans, but the Americans paid a high price; more than 400 heavy
bomber were lost over occupied Europe during the first year of
operations. A serious concern for Eighth Bomber Command was
the lack of fighter escort. German fighter defenses had proven far
stronger than believed and the theory that bombers could defend
themselves against determined fighter attacks had finally been aban-
doned. Bad weather and fighter attacks broke apart the tight combat
box formations and once separated, the bombers became easy prey
for the Luftwaffe. The Lufiwaffe’s primary fighters, the single-engined
Messerschmitt Bf 109, Focke Wulf Fw 190, and twin-engined Messer-
schmitt Bf 110 Zerstorer and Me 410 Hornisse wreaked havoc among
the formations of Fortresses and Liberators; flak was a constant
danger and even if an aircraft survived a hit, by either flak or fighters,
the damage would often take days or even weeks to repair. Even with
the USAAF’s extensive supply and maintenance system the num-
bers of aircraft needed or a maximum effort mission was hard to
maintain.

The summer of 1943, was the peak of Luftwaffe fighter strength —
the glory days. Eighth Air Force missions to Schweinfurt, Regensburg,
Stuttgart and Oschersleben cost the Eighth staggering numbers of
bombers and crews. These battles, however, had cost the Lufiwaffe
the cream of their experienced pilots. These pilots were replaced by
young inexperienced pilots, some of which went into action fresh
from flight training. The Germans were constantly able to replace
their hardware losses, but the lack of experienced pilots became an
increasingly critical factor as the air war progressed.

The Americans steadily grew in strength, assigning new Groups
to both the Strategic and Tactical Forces in Europe. During 1944, the
long legged North American P-51D Mustang was introduced into

The cumbersome but heavily armed Messerschmitt Bf 110G-2/R-6 Zes-
térer was deadly against unescorted USAAF bomber formations over
the Reich. When high performance escort figh ters began accompany-
ing the bombers deep into Germany, the Zerstérer Geschwadern (Des-
troyer Units) began suffering enormous losses. (Heinz J. Nowarra)
. . ——
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The Messerschmitt Bf 109G remained the mainstay of the Luftwaffe
throughout the war. A late model Bf 109G-14 of JG 3 taxies out for an
interception mission during late Summer of 1944. By 1944 the ‘Gustav’
was completely outclassed by the North American P-51D Mustang, the
Eighth Air Force’s primary escort fighter. (Heinz J. Nowarra)
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A Focke Wulf Fw 190A-3 with the Tazelwurm insignia of Il Gruppe, JG 1
on the cowling prepares for a sortie during the Spring of 1942. American
gunners often misidentified the radial engined Fw 190 and radial engined
P-47 Thunderbolt. White identification stripes were added to the wings
and tail surfaces of Thunderbolts so gunners would not fire on their own
escorts. (Heinz J. Nowarra)



Sach ¥ Ap oAy
e B
g wi
Ko e
PRI SN

88MM Flak batteries along the coast line were the first line of German
ground based air defenses. German anti-aircraft guns remained a serious
threat throughout the war. Even if a bomber survived a flak hit, the
damage usually required extensive repairs, reducing the number of
bombers available for the next mission over Germany. (Heinz J.
Nowarra)

combat, providing the bombers with an escort fighter capable of
accompanying them over their entire route.

Like an aerial sledgehammer the Strategic Bombing Campaign
pounded the Nazi War Machine to pulp, destroying vital oil depots
and hydro-chemical plants, until Germany slowly ran out of fuel.
Fighters often sat idle on German airfields — their fuel tanks dry.

Flakhelfers (Anti-aircraft gun assistants) were usually fifteen and six-
teen year old high school students. Flakhelfer's were first used actionin
February of 1943, and by VE Day, some 200,000 were in service with the
Luftwaffe and Kriegsmarine. Every teenager in action on the home front
released a soldier for duty on the front lines. (Willy Radinger)

Dresden, more than any other German city, has come to represent the
destruction wrought by the Allied bombing campaign. Thousands were
killed by the fire storms that swept through Dresden after the combined
RAF/USAAF raid. The RAF raided Dresden the night of 12/13 February
1945 and the USAAF raided the city the following afternoon. (Deutsche
Fotothek Dresden)
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The Targets

The goal of the Royal Air Force and USAAF Combined Strategic
Bombing Campaign was the destruction of the German industrial
base and the dislocation of the civilian population. Heavy industry,
aircraft production, oil, and petrochemical facilities in the Third
Reich were the primary targets. It was felt that destruction of these
industries, together with disruption of the German transportation
system, would bring about Germany’s collapse. The Germans placed
a number of important plants deep in the Reich, heavily defended
by flak and fighters. Attacks against such important industrial facil-
ities such as the oil refineries at Ploesti, the IG-Farbenindustrie
Hydrogenute Plants at Merseburg and Pélitz, as well as fighter pro-
duction centers at Regensburg and Oschersleben always resulted in
heavy losses on both sides. During the early stages of the bombing
campaign, German fighters proved to be the worst enemy of the
American bombers. As a result, both the Eighth and Fifteenth Air
Forces flew a number of raids specifically targeted against the fighter
aircraft production plants at Augsburg, Wiener-Neustadt, Leipzig,
Kassel, Bremen, Gotenhafen, Danzig, and Marienburg. Daimler-
Benz and BMW engines for the fighters were built at Stuttgart,
Munich-Allach, Steyr, Berlin-3pandau, and Brunswick with these
factories becoming high priority targets.

These Type BR 52 locomotives await delivery to the Deutsche Reichsbahn.
Some 6,575 locomotives were built during the Second World War. Des-
truction of the German railway network and locomotive production
centers were one of the priorities of the Allied Combined Bombing
Campaign. (Krauss-Maffei Archives)

The destruction of the Nazi oil industry was another important
targetof the Allied Strategic Bombing Campaign. After the outbreak
of World War II, Romania became the sole supplier of crude oil to
the Third Reich. Long before Adolf Hitler had come to power, the IG
Farbenindustrie established a Hydrogentue-Plant that transformed
pit coal into synthetic fuel. A number of such plants supplied both
the Wehrmacht and Lufiwaffe with fuel, including Hydrierwerke at
Politz, Braunkohle-Benzin AG at B6hlen, BASF at Ludwigshafen-
Oppenau, Sudetenldndische Treibstoffwerke AG at Brux in Czechos-
lovakia, and the Oberschlesische Hydrierwerke AG at Blechhammer.
Destruction of these targets was considered imperative.

The U-Boat pens on the French coast at La Pallice, Brest,and La
Rochelle were early high priority targets in the bombing campaign.
The Kriegsmarine U-Boat force had been highly successful in its

The final assembly line for Focke Wulf Fw 190 fighters at the AGO fac-
tory at Oschersleben. Allied bombing attacks against this vast Focke
Waulf plant would reduce it to a gutted, roofless storage and repair depot
for damaged aircraft. (Willy Radinger)
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BMW 801 radial engines used to power the Fw 190 fighter are undergo-
ing final assembly at the Bavarian Motor Works at Munich-Allach. Such
plants became high priority targets when the commander of the USAAF,
General H.H. Arnold ordered the Eighth Air Force to “...Destroy the
enemy air force, wherever you find them, in air, on the ground and in the
factories...”. (Bavarian Motor Works)

The Leuna-Werk synthetic oil production center at Merseburg refined
coal into liquid fuels and lubricants for the Luftwaffe and Wehrmacht.
The destruction of synthetic oil centers was one of the most important
goals of the Combined Bombing Campaign. (Firmenarchiv Hoechst)
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attacks on British and American convoys causing great losses in
ships and supplies. The German submarine production centers at
Kiel, Vegesack, Liibeck and Danzig were also on the target lists of
both the USAAF and RAF during 1943.

German heavy industry produced a never ending flow of tanks,
vehicles, locomotives and guns for the German war machine and
Allied forces placed a high priority on halting or at least interrupting
this production. Factories producing ‘Panther’ and ‘Tiger’ tanks
were attacked at Brunswick, Brandenburg, Munich, Niirnberg, Mann-
heim, and Essen. The German railroad industry also came in for its
share of attention and the locomotive production centers for the
Kriegslokomotive Baureihe 42 and Baureihe 52 at Kassel, Berlin, and
Chrzanow were bombed repeatedly.

The disruption of the German transportation system played an
important role in Allied planning. Strategic bridges and railway
junctions were attacked regularly and seriously hampered German
efforts to re-supply front line units. Railway stations were often
selected as targets of opportunity by the both the 8th and 15th Air
Forces whenever the primary target could not be bombed. The most
important railway junctions of the Reichshahn (German Railway)
were at Hamm, Miinster, Saarbriicken, Belfort, Munich, Koblenz,
Kassel, Bolzano and Angers. By early 1945 the shipment of goods by
rail had become nearly impossible and movement along the Ger-
man road network by day was extremely dangerous. Together with a
critical lack of fuel and Allied ground advances, the disruption of
the transportation system hastened the collapse of the German
army. Faced with industrial ruin and steadily advancing enemy
armies on all fronts, Nazi Germany was forced to surrender on 9
May 1945.

The bombing campaign had cost the lives of hundreds of thou-
sands of civilians. The price Americans paid to liberate Europe of
the inhuman Nazi oppression was enormous. The Eighth Air Force
alone reported 43,742 airmen killed or missing in action. The four
numbered American Air Forces in Europe lost more than 11,000 air-
craft over enemy territory. The performance of the tactical and
strategic American air forces in Europe would never again be equalled
in modern warfare, and no other country did more to bring Hitler’s
tyranny to an end than did the American Air Forces.

The following pages illustrate what happened to some of those,
both men and machines, who did not return from their last miss-
ion.



After the outbreak of World War Il, the Rumanian oil wells and refineries
at Polesti became increasingly important. The USAAF launched its first
attack on Ploesti on 12 June 1942, and over the next three years, at
least twenty-seven missions would be flown by the USAAF and RAF
against this vital target. (ECPA)

(Right) A German type VIl U-Boat leaves its hardened shelter at La
Rochelle, France. During the Summer of 1942 Eighth Bomber Com-
mand launched a number of attacks against the submarine bases at La
Rochelle, La Pallice, and Brest. (Bundearchiv)

German heavy industry produced a staggering number of tanks and
guns for the German War Machine. This Panzerkampfwagen Vi‘Tiger’is
undergoing final assembly at one of the factories dedicated to armor
production. These industrial centers were also prime targets for Allied
heavy bombers. (Bundesarchiv)
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The Augsburg marshalling yard was virtually destroyed after a raid by
15th Air Forces bombers on 27 February 1945. The systematic bomb-
ing of railway junctions severely hampered the movement of men and
material to the front lines. By early 1945 the German transportation net-
work had nearly collapsed. (Willy Radinger)
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‘Wulf Hound

Wulf Hound, a B-17F-27-BO (41-24585 PU*B) Flying Fortress,
assigned to the 303rd Bomb Group had the dubious honor of be-
coming the first American bomber captured intact by the Lufiwaffe.
Wulf Hound provided the Germans with a wealth of invaluable
information on the capabilities, defensive armament, and vulner-
ability of the Terrorbomber, as Nazi propaganda labeled the Flying
Fortress.

In the early morning of 12 December 1942, the 1st Bomb Wing of
the Eighth Air Force dispatched seventy-eight Boeing B-17s to bomb
the Lufiwaffe servicing base at Romilly-sur-Seine, some sixty miles
east of Paris. Based at Molesworth, Huntingdonshire the 303rd
Bomb Group, known as the ‘Hell's Angels’, furnished twenty B-17s
for the mission. The 303rd, under the command of COL James H.
Wallace, while it had received its baptism of fire almost a month
earlier, still lacked hard combat experience. The 303rd in its five mis-
sions between 17 November and 12 December had suffered only one
combat loss.

After formation assembly, the boxes of bombers headed for
France, but the weather steadily worsened and a number of the bom-
bers turned back. Seventeen B-17s, including seven from ‘Hell’s
Angels’ continued on to the secondary target, the Rouen-Sotterville
marshalling yards. Over Beauvais the formation was attacked by at

Wulf Hound, the first B 17 capturad intact by the Luftwaffe during a dis-
play of captured Allied aircraft at Larz airfield on 12 June 1943. The B-
17F-27-BO was assigned the Stammkennzeichen DL+XC.

(Peter Petrick)

least thirty enemy fighters that continued to harass the bombers all
the way to the target. At 1239 the formation unloaded forty tons of
bombs on Rouen. One 303rd Bomb Group Fortress was shot down
in flames, but the crew managed to bail out, becoming POWs for the
rest of the war.

LT Paul Flickinger's Wulf Hound sustained major damage and
was seen to drop out of formation. It steadily lost height and disap-
peared into clouds. The remaining B-17s returned safely to England,
but eleven of the Fortresses had suffered damage which once again
showed the vulnerability of a small formation alone over enemy
territory.

LT Flickinger was in serious trouble with his fatally stricken B-
17. Alone and disoriented the Fortress was intercepted by a Messer-
schmitt Bf 110 of Nachtjagdgeschwader I over the Lower Rhine area
of the Netherlands. The crew realizing that surrender was the only
way to escape destruction lowered their landing gear and the fighter
guided Wulf Hound to Leeuwarden airfield in the Netherlands.

Wulf Hound toured Luftwaffe fighter bases in France to acquaint fighter
pilots with the B-17. The White individual aircraft letter ‘B’ on the tail is
faintly visible although overpainted with Dark Green. (Bart M Rijnhout)




(Above) The captured B-17 was tested at the Luftwaffe Test and Evalua-
tion Center at Rechlin. Wulf Hound retained its USAAF camouflage
scheme of Olive Drab over Neutral Gray during test flights at Rechlin.
(Heinz J. Nowarra)

The Fortress soon had its American stars replaced by German
national insignia and the B-17 was given the Lufiwaffe Stammkenn-
zeichen (side code) DL+ XC. Temporary repairs to Wulf Hound’s bat-
tle damage were completed and on 14 December a German crew
flew the B-17, escorted by two Bf 110 fighters, to the German Test and
Experimental Center at Rechlin. Lufrwaffe fighter bases and flak
units along the flight route were informed of the flight, but despite
these precautions, the Fortress was fired on, receiving minor dam-
age.
For the next three months, German engineers carefully inspec-
ted every system on the B-17 and a number of Luftwaffe pilots began
studying the aircraft in preparation for a test program to determine
the Fortress’s flight characteristics. The first flight, under the control
of Flugzeugfiihrer Bottcher took place on 17 March 1943.On 15 April
Flugzeugfiihrer Huber and three other pilots conducted another test/
training flight. In early May, Wulf Hound was transferred to Depart-
ment E 2 (E for Erprobung/Test) for a series of high altitude tests,
with the first being carried out on 4 May by pilot Hirschberg. Bet-
ween trials at Rechlin, Wulf Hound was assigned to various fighter
groups in France and Germany to help develop fighter tactics for
use against the Flying Fortress.

In July of 1943, the Fortress was equipped with glider towing
equipment and was used as a tow aircraft during the DFS 230 com-
bat glider program at Rechlin. The first flight with a DFS 230 under
tow was made on 16 June, and was followed by a program of at least
five additional flights lasting until early August. For a short time
during July, the B-17 was assigned to Rechlin’s Department E 3 for
theinstallation of special testequipment. DepartmentE 3, under the
command of Otto Cuno, conducted performance tests of the B-17's
engines and superchargers.

Wulf Hound remained at Rechlin until September of 1943. The
Fortress had provided the Germans with volumes of information on
the performance, operation, strengths, and weaknesses of the B-17.
Details of its advance construction were studied and some aspects
were later adopted by German engineers, influencing their own pro-
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(Above) When Wulf Hound arrived at a fighter base the aircraft quickly
gathered a crowd of curious Luftwaffe personnel. The White stripes on
the engine cowling and propeller tips were added while at Rechlin.
(Heinz J. Nowarra)
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The Fortress was a featured aircraft during a display of captured enemy
aircraft at Larz airfield on 12 June 1943. For the display the waist guns
were installed, however, on transfer flights over Germany the guns
were usually removed. Three months later Wulf Hound was transferred
to Kampfgeschwader 200. (Peter Petrick)

duction techniques. Thousands of pages of technical reports were
written on Wulf Hound and by late summer of 1943 the Germans
may have had a more intimate knowledge of the B-17 than many of
the aircraft’s designers at Boeing.

On 11 September 1943 Wulf Hound departed Rechlin for Rangs-
dorf, home base of KG 200, one of the most mysterious Lufiwaffe
units of the Second World War. At Rangsdorf, the Fortress received
new equipment, a night camouflage scheme and a KG 200 side code
(beginning with A3+). With her assignment to KG 200, records on
Wulf Hound’s later service are lost, but it is believed that she was
among four B-17s used by KG 200 for training and clandestine mis-
sions between May and June of 1944.

Luftwaffe personnel attending the Lirz airshow showed a great deal of
interest in the Flying Fortress. The Lirz display also featured a number
of other Allied aircraft, such as the B-24 Liberator, P-47 Thunderbolt, P-
51 Mustang, P-38 Lightning, RAF Lancaster, Mosquito, Typhoon, and
Spitfire. (Peter Petrick)
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Desert Mitchell

Although the Germans captured a small number of North Ameri-
can B-25 Mitchell medium bombers, it is believed the Lufiwaffe
never possessed a flyable example of the Mitchell. German engineers
conducted extensive rescarch on parts salvaged [rom non-flyable
aircraft both at RLM Berlin-Adlershof and at the Test and Experi-
mental Center at Rechlin.

During the later stages of the North African campaign, the US
Ninth Air Force had two B-25 Mitchell bomber groups assigned, the
12th and the 340th Bomb Groups. The 340th had been assigned in
late March of 1943 and was the last combat unit to join the Ninth Air
Force. The 9th supported the British Eighth Army pursuing the rem-
nants of the retreating Deutsches Afrika Korps. The retreating Ger-
mans were cut off and trapped in the northeast corner of Tunisia. In
adesperate attempt to break out of the Allied trap, Rommel counter-
attacked Allied positions along the entire frontline on 6 March 1943,
The German attack failed, with a loss of over fifty German tanks.
Rommel was recalled to Germany being replaced by Generaloberst
Jiirgen von Arnim. With Rommel gone, it was just a question of time
before the Axis armies finally collapsed in North Africa.

The 340th Bomb Group, under the command of COL William C.
Muills, arrived at Heliopolis Air Basce, Cairo during March of 1943. A
number of the Group's B-25Cs were sent to the forward air field at El
Assa to gain operational experience with the already well established
12th Bomb Group, and on 31 March 1943 the 340th flew its first mis-
sion. Two aircraft were initially reported lost, although one B-25
returned safely after having landed ata forward fighter base for fuel.
Aircraft and crews of the 340th continued to rotate forward to fly
missions alongside the 12th Bomb Group until mid-April, when the
entire group was re-assigned to EI Assa.

The 340th flew its first Group mission on 19 April 1943, the day
after the famous Palm Sunday Massacre*. The Group lost one air-
craft that day, a B-25C-5-NA (42-53426), which bellied in after report-
ing engine trouble near Djedeida airfield on the Medjerda-River,
about fifteen miles west of Tunis. The air crew had thought the field
was in Allied hands, however, a German counter-attack, had forced
the British to abandon the area a few days earlier. The Mitchell had
bellied in on a field firmly in German hands.

The Desert Pink Mitchell quickly came to the attention of Lufi-
zeugstab 108 (trop), a salvage group charged with collecting crashed
Luftwaffe aircraft in the desert. Usually the salvage group brought
these aircraft to Djedeida airfield where they were either repaired or
cannibalized for usable parts.
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This B-25C-5-NA (42-53426) crash landed at Djedeida airfield, Tunisia
on 19 April 1943. The Desert Pink Mitchell’s serial number were painted
out on the tail, however, the Luftwaffe inspectors of Luftzeug-Stab 108
(trop) were able to obtain the serial number and other important infor-
mation from the manufacturers data plates installed in the fuselage.
(Bundesarchiv)

As a security precaution, the 340th Group had overpainted the
serial numbers on the tails of their B-25s, but the Germans soon dis-
covered the manufacturers data plate installed in the fuselage. The
data plates revealed that the Mitchell was powered by two Wright
Cyclone double row R-2600-13 engines, serial numbers 42-47431
and 42-47437, and had been built in 1942, Apart from bent pro-
pellers, the Mitchell had sustained only superficial damage to the
fuselage underside and was considered to be repairable.

Lufizeugstab 108’s report of 25 April 1943 included the following
details: “...According to the Manufacturer Plate this is the latest ver-
sion of the Mitchell bomber, built in 1942. The aircraft is in very
good condition and only saw little use. The Fabrication Plates are
still attached to the bomb racks. The crew included six men, pilot,
co-pilot, observer, bombardier, radio operator and gunner. The co-
pilot also served as the flight engineer...”

The rapid pace of the Allied advance in Tunisia prevented the
Lufiwaffe from repairing the Mitchell and shipping it to Europe.

*On 18 April Allied fighters caught a force of sixty-five Ju 52s, escorted by sixteen Bf 1095 and
five Bf 110s, off Cape Bon, Tunisia. During the running fight, twenty-four transports, nine Bf
1095 and one Bf 1 10 were destroyed. Two days later Allied fighters destroyed another sixteen Ju
525 along with eighteen Me 323 Gigants. During the luftWaffe aerial resupply effort a total of

400 Ju 52, SM 82 and Me 323s were losl.
B-25Cs of the 488th Bomb Squadron, 340th Bomb Group in formation
over North Africa during the Summer of 1943. The identification code

carried on the tail identified the squadron by the number while the letter
was the individual aircraft identification within the Squadron. (Giorgio

Apostolo)
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This B-25C Mitchell made a perfect wheels up landing at
Djedeida airfield after suffering engine trouble. The B-25 was
thoroughly inspected by Luftwaffe personnel and apart from
the bent propellers and minor damage to the fuselage under-
side, they reported that the Mitchell could be repaired. (Bun-
desarchiv)

aircraft was abandoned by Luftzeugstab 108 as British and
American troops closed in on Djedeida. On 6 May the US
34th Division liberated the airfield and were surprised to
find the B-25C among the wrecks of Lufiwaffe aircraft. The
remnants of Axis forces in Africa, some 266,000 German
and Italian troops, were trapped in a steadily shrinking
perimeter on the Cap Bon Peninsula and at 1145 on 13
May, surrendered to the Allies. The War in North Africa
was over.

The 340th Bomb Group transferred to the 12th Air
Force in August of 1943, and would spend the remainder of
the the war at Paestum, Italy flying missions against the
Axis transportation system in Italy and Germany.

Flugzeugstab 108 (trop) intended to prepare the Mitchell for shipment
to Europe for further evaluation, however, the rapid advance of Allied
troops in Tunisia forced the Germans to abandon the Mitchell when

they retreated from Djedeida. (Bundesarchiv)

On 6 May 1943 troops from the 34th Division liberated Djedeida and re-
captured the B-25C. Although the Germans were able to study a num-
ber of crashed Mitchells, it is believed that this was only potentially
flyable example of the B-25 ever captured by the Luftwaffe.
(Bundesarchiv)
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When Wehrmacht troops reached Schiphol Airport on 16 May
1940, they discovered six intact KLM Airlines Douglas DC-2 trans-
ports. These were the survivors of eighteen KLM Fokker-built DC-
2s that had been based at the field. Five had been written off in
carlier accidents, one had been sold to Sweden in January of 1940,
five were destroyed during Lufiwaffe bombing, and one (DC-2 PH-
ALE ‘Edelvalk’ Noble Valcon ) had escaped to England. The six
remaining DC-2s were taken as war-booty and allocated to the
Lufiwaffe, recciving the following Stammkennzeichen: NA+LF (PH-
AKS), NA+LD (PH-AKI), SG+KV (PH-AKQ), PC+EB (PH-AKR),
NA+LA (PH-AKT), and PC+EC (PH-AKJ). A lack of spare parts
for the aircraft, however, led to a decision to transfer the aircraft to
Deutsche Lufthansa during the Summer of 1940.

One of the DC-2s was commandeered by General der Flieger

Christiansen, Commander of the German forces in the Netherlands
for use as his personal transport.* The DC-2-115-H (serial 1366) was

The Luftwaffe operated a number of ex-KLM Douglas DC-2s for a short
period during 1940. NA + LA later became the first Douglas aircraft lost
when the aircraft crash landed at Lammershagen near Bielefeld on 9
August 1940. The Lufthansa pilot was tried and sentenced by a Luftwaffe
Field Law Court for destruction of Reich property. (Lufthansa)

Chrisansen |

General der Flieger Christiansen, commander of German Forces in the
Netherlands, used this captured KLM Douglas DC-2 as his personal
transport. Within two months, the lack of spare parts forced the General
give up his prize and the aircraft was transferred to the German civil air-
line, Lufthansa. (Lufthansa)

the twenty-sixth DC-2 assembled by the Anthony Fokker Company.
The aircraft had been purchased by KLM on 7 May 1935, given the
civil registration PH-AKT, and named ‘Toekan’ (Toucan). When
commandeered by General Christiansen, the aircraft received the
Stammkennzeichon NA+LAand the new owners name and title was
painted on the nose.

General Christiansen was forced to to give up his personal DC-2
two months later when the shortage of spare parts made it imposs-
ible to maintain the transport in a safe flyable condition. NA+LA
entered service with Lufthansa as D-AJAV on 23 July 1940. The air-
line established a special courier service with the six DC-2s for the
Reichslufifahrts Ministerium (RLM - Air Ministry), called Flugbereit-
schaft Tempelhof. Since most of the flights were carried out over areas
prohibited to civilian flight, the DC-2s retained their Lufiwaffe mark-
ings in addition to their civil registrations.

During one such courier flight, an unfortunate Lufthansa pilot
crashed landed NA+LA at Liammershagen near Bielefeld on 9
August 1940. This was the firstloss of a German operated DC-2 and,
even though he was a civilian, the pilot was tried by a Lufiwaffe
Field Law Court for destruction of Reich property.

Two of the DC-2s survived the war. D-
AJAW was found at Berlin-Tempelhof and
was scraped by US forces in July of 1945,
D-AEAN surrendered to the RAF at Flens-
burg near the Danish border in May of
1945.

*General Christiansen is widely known for deporting the
male inhabitants of the Dutch town of Putten to a German
concentration camp. The deportation was in reprisal for
the townspeople's cooperation with Allied forces during
Operation Market Garden, the airborne landings at Arnhem
on 17 September 1944. The failure of Market Garden cost
the lives of over 10,000 Dutch civilians.




Delivery To The
Wrong Address

During July of 1942, the United States Army Air Force set into
motion plans to establish three Martin B-26 Marauder Bomb Groups
in North Africa. The 17th, 319th and 320th Bomb Groups would
ferry their Marauders via Labrador and Greenland to England.
Upon their arrival in England the three Groups would operate as
partof the Eighth Air Force to gain combat experience before taking
part in OPERATION TORCH, the Invasion of North Africa.

Several serious training accidents delayed the Marauder’s over-
seas movement. These training problems were compounded by the
Marauder’s demanding handling characteristics and the relative
inexperience of the pilots. Within a month, the 320th Bomb Group
at MacDill had reported the loss of fifteen B-26s in training crashes,
coining the phrase, “One a day in Tampa Bay". The B-26 quickly
gained the reputation as a ‘killer’ and was nicknamed The Widow
Maker’, a reputation the Marauder never really lost, despite its
highly successful combat career with one of the lowest combat loss
records in Europe.

In September of 1942, COL Charles T. Phillips and MAJ Grover
C.Brown flew the first Marauder to England via the North Atlantic
Ferry Route, arriving at Honington, East Anglia on 15 September.
The flight was a test to determine if B-26s could be delivered to
England over the Northern Ferry Route. After COL Phillips suc-
cessful flight, the 319th Bomb Group begun its journey to England
on 21 September, but the Marauder’s jinx was to continue. One crew
was lost on departure from Baer Field, Indiana and another two
were killed in enroute crashes. The Marauders were grossly overloaded
(36,500 pounds) with fuel and aircrafit parts, which contributed to the
fatal accidents.

At Presque Isle, Maine and Goose Bay, New Foundland the gun-
ners were left behind, and the guns and other items were removed
from the aircraft in an effort to reduce weight. Harsh Winter weather
and low clouds continued to plague the flight and on the leg from
Bluie West, Greenland to Iceland, two Marauders disappeared with-
out a trace. The first 319th Bomb Group aircraft finally reached
Scotland on 3 October and continued to Horsham St. Faith, England.

Martin B-26’s are parked on the ramp at Baltimore, prior to being fitted
with propellers and armament. These Marauders would soon be delivered
to new US Army Air Force Medium Bomber Groups being formed for
deployment overseas. (Martin Marietta Baltimore)

Of the fifty-seven aircraft that departed the United States only thirty-
four completed the ferry flight. As a result, the USAAF decided that
further deliveries of twin engine aircraft to the War Zone would be
accomplished via the South Atlantic Ferry Route; a longer route, but
one without the dangers of the harsh weather found on the nor-
thern route.

One of the Marauders that failed to reach Horsham was LT
Clarence C. Wall's B-26B (41-17790) of the 437th Squadron. LT Wall
and his crew left Iceland on 3 October and headed for Scotland as a
winter overcast closed in. Unable to visually navigate, they became
lost in the low clouds. The navigator picked up a radio homing
signal, which they thought originated in Scotland and the pilot pro-
mptly followed the beacon. The Marauder crew unwittingly over-
flew Scotland, the Southern part of England, and headed out over
the North Sea towards continental Europe.

Over the North Sea the fuel transfer system on the Marauder
malfunctioned causing an engine to fail from fuel starvation. On
one engine and with enough fuel for five minutes of flying time, LT
Wall decided to belly land his aircraft on a strip of beach he spotted
thru a hole in the overcast. He quickly let down through the clouds
and successfully crash landed the Marauder on the beach. Un-
knowingly, LT Wall had landed on the Dutch island of Noord
Beveland, the smallest of five islands located off the Dutch coast
near Rotterdam. The surprised crew quickly learned from the local
Wehrmacht that they had landed in enemy held territory. The luck-
less crew had been trapped by a false homing signal transmitted by
the German Signal Corps. The German trap had worked and LT
Wall and his crew spent the remainder of the warin a German POW
camp. They had earned the dubious honor of presenting the Lufiwaffe
with a nearly intact Marauder before the B-26 was committed to
combat over Festung Europa.

German salvage specialists found the aircraft to be particularly
interesting since it was the first Marauder they had ever seen. They
carefully dismantled the B-26 for shipment to the Lufiwaffe air base
at Gilze-Rijen where the minor damage to the fuselage was repaired.
The propellers, however, had been badly damaged in the crash land-
ing and there were no suitable replacements available. The lack of
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replacement propellers kept the aircraft grounded at Gilze-Rijen
until early 1943, when the Lufiwaffe finally succeeded in obtaining a
pair of B-26 propellers. The aircraft was ferried to Rechlin and trials
with the Marauder were begun in June. A month later, one of the air-
craft’s generators failed and a German built unit was fitted on the
bomber as a replacement. A number of Luftwaffe test pilots, includ-
ing Hans Werner Lerche were involved in the test program and they
reported the same handling difficulties that had faced Allied pilots
on their first introduction to the B-26.

The Lufrwaffe pilots soon discovered that the short wing span of
the Marauder resulted in high landing speeds. The grass runway at
Rechlin proved to be too short for the Marauder and, after several
test flights, the remainder of the test program was moved to Lidrz air-
field which had a longer, hard surfaced runway. During the summer
of 1943, a malfunctioning propeller pitch control nearly ended the
career of the Luftwaffe’s Marauder, but the pilot was able to recover

LT Clarence C Wall had crash landed his B-26B on the Dutch Island of
Noord Beveland after being lured off course by a false German radio
beacon. The Marauder was repaired and later displayed at Larz airfield
on 26 November 1943 as part of a exhibition of captured Allied aircraft.
(Alberto Salvati)

The captured Martin B-26B Marauder was left in Olive Drab over Neutral
Gray with Luftwaffe insignia being added along with Yellow experimen-
tal identification colors. The American Star in a Blue surround can be
seen over painted at the rear of the fuselage. (Thomas E. Willis)

control and land the aircraft safely. On 2 November the Marauder
took part in an exhibition of latest Lufiwaffe innovations and cap-
tured aircraft at Rechlin. Shortly after this exhibit, all references to
the Marauder in Rechlin’s records ceased. It is believed the B-26B
was either destroyed while on a test flight or during one of the
numerous Allied bombing raids on Rechlin.

41-17790 was the sole Marauder flown in Luftwaffe colors, but
another, nearly intact B-26 was closely examined and later disman-
tled at Berlin-Adlershof. This second B-26 is believed to have been
used as a source of spare parts to keep 41-17790 flyable.

Both the Marauder’s propellers were damaged when LT Wall crash lan-
ded and the aircraft remained grounded at Gilze Rijen airfield until a pair
of suitable replacement propellers were obtained. The aircraft was
flown to the Rechlin Test Center in June of 1943, (Alberto Sulvati)




Berge-Bataillone
(Salvage Units)

The massive Allied air raids over Germany and occupied Europe
created a huge logistical problem for the Luftwaffe; how to remove
and make use of the tons of aircraft wreckage scattered over the
European landscape, since every heavy bomber provided approx-
imately 35,000 pounds of potentially useful salvage. As the air war
became increasingly savage more and more aircraft were shot down
over Europe, it became obvious that special salvage units were
needed.

These units, known as Berge-Bataillone (Salvage Battalions), were
under the operational control of the Lufiwaffe. Their mission was to
investigate each crash site, evaluate the salvage potential, and ship it
to the proper destination. The majority of aircraft that crashed were
completely destroyed and usable only as scrap metal. The salvage of
this scrap metal was a time consuming undertaking, demanding
men, vehicles, and equipment. Because gasoline was strictly rationed,
the wreckage was usually transported by truck to the nearest railway
station where it was loaded onto railway cars for transportation to
the nearest salvage yard. To transport the wreckage of a heavy bom-
ber, at least three railway cars were usually required. Depending on
thelocation of the crash site and personnel available, clean up, ship-
ment to the rail yard, and loading could take aslong as three days. As
Allied raids increased in size and [requency, these Berge-Bataillones
were kept extremely busy.

The Berge-Bataillones were organized into Kompanie (com-
panies) and Bergetrupps (salvage unit). Usually, a Trupp was assigned
to investigate the crash site and salvage the aircraft. A Trupp nor-
mally consisted of fifteen soldiers led by three Corporals. The work
of the Trupp was often hampered by a lack of fuel and a shortage of
railway cars. Bergetrupps worked under the most austere conditions,
without proper salvage tools and often in distant, inaccessible areas
of Germany and the occupied countries.

At every crash site the Bergetrupp prepared a four part salvage
report that would be sent to several different Lufiwaffe commands.

Texas Bronco, a Boeing B-17F-27-BO of the 91st Bomb Group was shot
down on a raid to Emden, Germany on 4 February 1943. The bomber
crashed landed on the beach at Terschelling and was later dismantled
and taken to the Luftwaffe scrap yard at Utrecht, Holland. (Zentralbild)
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A Luftwaffe salvage team inspects a burned out P-51 Mustang atacrash
site in the Reich. The Mustang’s wreckage will be transported by truck
to the nearest railway station for shipment to a scrap yard. (Thomas
E. Willis)

This B-24 Liberator of the 712th Bomb Squadron, 448th Bomb Group,
crash landed near Alkmaar, Holland on the way home from Bernburg,
Germany on 29 June 1944. The intact propellers would a welcome addi-
tion to the Luftwaffe spare parts inventory. (J.H. Schurman)
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This B-24J-50-CO (42-73507) of the 328th Bomb Squadron, 93rd Bomb
Group was shot down on 30 January 1944. The Liberator was beyond
repair and the aircraft was scraped after its engines, propellers and
instruments were salvaged to provide spare parts for other Luftwaffe B-
24s, (Thomas E. Willis)

German fishermen inspect the sunken wreckage of a Boeing B-17 inthe
Baltic Sea during the late Summer of 1944, The Red wing tips indicate
the Fortress had been assigned to either the 91st, 381st or 398th Bomb
Groups. (Thomas E. Willis)

Luftwaffe personnelinspecta B-17F-50-DL (42-3353) of the 96th Bomb
Group. A number of B-17s crash landed with apparent minor damage,
but close inspection often revealed that on landing the belly turret
would usually collapse inward severely warping the rear fuselage caus-
ing structural damage. (Don Henry)
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Most aircraft were considered to be completely destroyed, with no
value for further research, however, occasionally an aircraft crash
landed in good condition. This usually happened for one of several
reasons; perhaps the pilot decided to crash land in order to save a
badly wounded crewman who was unable to bail out. Others mis-
took German territory for neutral countries such as Sweden, Spain
or Switzerland and made no attempt to destroy their aircraft. In such
cases, the Lufiwaffe demanded careful handling of the aircraft and
its equipment.

In the event that the airframe was not repairable, hard to obtain
items, such as engines and propellers were carefully salvaged. These
were sent to the Beutepark (Captured Item Depot) for storage and
possible use as spare parts for captured flyable aircraft. New or uni-
que items of equipment were sent to Rechlin or the Deutsche Ver-
suchsanstalt fiir Luftifahrt (DVL) at Berlin-Adlershof for further inves-
tigation. The DLV carefully examined and tested each new item of
equipment found on crashed Allied aircraft. German engineers dis-
mantled fighter and bomber aircraft to study construction techni-
ques, comparing Allied construction standards with those of the
German aircraft industry. Other intact items, primarily engines,
were assigned to Technical Colleges as instructional aids. Tires were
sent to the tire storage facilities at the W. Heidik factory at Neuenhaben.
Parachutes were sent to the Textilwerke Henking K.G. at Seifhen-
nersdorf. Salvaged fuel was stored in fuel dumps at Nienburg, Der-
ben, Neuburg, and Diilmen. The German aircraft industry was also
supplied with captured material and Junkers used two salvaged B-24
main landing gear assemblies for the Ju 287 V1 experimental jet
bomber prototype.

The Lufiwaffe salvaged any usable aircraft parts to supply their
‘captured fighter rebuild program’ with spare parts. A repair center
PISONYA a Douglas A-20 Havoc broke its back when it crashed landed
in North Africa. The Havoc was quickly stripped of usable equipment
such as guns, and instruments to make sure they did not fall into the
hands of the Partisans. (George Punka)
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ABergetrupp inspect the wreckage of B-17F of the 401st Bomb Group.
Ammunition and unexploded bombs presented a real danger to salvage
troops and care had to be taken to ensure all explosives were rendered
safe. It usually took between two and four days to clean up each heavy
bomber crash site. (Thomas E. Willis)

for the restoration of Allied fighter aircraft was established at Goit-
tingern and all usable parts salvaged from fighter crash sites were
shipped there from all German occupied areas. A number of flyable
Mustangs, Thunderbolts and other Allied fighters were rebuilt and
put to Luftwaffe use.

Waco and Horsa gliders were high interest items and carefully
investigated at the Deutsche Forschungsanstalt fur Segelflugzeuge (Ger-
man Research Institute for Gliders) at Darmstadt-Griesenheim.
Other Allied aircraft were rebuilt at Dusseldorf, Staaken, Wiener-
Neustadt, and Kastrup. Salvaged engines were overhauled and stored
atthe Beutepark 5 der Lufiwaffe at Paris-Nanterre, from which engines
were supplied as needed to units operating captured equipment.

Asecret Lufiwaffe order (Number 03743 of 14 July 1944) issued by
Lufigau-Kommando X1 stated that after Luftwaffe aircraft, B-17s with
damage of less than 80% had the highest priority for salvage and
repair, B-17s were normally repaired by personnel at Rechlin.

Most downed American aircraft, even those with only minor
damage, were usually scraped as soon as the salvage teams had
finished cannibalizing the aircraft of all usable equipment. The
salvage work was hurried since an intact aircraft would soon draw
the attention of prowling Allied fighters. A number of repairable
Allied aircraft were destroyed by strafing attacks before they could
be successfully recovered. In addition to the recovery of Allied air-
craft, the Berge-Bataillone were also responsible for salvage of dow-
ned Lufiwaffe aircraft.

German and Hungarian officers inspect a fuselage of a Boeing B-17F at
the DLV research center at Berlin-Adlershof. Germany exchanged infor-
mation on Allied aircraft with other members of the Axis as well as her
allies. (Thomas E. Willis)

The wreckage of a 303rd Bomb Group B-17F (BN*V) rest in a rail yard in
Germany waiting for transportation to a scrap yard. A lack of rolling
stock often delayed shipment to the scrap yards for days or weeks.
(Thomas E. Willis)

Gamecock an early B-17G was shot down in early 1944 on her twenty-
third mission over the Reich. Stripped of her armament, the Fortress
has been secured to a flatcar for shipment. (Dr. Volker Koos)

Aircraft components gathered from various crash sites in the Reich are
stored in the Deutsche Versuchsanstalt storage yard at Berlin-Adlershof.
The Research Center evaluated Allied construction techniques and
technical advances for possible use in German aircraft production. Allied
aircraft stored here include a pair of Spitfires, an A-20 Havoc, Lockheed
Hudson, along with the wings from an RAF Mustang Mk |. (Thomas E.
Willis)




Down d Go.’

On 29 July 1943, Eighth Bomber Command dispatched eighty-
one B-17s of the 4th Bomb Wing to attack the Arado aircraft assembly
plant at Warnemiinde, Germany. The target was a major production
center for FW 190 fighters and its destruction would have a major
impact on the air war. The bomber stream arrived over the target be-
tween 0923 and 0925, dropping 129 tons of bombs on the factory.
After the raid, German officials estimated that the damage to the fac-
tory would cut monthly production by at least twenty per cent.
American losses were four B-17s listed as missing in action, one each
from the 94th, 96th, 385th and 388th Bomb Groups.

The 94th Bomb Group, based at Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk, had
furnished fifteen Fortresses for the raid. The formation was led by
MAJE. O'Connor with LT McGlaun flying as lead bombardier. LT
McGlaun noted an error in the briefed bombing trajectory figures
and by making a quick adjustment, dropped his bombs squarely on
target. At the debriefing, he was initially criticized for deviating from
the briefed standard, but when reconnaissance photos revealed that
bombs from the 94th BG were responsible for sixty-five per cent of
the damage inflicted on the target, he and MAJ O’Connor were both
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. Returning crews reported
intense and accurate flak over the target area, but weak fighter
opposition.

The Group’s sole loss was LT Ned Palmer’s B-17F-90-BO (42-
30146) Down and Go!, a combat veteran that had been part of the
Group's original inventory. The Fortress went overseas carrying the
name Cherokee as part of the 333rd Squadron, however, soon after
arrival at Bury St. Edmunds, the aircraft was re-assigned and the
new crew changed the name to Down and Go!. 2nd LT Ned Palmer

Down and Go! a B-17F (TS*A) of the 94th Bomb Group with German
engineers from the Heinkel Component Factory at Kastrup using a port-
able crane to help dismantle the aircraft for shipment to Kastrup. (Dr.
Volker Koos)

Down and Go! rests in a Danish field after LT Ned Palmer’s successful
crash landing. According to the German salvage report issued by Air-
field Command A 54/XI the Group marking was a Yellow ‘A’ on a White
square. The serial number and fuselage identification codes were in
Yellow. (Ned Palmer)

had arrived in England as one of the first replacement pilots
assigned to the 94th Bomb Group. He flew two missions as a co-pilot
before being assigned his own B-17 and crew. His crew were all
experienced combat veterans and included: co-pilot Eugene R.
Snyder, navigator Frank S. Pellegrino, bombardier Arthur E. Cooper,
radio operator George A. Hamling, engineer Christos Bassios, ball
turret gunner Vernon P. Rathbun, tail gunner William P. Clark and
the waist gunners Olin E. Brown Jr. and Damon D. Cottingham.
Ned Palmer later recalled the fateful mission to Warnemunde:

Our aircraft began having problems shortly after takeoff. As we
climbed to our cruising altitude, both inboard engines began to
backfire and run rough. Finally we had to shut down both
engines since the propellers were producing more drag than
power.

By using emergency power on the two good engines, we managed
to stay with the formation until just before reaching the aiming
point for the bomb run. Number Four engine then began over
heating and we had to shut down the engine and feather the pro-
peller. At this point, we had to drop out of formation and de-
scend to sea level in order to stay in the air on one engine. The
navigator gave me a heading for Sweden and we salvoed our
bombs and all other excess equipment to lighten the aircraft so
that we could maintain flying speed on the one good engine. A
half hour later the navigator told me that we were over Sweden
and I began 1o look for an airfield. We restarted the Number
Four engine and were able to keep it running, although at a
reduced power setting. After looking for an airfield and not find-
ing one, I elected to crash land in a large open field. It turned out
to be a German army parade ground — not a farmers field
in Sweden.

Shortly before landing his crippled Fortress at
Alvedore Holme, some six miles southwest of Copen-
hagen, LT Palmer ordered the crew, except for the co-
pilot, to their crash stations. He managed to land the
B-17 wheels up in the short field with little damage and
no injuries to the crew. When the crew emerged from the
Fortress they were surprised to find themselves sur-
rounded by Wehrmacht troops. The officers and enlisted
men were quickly separated and spent the rest of the war
in different Prisoner of War camps.

Lufiwaffe personnel from Vaerlose air base inspec-
ted the downed Fortress and reported that the bomber
had suffered only slight damage to the fuselage under-
side during the belly landing. The crew had damaged
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the Norden bomb sight with a hammer, however, the
radio equipment had been removed and was in the safe
keeping of a Signal Corps officer in Kastrup.

The Lufiwaffe considered the damaged fuselage
underside repairable and a few days later specialists
and engineers from the Heinkel Component Factory at
Kastrup arrived at Alvedore Holme to carefully dis-
mantle the damaged Fortress for shipment to Kastrup
where the bomber would be repaired.*

After its repair, the Fortress was assigned to Kampf-
geschwader 200 (KG 200), a secret Lufiwaffe unit in-
volved in clandestine intelligence missions. During
early 1945, Down and Go! was allocated to Kommando
Olga under MAJ Peter W. Stahl and based, along with a
B-17G (coded A3+BB), at Suttgart-Echterdingen.

During 1945 KG 200 was facing increasing difficulty
in meeting its operational commitments. The severe
winter weather hampered flight operations and deliver-
ies of spare parts from KG 200’s headquarters at Finow
were disrupted by constant Allied attacks on the Ger-
man transportation network. Routine maintenance and repairs
took days to accomplish and the fleet of captured aircraft were often
grounded for long periods.

KG 200's primary mission was the delivery of agents, saboteurs,
and their supplies behind Allied lines. Besides captured American
equipment the unit operated a variety of other aircraft including Ju
188s, FW 200s, and Ju 290 transports, with detachments of KG 200
operating from forward bases on all fronts. MAJ Stahl’s detachment,
Kommando Olga shared its base at Stuttgart-Echterdingen with /17
Gruppe of Transport Geschwader 30. Equipped with He 111s, the
transport unitdelivered mail and supplies to German held positions
in Western Europe, including the Islands of Guernsey and Jersey in
the English Channel.

On 9 February 1945, eight aircraft of TG 30 were scheduled for a
series of supply missions in support of German held pockets in the
West. That same night, KG 200 was to carry out a high priority
‘delivery’ of French agents to the French-Spanish border. The crew
for the mission, Ofw Karl Knappenscheider (pilot) and Ofw Von
Pechmann (co-pilot), were both highly experienced test pilots and
Knappenscheider had amassed a considerable amount of B-17 time
flying KG 200’s other B-17 (A3+BB). Just prior to take off an order
arrived from higher authority changing the crew and Von Pechmann
was replaced by Ofw Georg Joachim.

Shortly after dusk, the crew completed their preparations for the
mission and loaded their passengers. On board the Fortress were
nineteen people, a German crew of nine including observer Fw
Richard Rosenfeld, radio operator Uffz Johann Kénig, engineers Fw
Eduard Siemsen and Uffz Wilhelm Frielingsdorf, jump master Offw
Fritz Burnickel and the gunners Uffz Heinz Henning and Fw Fried-
rich Seeger. The ten French agents and government officials
included:

Jean Lemain
Jacques Lemaire
Rene Petit

Gay Gilbert Pointeau
Henri Normand

Charles Comte De Bony De Lavergne
Pierre Lefevre

Henri Du Cros

Paul Canut

Georges Bredeau

TG 30 Heinkel He 111’s were warming up for take off when
another high level order came through — allegedly from Goring
himself, that the B-17 must be allowed to take off first. Knap-
penscheider and his co-pilot started the overloaded aircraft down
the grass strip at full throttle, and Kommando Olgs's commander,
Peter W. Stahl, lined up his Junkers Ju 188 on the runway to follow
the B-17.

Down and Go! took off at 2200 and began to climb. As the aircraft
reached approximately 300 feet, it suddenly exploded in a ball of
flame. The gunners Uffw Henning and Fw Seeger, were thrown clear
and survived the disaster. Debris from the aircraft also killed a man

The salvage crew has nearly completed work on Down and Go!. The air-
craft was repaired at the Heinkel factory and later was assigned to KG
200. On 9 February 1945, Down and Go! was lost when it exploded after
takeoff from Echterdigen. (Dr. Volker Koos)

from the Kommando Olga ground crew. The importance attached to
the aircraft’s mission was demonstrated the next day when a group
of General officers arrived to personally conduct the accident inves-
tigation. The ten Frenchmen, part of the French Vichy Government
in Exile under Marshal Petain and Pierre Laval, were buried with full
military honors at the cemetery of Echterdingen by MAJ Stahl.

The loss of the B-17 and its two very experienced pilots greatly
reduced Kommando Olga’s capabilities. Pressure from advancing
Allied troops led to several moves before the remaining aircraft were
finally transferred to Holzkirchen airfield where the unit was dis-
banded on 29 April 1945.

*A number of German aircraft companies were involved in repairing damaged Allied air-
craft. Lufthansa repaired a Lancaster at Staaken near Berlin. Espenlaub Flugzeugwerke
rebuilt a Bell P-39 Airacobra. A North American P-51D was repaired by a Fock Wulfplant and
the Wiener-Neustadter Flugzeugwerke overhauled a damaged Boeing B-17F.

Major Peter W. Stahl, (center) lays a wreath on the grave of one of the ten
Frenchmen killed in the crash of Down and Go! on 9 February 1945.
Only gunners Uffw Henning and Fw Seeger survived the disaster when
they were thrown clear of the flaming wreckage. (Peter W. Stahl)
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“BEETLE”

On 7 November 1943 the Eighth Air Force bombed aviation
industrial targets at Wesel and Diiren. 110 B-17s of the 1st and 3rd
Air Divisions dropped a total of 257 tons of bombs on the targets and
returned without loss — a typical example of what the crews called a
“Milk Run”.

Fighter escort for the mission consisted of 283 Republic P-47
Thunderbolts of the 56th, 78th, 352nd, 353rd, 355th and 356th Fighter
Groups. Working in relays the fighters provided their “Big Friends”
with protection throughout the mission, however, six Thunderbolts
failed to return. Five belonged to the 355th Fighter Group based at
Steeple Morden, Cambridgeshire. The Group, under the command
of COL William J. Cummings Jr., had flown its first mission only
three weeks earlier, on 14 September 1943. Later in its combat tour
the Group would set an Eighth Air Force record for ground kills,
racking up a total of 502 strafing kills before V-E Day.

The “Ramrod” (a bomber escort mission) on 7 November was
the 358th Squadron’s sixteenth operational mission. The 0815 pre-
mission briefing laid out the plan for the day. Thirteen P-47s would
take off at 0927, CAPT Walter H. Kossack was to lead Yellow Flight
and CAPT Carl F. Ekstrom Blue Flight. The thirteenth Thunder-
bolt, the squadron spare, was flown by LT William E. Roach and
would be airborne to relieve any aircraft forced to turn back. The
Group would rendezvous with the bombers in the vicinity of Mons,
France and would be relieved by the 353rd Fighter Group near
Marche.

From the beginning, things began to go wrong. LT John Lanphier,
of Yellow Flight, dropped out of formation with engine trouble and
returned to base. Lt Roach eased his Thunderbolt, “BEETLE”, into
the vacant slot in Yellow Flight. This would be LT Roach’s third
combat mission to Germany and he still lacked experience with the
demands of long range escort flights. The mission was uneventful
until the Group reached their relief point. When Marche was reached
their relief, the 353rd Fighter Group — was nowhere to be found.
Weather had delayed the 353rd from the rendezvous, and COL
Cummings elected to stay with the bombers rather than leave them
unprotected. The delay and unexpected head winds quickly led to
serious fuel problems for the 355th Group on their return flight.

CAPT Kossack, the leader of Yellow Flight, had become dis-
oriented in the poor weather and was no longer sure of his position,
and his pilots were reporting that they were dangerously low on fuel.
Pilots of the 354th Squadron reported last seeing Yellow Flight
heading southeast toward a low cloud bank that could have been
mistaken for the English coast. CAPT Kossack was hopelessly lost
and he soon ran out of fuel, crash landing his P-47D-5-RE (42-8477)

22

German officers inspect CAPT Kossack'’s P-47D-5-RE (42-8477) after its
forced landing near Caen. Unlike “BEETLE”, YF*X carries the White
identification markings applied to Eighth Air Force Thunderbolts on the
wings, cowl ring and tail. The salvage team has partially covered the
Thunderbolt with camouflage netting to hide it from marauding Allied
fighters.(Ray Shewfelt)

on a beach near Caen on the French coast. Flight Officer Chester W,
Watson's tanks ran dry approximately six miles off the French coast
and he was forced to bail outover the sea. He was rescued by the Ger-
mans and became a POW for the balance of the war. LT Jack Woertz
was the only member of the Flight to reach England. Low on fuel he
attempted to land at Hastings, but his engine failed on final approach
and his P47 (YF*Y) crashed just short of the runway. Woertz walked
away from the wreck unhurt, only to be killed in a crash a few

weeks later. X ;
2nd LT William E. Roach crowned the flight’s hard luck, seeing

his leader’s Thunderbolt go down, he began looking for a suitable
airfield to make an emergency landing. Believing he was over southern
England, LT Roach spotted a field, set up a short pattern and landed.
A “Follow Me” vehicle came out to meet Roach and led him to a
parking place. Relieved to be down, he shut down “BEETLE’s”
engine before he noticed the unusualness of the uniforms on the
men approaching him with drawn guns. To his shock, he realized
they were Germans! He was taken into custody and became a POW,
spending the rest of the war in Stalag Luft I at Barth where he met an
old friend — Yellow Flight's leader, CAPT Kossack.

(Below) “BEETLE’s” pilot, 2nd LT
William E. Roach, was on his third
mission when he was forced to
land at Caen, France. He had filled
in for LT John Lanphier, when

(Below) CAPT Walter H. Kossack
was flight leader of Yellow Flight.

Lanphier’s P-47 developed engine Bad weather, delays, and head
trouble. (William E. Roach via windsallcontributedto thelossof
Ray Shewfelt) the entire flight. (Ray Shewfelt)
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LT Roach had mistakenly landed at the Luftwaffe air base at
Caen, France presenting the Lufiwaffe with its firstintact and flyable
example of the Thunderbolt. P-47D-2-RA (42-22490) was quickly
repainted with the American stars being replaced by German Bal-
kenkreuze on the wings and fuselage. To avoid destruction by straf-
ing Allied aircraft, the Lufiwaffe decided to move the P-47 to a safer
airfield. Hans Werner Lerche was assigned the task of preparing the
Thunderbolt for delivery to Rechlin. On the afternoon of 10 Novem-
ber, Lerche undertook a short test flight with the Thunderbolt and
the next day another experienced test pilot ferried “BEETLE” to
Cormeilles, the first leg of its journey to Rechlin. Bad weather delayed
the next leg of the flight for two days and it was not until 14 Novem-
ber that Lerche was able to depart for Rechlin, arriving later the
same day.

Assigned Rechlin test center code 7+9, “BEETLE” was subjec-
ted to an extensive series of trials, which provided the Germans with
important information on the fighter’s performance, armament,
and handling qualities. German test pilots considered the Thunder-
bolt slow and cumbersome at altitudes below 15,000 ft. The P-47’s
high altitude performance, however, was rated as superior, and all
German test pilots were impressed with the Thunderbolt’s speed in a
dive, roll rate, and the fire power of its eight .50 caliber machine guns.
During late 1943 “BEETLE” was damaged while on a test flight, but
she was repaired and returned to service on 20 December 1943.

Duringearly 1944, “BEETLE” became the star of a German pro-
paganda film being repainted in full American markings. The Ger-
man propaganda ministry had used other Allied aircraft for such
films. At least three other Allied fighters, a Bell P-39, a Yak 7B, and a

Pilots testing captured equipment always ran the risk of being fired on
by friendly forces who recognized the silhouette, but didn’t notice the
marking change. “BEETLE" carries huge Blakenkreuze below the wings
as an aid to recognition.(Bundesarchiv)

LT William Roach’s P-47 Thunderbolt “BEETLE” shortly after landing at
Caen on 7 November 1943. Lost and low on fuel, Roach thought he was
landing on an English airfield. The US insignia was quickly replaced by
the Balkenkreuz on the wings and fuselage but the US side code was
retained. (Bundesarchiv)

Luftwaffe pilots who flew “BEETLE” were quite impressed with the
Thunderbolt’s roomy cockpit. Test pilots reported that the Thunderbolt
had good high altitude performance, but thought it slow and unrespon-
sive below 15,000 feet. (Bundesarchiv)

“BEETLE” rests in the setting Sun on the ramp at Lille airfield, France.
The Thunderbolt has had a Swastika added to the tailand Blakenkreuze
to the wings and fuselage, but retains its Olive Drab over Neutral Gray
camouflage scheme. (Bundesarchiv)




The Germans repainted “BEETLE’s” cowling Red shortly after its cap-
ture. The cartoon character, however, was left untouched but the in-
scription AGNES below the cockpit was overpainted. (Bundesarchiv)

LaGG 3 were re-painted with false Russian markings for use in
another film. Sometime earlier a captured Spitfire had been flown
with full RAF markings for a Nazi propaganda film on the Battle
of Britain.

After “BEETLE” was thoroughly investigated and its perfor-
mance and handling characteristics documented, it was released by
the test center and became part of Beute-Zirkus Rosarius. The Ros-
arius Traveling Circus was a special Lufiwaffe unit under the com-
mand of Flugkapitin Rosarius. The “circus” visited front line fighter
units, instructing Luftwaffe fighter pilots on characteristics of various
enemy aircraft. “BEETLE” was one of at least three Republic P-47
Thunderbolts which were operated by the Luftwaffe. Two other P-
47s, coded T9+FK and T9+LK, were later re-captured by Allied
troops during early 1945.

Later the US national insignia was temporarily re-applied on “BEETLE"
for a propaganda film. When the film was completed “BEETLE” was
repainted with standard Luftwaffe insignia. (Dr. Werner Morath)
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An International
Exchange

During the summer of 1940, the Wehrmacht captured a number
of abandoned Douglas DC-2s and DC-3s at Schiphol airfield in the
Netherlands. After a short period of Luftwaffe service, these were
added to Deutsche Lufthansa AG's fleet of Douglas aircraft obtained
from Czechoslovakia. With the addition of the Dutch aircraft, Luft-
hansa was the largest operator of Douglas commercial aircraft out-
side the United States.

A shortage of spare parts, however, hindered Lufthansa’s opera-
tions and agreements were reached with both the Swedish A.B.A.
airline and Swissair to supply sufficient quantities of spare parts to
keep the German fleet flying. Both companies, however, charged
Lufthansa excessive prices for the spare parts they supplied, forcing
Lufthansa to improvise on some items. The original DC-2 and DC-3
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DC-3-220-B, D-AAIG, was repaired by Swissair after the aircraft was
damaged in a crash landing at Berlin. The former Czechoslovakian air-
liner arrived in Switzerland on 26 January 1943 and repairs were com-
pleted some six months later on 3 June 1943. D-AAIG was lost due toan
inflight fire off the island of Vestert/Norway on 21 April 1944. (Heinz
J. Nowarra)
tires and wheels were replaced by similar components from Ju 88
bombers. A maintenance center for the Douglas transports was
established at the former C.L.S.(Ceskoslovenska/Letecka Spole-
cnost) facilities at Prague, Czechoslovakia.

On 21 August 1941 a Lufthansa DC-3-194-G (D-ATIJG) was
damaged in a landing accident at Olso-Fornebu airfield. The exten-
sive damage to the aircraft’s nose section was beyond Lufthansa’s
limited repair capability. This accident led to a somewhat clandes-
tine co-operation program between Lufthansa and Swissair.

MEES was captured by the Germans at Schiphol and assigned to Luft-
hansa as D-ATJG. On 21 August 1941, the DC-3 crash landed at Oslo-
Fornebu in Norway. Lufthansa originally approached the Swedish airline
A.B.A. to repair the damage, however, the Swedes declined the con-
tract and the repairs were undertaken by Swissair. (Gunther Ott)
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Shortly after the outbreak of World War Il, the Dutch marked all com-
mercial aircraft with ‘Holland’ in Black on the fuselage. These neutrality
markings, however, did not prevent the DC-3 from being attacked by a
German floatplane on 26 September 1939. (Postma Archives via H.
Dekker)

After MEES was repaired by the Dutch, she was repainted overall with high
visibility Orange paint. This neutrality scheme was adopted by other
neutral airlines including Belgian Sabena Airlines and Swedish A.B.A.
(Postma Archives via H. Dekker)

. s
(Above) D-ATJG had been found to have a long history. The bare metal
DC-3-194-G was delivered to KLM Royal Dutch Airlines on 7 July 1939,
Registered PH-ASM in KLM service, the aircraft was named MEES (Tit-
mouse) and carried the name on the nose in Black. (Postma Archives via
H. Dekker)

The War had forced Swissair to cut service on all its normal
European routes and the company was facing bankruptcy. Other
than special flights to Rome and Barcelona, Route 12 to Berlin, with
a stopover at Stuttgart/Echterdingen, remained the only regular
commercial route flown by Swissair outside Switzerland. As a result,
Swissair had decided to store three DC-2s and four DC-3s for the
duration of the war. If Swissair agreed to accept a repair contract
from Lufthansa for the damaged DC-3, it would save jobs and
improve the company’s financial situation. Negotiations between
Swissair and Lufthansa resulted in a contract to rebuild the dam-
aged DC-3 at a cost of 65,000 Reichsmarks.

During late December of 1941, German engineers dismantled
the damaged plane for shipment to Switzerland. The aircraft was
shipped by boat to Basel-Rheinhafen where it was transferred to rail
cars for the overland trip to Diibendorf~-Wangen airfield near Zurich.
The repairs were initially delayed, however, because a number of
Swissair’s skilled workers were on temporary military duty, however,
on 23 March 1942, the work on D-ATJG was begun. The repairs pro-
ved to be extremely difficult, since every replacement frame had to
be hand made. Douglas factory drawings were unavailable to the
Swiss, because the United States had imposed an embargo on air-
craft parts and engineering data even to neutral countries. The
replacement frames were made from drawings drafted by Swissair
engineers at Chippis after studying one of their DC-3s.




Adamaged Lufthansa DC-3, D-ATJG arrives at Dilbendorf-Wangen air-
field Switzerland in December of 1941. The aircraft was damaged in a
landing accident at Oslo and was shipped to the Swissair facility for
repairs. The repair contract on D-ATJG was the beginning of a two year
program where Lufthansa DC-3s were overhauled by the Swiss com-
pany. (Alfred Muser)

During the repair work, the Swiss discovered that this was not the
first time D-ATJG had been damaged. The aircraft had previously
belonged to KLM Royal Dutch Airlines under the registration PH-
ASM and had been nicknamed “Mees” (Titmouse). Shortly after the
War began, the Dutch had painted “Holland” in large letters on all
KLM DC-3s. These neutrality markings, however, did not prevent
“Mees” from being attacked by a German floatplane over the North
Sea on 26 September 1939. Captain J.J. Moll succeeded in reaching
Schiphol airfield, with two passengers killed and no less than 80
bullet holes in fuselage and wings. After the aircraft was repaired, it
was repainted in an overall Orange paint scheme, which was later
adopted by all KLM, Belgian Sabena and Swedish A.B.A. civil air-
liners. The aircraft was captured by German troops at Schipol air-
field on 16 May 1940, served briefly with the Lufiwaffe (NA+LE), and
later transferred to Lufthansa on 15 June 1940.

Repairs were completed on 29 June 1942 after more than three
months work involving 26,718 man hours. Flugkapitidn F. Zimmer-
man with Radio Operator Wegmann conducted the first test flight,
and later that morning ferried D-ATJG from Diibendorf to Stuttgart-
Echterdingen. A ceremony was held at the Hotel Triibsee Ob Engel-
berg where Swissair Technical Director Groh turned over the aircraft
to Lufthansa’s chief test pilot Von Engel.

Swissair mechanics maneuver D-ATJG’s fuselage from the transport dolly
in preparation for its repairs. The repairs would require over 26,718
man hours spread over a three month period to complete. Upon com-
pletion of the repairs, the airliner was delivered to Lufthansa at Stuttgart-
Echterdingen airport on 29 June 1942, by Flugképitan F. Zimmermann.
(Alfred Muser)

The DC-3 was disassembled and shipped to Switzerland during late
1941. Components were offloaded from flatcars on the military side of
Dibendorf-Wangen airfield and trucked across the field to the Swissair
facility on the northwest side of the field. (Alfred Muser)

D-ATIG (Serial 2142) remained in Lufthansa service until late
1944 or early 1945 flying Lufthansa’s Spanish route. The last recor-
ded flight by the DC-3 was on 3 September 1944, after which D-
ATJG's records cease. Itis believed that the aircraft was destroyed by
strafing Allied fighters during late 1944 or early 1945.

Commercial ties between Swissair and Lufthansa continued
and at least ten other Lufthansa DC-3s were overhauled in Swit-
zerland between August of 1942 and December of 1943, The aircraft
to be overhauled were flown to Diibendorf by German crews and
after the overhaul was completed were returned by either Lufthansa
or Swissair crews. For flights over Switzerland, the DC-3s were
usually re-painted with Swiss national insignia to prevent the air-
craft from being fired on by Swiss anti-aircraft units.

During late 1943 the Swiss government, concerned that commer-
cial cooperation with Germany might weaken Swiss neutrality,
brought political pressure to bear on Swissair to end the main-
tenance program. On 22 December 1943, the last Lufthansa aircraft
overhauled by Swissair (DC-2 D-AJAS) left Diibendorf for Ger-
many and the program was quietly phased out.

D-ATJG’s nose section was totally destroyed in the crash landing. The
replacement nose section was totally hand made since the US had
placed an embargo on the shipment of aircraft parts for US-built aircraft
to neutral countries. (Alfred Muser)
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S for Sugar

On Tuesday, 11 January 1944, the 303rd Bomb Group based at

Molesworth, Huntingdonshire left England as the lead Group of a
force of 177 B-17s dispatched by the Ist Air Division against the
Focke Wulf plant at Oschersleben. The target was involved in pro-
duction of Fw 190 fighters and was well defended by both flak and
fighters. The bombers were met with heavy fighter opposition and
losses were severe. The Oschersleben force lost a total of thirty-four
Fortresses, most to determined fighter attacks. Flying as the lead for-
mation, the 303rd Bomb Group suffered the heaviest losses — eleven
B-17s.

Returning crews reported over 400 individual fighter attacks dur-
ing the three and a half hour mission with the 303rd Group bearing
the bruntof these attacks. After the mission GEN Robert Travis, who
had led the force, totalled the cost: thirty-four B-17s shot down,
eighty-three damaged, nine men killed, eleven others wounded, and
349 missing in action. Oschersleben had its price, but the bombers
had seriously damaged the Focke Wulf plant. All 1st Air Division
Groups that participated in the raid were awarded Distinguished
Unit Citations.

One of the aircraft reported missing by the 303rd Bomb Group
was a combat veteran with well over fifty missions to its credit. The
Flying Fortress, a B-17F-27-BO (41-24619), was one of the original
aircraft that had accompanied the Group to England on 17 Novem-
ber 1942. The B-17 carried no name. but a painting of “Bugs Bunny”
had been painted on the nose of the aircraft. The B-17 was known

simply as “S" for Sugar (from the aircraft code GN*S carried on the
fuselage side).

With “Bugs Bunny” on its nose the Fortress seemed to live a
charmed life; it always managed to escape the “hunters” over Ger-
many and had survived all the rough missions. Sugar was a conten-
der for the title, “first B-17 to complete fifty missions”, however, she
missed the honor by three missions. Knockout Dropper, another B-
17 of the same Group reached the magic number on 16 November
1943, Sugar’s forty-seventh tripto Germany. M/SGT Fred Kuhn and
his ground crew kept “Bugs”in top combat condition throughout its

career with the 427th Squadron and by early 1944 Sugar was one of
the few original 303rd Bomb Group B-17s still flying, others that had
Joined the Group were gone — mostly lost to flak and fighters over
Germany.

On its last mission, “Bugs Bunny” was flown by 2nd LT Thomas
L. Simmons and co-pilot Fred E. Reichel. The crew included: navi-
gator 2nd LT William L. Clyatt, bombardier 2nd LT Richard W,
Vaughn, engineer S/SGT Wallace S. Elljott. radio operator S/SGT
Joseph A. Bennett, right waist gunner SGT Robert D. Stewart, left

The crew of ‘S’ for Sugar on her last mission: (left to right, standing):
Richard W. Vaughn, Bill L Clyatt Jr, Fred E. Reichel, Thomas Lamar Sim-
mons. (left to right, kneeling): Leon Hasty, Bob F. Livingston, Joe A.
Bennet, BobD. Stewart, Wallace S. Elliot, and Dante C. DiPietra. (Robert

Sugar did notcarrya name, but oniy a rather jovial Bugs Bunny with th
greeting HI DOC ! on the nose. As a security precaution the Norde!
bomb sight was covered when on the ground. In the event, the Nazi
had gained complete details of the sight long before the first Americal
bomber went into action over Europe. (Steve Birdsall)

waist gunner SGT Robert F. Livingston, ball turret gunner SGI
Dante C. Di Pietra and tail gunner SGT Wesley L. Hasty. The cre
had completed three missions in "Bugs”, their first being a mission
to Bremen on 16 December. It was a common practice within the
Group for green crews to be assigned an older, war weary aircral
and were usually positioned near the rear of the Group formation
until they had proven themselves as competent formation flyers,

Atapproximately 1202, two minutes from the Initial Point, a pai
of Focke Wulf Fw 190 fighters attacked the 427th Squadron’s forma:
tion and badly crippled S for Sugar”. With one engine on fire, I
Simmons dropped out of formation and gave the order to bail ou
The navigator, William Clyatt remembers the bailout:

"We were a replacement crew, rwo of us had flown five missions,
one had three missions and the rest of the crew had completed
Jour missions. We all survived the battle and bailed out suc-
cessfully, and were capiured. After we were rounded up, four or
Jive of us were held in St. Andresberg. Later, we were taken to
Bad Lauterberg where we Joined the rest of the crew and other
Americans crews. We were in terrogated, then loaded onto busses
and taken to Bordhausen where we remained for several days,
before being joined by other POWs and sent to Oberursel and
then finally to permanent incarceration, The officers were sent
to Stalag Luft I at Barth on the Baltic Sea.”

SGT Robert F. Livingston, the left waist gunner would not survi

the war. He died of pneumonia on 24 March 1944, while at Stalag
Luft 17B at Krems, Austria.

The ground crew of ‘S’ for Sugar just a few days before the bomb ]
last mission. (Left to right): Crew chief Fred Kuhn, SGT Trieber, SGT Al

Steele, SGT Danny E. King, and SGT Warren T. Allen. (Robert D.
Stewart)




Ground crew performing routine maintenance onone of Sugar'sengines.  The wreckage of Sugar after the Fortress crashed between Bad Lauter-
The B-17F of the 303rd Bomb Group was one of the contenders forthe  berg and Braunlage/Harz on 11 January 1944. The local towns people
title ‘first Fortress to complete 50 missions’. She was, however, edged  often visited the wreckage until a salvage team finally cleaned up the
out by another 303rd Fortress, Knockout Dropper. The Fortress with  crash site and shipped Sugar to a German scrap yard. (Herbert Kruse)

‘Bugs Bunny’ on the nose survived over fifty missions before the Luftwaffe
Jagers finally bagged the Hase on 11 January 1944. (National Air and

Space Museum)

Pilotless Sugar continued flying in a north-easterly direction,
steadily loosing altitude. After crossing the small town of Bad Lauter-
berg, “S™ for Sugar spun out of control and crashed into a forest at
Oderhaus between Bad Lauterberg and Braunlage/Harz. The Lufi-
waffe Jiger had finally got the Hase! The local town’s people frequen-
ly visited the wreckage of “S™ for Sugar until a Luftwaffe salvage
team finally cleaned up the crash site and shipped the wreckage to a
German scrap dump.

(Right) A German family at the crash site of Sugar during the Winter of
1944, Located in an inaccessible forested area, the crash site was typ-
ical of the conditions under which the Berge Bataillone’s often had to
operate. (Herbert Kruse)

(Below) The target which cost the Eighth Air Force thirty-four heavy
bombers, including Sugar and sent her crew to a German POW camp,
was the Focke Wulf plant at Oschersleben. The mission cost the 303
Bomb Group eleven B-17s, its highest loss on a single mission. (Willy
Radinger)



MISS OUACHITA

On 21 Febraury 1944 the Eighth Bomber Command dispatched
861 heavy bombers to bomb Lufiwaffe airfields in Germany as part
of Big Week the Eighth’s all out campaign to cripple the Lufiwaffe.
Most of the formations, however, were forced to seek targets of
opportunity when their primary and secondary targets were socked
in by bad weather. The 3rd Air Division, led by H2S radar equipped
B-17s, was the only formation that hit their primary targets, the air-
fields at Diepholz and Brunswick. Of the 861 bombers that took off
that morning, sixteen failed to return along with five of their figh-
ter escorts.

Amongthe aircraftlostthat day was MISS OUACHITA, a Doug-
las built B-17F-20-DL (42-3040) of the 91st Bomb Group based at
Bassingbourn, Cambridgeshire. 2nd LT Spencer K. Osterberg flew
the battered Fortress as a spare on the mission to Giitersloh airfield.
It was the first mission he and his crew had flown with MISS
OCAUCHITA. LT Osterberg recalled the mission:

On the way to the target, the Group changed course from time to time
to avoid areas where heavy anti-aircrafi fire could be expected. On
one of these course changes the Group turned to the right, but the air-
craft I was flying wing on turned left. My top turret gunner, T/SGT
Lambert R. Brostrom, saw us going away from the formation and
called out “Formation Right!". I banked right and went to full throt-
tle, but there was to much distance between us and the rest of Group.
We were now outside the protection offered by of the guns of the other
aircraftin the Group and German fighters hit us several times before |
was able to close the gap.

MISS OUANCHITA, a B-17F (42-3040) of the 91st Bomb Group is check
out by her ground crew after a mission during the Fall of 1943, MISS
QUANCHITA would not return from a mission against Luftwaffe airbases
on 21 February 1944, (USAF via Ethell)

Focke Wulf Fw 190 fighters of 11 Jagdgeschwader 1 repeatedly
attacked the lone Fortress hoping to score a kill before the B-17
could reach the protection offered by the massed firepower of the
rest of the formation. The top gunner shot down one fighter before
he was killed by a cannon shell exploding in his turret. The Fw 190s
pressed home their attacks on MISS OUACHITA seriously damag-
ing the tail section, radio compartment and oxygen tanks.

Wounded, T/SGT Harold Klem, along with S/SGT Clayton E.
Morningstar, bailed out west of Hannover and were captured by
German personnel from Rheine Air Base. SGT Klem was taken to
the branch hospital at Lemgo for medical treatment before being
transferred to Oberursel on 27 February.

LT Osterberg, the pilot, recounts what happened to the air-
craft:

By the time I had regained the formation my oxygen mask was

pressed up against my face and I had to take it off to breath. I knew I

could not stay at this attitude very long without oxygen. I pulled back
on the power and headed down towards a cloud bank that was well
below us. The fighters hit us one more time on the way down before we
were in the safety of the clouds. We built up a lot of ice flying through
the clouds and when we broke out I went down as close to the ground
as I couldto keep from being spotted by fighters. We came to atown,

2nd LT Spencer K. Osterberg’s MISS OUANCHITA bellied in at Bexten
near Salzbergen on 21 February 1944, A cannon shell exploded in the
top turret killing the engineer, T/SGT Lambert R. Brostrom. The Ger-
man pilot on top of the fuselage, Leo Schuhmacher, is wearing a US fly-
ing jacket, a highly prized trophy. (Bundsarchiv)
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Major Heinz Baer inspects another of his victories,MISS OUANCHITA, a

B-17F-20-DL of the 91st Bomb Group. MAJ Baer was credited with at
least thirty B-17s kills out of his 220 victories and was himself shot down
eighteen times during the war. He survived the war only to be killedinan
accident on 28 April 1957. (Bundesarchiv)
could see a church steeple and I decided to go to the left of it. In doing
s0 I flew over a German airfield and I could see fighters taking off.
They were soon making firing runs on us and the co-pilot, John E.
Van Beran, was killed. As more fighters joined in attacking us, I
decided our only chance was to crash land the aircraft.

LT Osterberg crashed landed the crippled Fortress at Bexten,
near Salzbergen at 1527. The crew tried unsuccessfully to destroy the
aircraft and were quickly captured by members of the Volksstrum
(Home Guard). The pilot, navigator 2nd LT Morris J. Roy, bombar-
dier 2nd LT George J. Zebrowski, assistant engineer S/SGT Alexan-
der W. Siatkowski, assistant radio operator S/SGT Samuel P.
Aldridge and Gunner SGT Jay J. Milewski were sent to the interro-

gation center at Oberursel then to Stalag Luft I. The dead crewmen,
John Beran and Lambert Brostrom, were buried in the POW
cemetery at Linge.

A salvage team led by Oberleutnant Radetzky considered the
damage to MISS OUACHITA repairable and began preparations to
retrieve the B-17. The next morning, personnel from Dreierwalde
Air base began removing the ammunition, guns, instruments and
other important equipment from the B-17. They had just finished
when the Fortress was discovered by prowling Allied fighters. The
fighters made several strafing runs over the crippled Fortress, finally
setting iton fire. The Lufiwaffe had lost another potentially flyable B-
17, and the twisted, burned out wreck was sent to a German scrap
yard to be melted down for its aluminum.

MA.J Heinz Baer and Leo Schuhmacher closely examine the B-17’s sur-
vival equipment. The gaping hole torn in the port wing was caused by
cannon fire from MAJ Baer’s Fw 190 fighter. The partially inflated life
raft on the wing was removed from its compartment by the salvage team
from Dreierwalde air base (Bundesarchiv)




The salvage team from Dreierwalde air base, under the command Ober-
leutnant Radetzky surveyed the B-17 and reported that despite the
damage done to the wing and tail section, the Fortress was repairable.
(Dutch War Archives)

L

The salvage team had just completed removing the guns, radios, instru-
ments, and other important equipment from MISS OUANCHITA, when
the Fortress was discovered by Allied fighters. The fighters made several
strafing attacks on the bomber, finally setting it on fire. The now useless
wreck was later removed to a German scrap yard. (Thomas Kohstall)



Wulf Hound, a B-17F-27-B0 (41-24585 PU*B). was the first Flying Fortress / ;
captured by the Luftwaffe on 12 December 1942. She was repainted in Ger-

man insignia and received the side code DL+ XC. 124585‘ L

DC-2-115 H NA+LA was used by General Christiansen as his personal
transport during 1940. The airliner was captured at Schiphol airport where it
had been flown by KLM Airlines as PH-AKT.

General Christiansen

Wehrmachtbefehlshabar
der Niederiande

bru- B-25C Mitchell of the 340th Bomb Group was forced down at Djedeida,

p=n Tunisia and closely examined by Luftwaffe personnel who sent detailed

msl reports on the bomber back to Germany.

es o ==

all)
B-26B Marauder (41-17790) of the 319th Bomb Group during its ferry flight
to England on 3 October 1943. The Marauder was lured off course by a false
German radio beam and crash landed on the Dutch Island of Noord Be-
veland.

-

-

a8\ ! LT Wall's B-26B was repaired at Gilze-Rijen airfield during November of

|- 1942, however, the aircraft remained grounded until a pair of replacement

b propellers were obtained.

L
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A Spitfire Mk |, Hawker Hurricane, North American Mustang Mk | and
Westland Lyslander represent the Royal Air Force at Nanterre. It is
believed that the Mustang lis AM 180, flown by F/LT L. Bennet of No 239
Squadron. The Mustang crash landed at Adinkerke Belgium on 22 July
1943. None of the aircraft on display were in airworthy condition.
(Bundesarchiv)

An Unusual Museum

During the Second World War the Germans established 4 num-
ber of ‘Sample Collections’ (museums) of captured enemy equip-
ment. One of the first such museums was established at Rechlin, and
was soon followed by other collections after the war began in Sep-
tember of 1939. The first items of captured enemy equipment in the
Sample Collection at Rechlin arrived during the Spanish Civil War.
The Russian aircraft had been carefully dismantled and inves-
tigated at Berlin-Adlershof before being puton display. The Sample
Collections were to provideLufiwaffe personnel with a knowledge of
the equipment they could possibly be facing in combat.

One of the largest Sample Collections was located at the Beu-
tepark der Lufiwaffe 5 at Paris-Nanterre and included a section for
airframes, engines, weapons, anti-aircraft guns, and equipment
such as parachutes, life rafts, radios, and instruments. Besides Wes-
tern aircraft, the collection had several Soviet aircraft on display,
including a MiG-3 and a Polikarpov 1-153. Data placards with the
aircraft’s technical data provided the visitor with an impression of
the performance of the exhibit. For security reasons, entrance to the
Sample Collection was restricted to German military personnel.
The majority of aircraft displayed at Beurepark 5 were not airworthy,

Part of the ‘Sample Collection’ of Beutepark 5 der Luftwaffe at Paris-
Nanterre. The museum was created to give Luftwaffe personnel an
impression of the equipment used by enemy forces in Europe. The B-17
tail belonged to a B-17F-70-BO of the 92nd Bomb Group based at
Alconbury. The Handley Page Hampden has had part of its wing struc-
ture exposed to reveal details of the bomber’s construction. (Bun-
desarchiv)

—

Framed by the landing gear of a Hawker Hurricane its replacement in
RAF Fighter Command, a Hawker Typhoon, displays its complex Sabrg
engine. The Westland Lysander is believed to be formerly operated by

1

1

¢

No 161 Squadron, which was involved in flying agents into occupied
France (similar to the mission of KG 200). The Lyslander was reported
missing while on a clandestine mission to France on 28 May 1942,

(Bundesarchiv)

and many were damaged. Heavy bombers were usually displayed by ,

cutting the aircraft into sections. By the Summer of 1943 the
Museum included either complete examples or parts from all major
aircraft in Allied use.

The aircraft and equipment displayed in the Sample Collections
were gathered by Bergerrupps from all over German occupied
territory and sent to Beutepark der Luftwaffe where the items were
screened for display or scrap. Obsolete aircraft were later scraped
because of a lack of space, but during the Summer of 1943 the collec-

tion included a Beech 18 and an Autogiro, both of which had been *

captured by the Wehrmacht during the French campaign.

Lufiwaffe personnel visiting the display at Nanterre were able to
gain information on the latest developments in Allied aircraft. By
studying the displays German fighter pilots were able to develop
combat tactics for use in combat against Allied aircraft. The Nan-
terre Sample Collection grew steadily until the Autumn of 1944,
when the retreating Germans destroyed the museum.

The forward fuselage of ERNIE a Boeing B-17F on display at Nanterre,
The radio compartment .50 caliber machine gun mount is displayed in
front of a poster depicting the B-17’s country of origin, specifications,
armament, and performance data. The step ladder allowed personnel
to view the cockpit through the pilots open window. (Bundesarchiv)

gr——
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The Fortress fuselage sections on display at Nanterre came from two
different B-17Fs. The identity of Ernie is unknown, however, the tail sec-
tion came from a B-17F-85-BO (42-30037 BK*F) of the 384th Bomb
Group. The Fortress was lost on 26 June 1943 when LT Lykej Hender-
son crashed in France destroying the entire forward fuselage. (Bun-
desarchiv)

(Below) German engineers carefully cut away this Merlin V-1650 engine
to reveal the construction of this powerful motor. German engineers
were impressed and surprised by the performance of the “Merlin”
engine. Many examples of powerplants were shipped to technical sch-
ools throughout the Reich. (Bundesarchiv)

Even obsolete aircraft such as this French flown Beech Staggerwing
and an Autogiro (F-AOHZ) were displayed at Nanterre. Both aircraft
were captured during the French campaign of 1940. The autogiro’s
fuselage was cut away to show its control system. (Bundesarchiv)

(Above) The armament branch in the “Sample Collections” included
turrets and guns from American, British, Soviet and French aircraft. A
tail turret from a B-17 is flanked by British Frazer Nash nose and tail
turrets from a Lancaster bomber. (Bundesarchiv)

The aero-engine branch of the museum contained a vast collection of
engines from various Allied aircraft. A number of engines were dis-
played partially disassembled to show the inner workings of the engine.
(Bundesarchiv)



Down And Go, a B-17F-90-BO (42-30146 TS*A) of the 94th Bomb Group,
crash landed at Alvedore Holme, Denmark on 29 July 1943. The Fortress was
later destroyed in an accident while attached to KG 200.

TSk A

DC-3 of KLM Royal Dutch Airlines carried the name MEES (Titmouse) in
Black on the nose prior to being painted in overall Orange.

Anincident over the North Sea prompted the Dutch to repaint their airlin
in an overall Orange neutrality scheme. This DC-3 would later be opera
by Lufthansa as D-ATIG. ]

D-ATIJG was damaged in a landing accident at Oslo, Norway and repaired
by Swissair. The repair contract on D-ATIJG led to a two year commercial
maintenance program between Swissair and Lufthansa.
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“S"for Sugar, a B-17F-27-BO (41-24619 GN*S) of the 303rd Bomb Group was
lost after completing over fifty missions to Germany. The aircraft was des-
troyed in the crash and the wreckage shipped to a German scrap yard.



|

North American Mustang I of 239 Squadron Royal Air Force was captured
by the Lufrwaffe and put on display as part of the Sample Collection at Paris-
Nanterre.

Major Carl Beckham flew this P-47D-5-RE (42-8476 YJ*X) named LITTLE
DEMON. MAJ Beckham was the leading ace of the 8th Air Force with eigh-
teen kills when he was shot down by flak on 22 February 1944,

CAPT Thomas E. Joyce crash landed his P-51D-10-NA (44-14271 QP*K)
near Bernau on 12 September 1944. The Lufrwaffe salvaged the Mustang and
transported the wreck to Gottingen Air Base for repair. The damage was
more extensive than originally thought and repairs were never made.

The Lufiwaffe operated a number of P-51D Mustangs for training. 2.Staffel of —
the Versuchsverband Oberbefehlshaber der Luftwaffe toured fighter bases in- / (B
structing German fighter pilots in the fine points of combating the Mus- y o)
tang. I / ‘ 1

.d__ﬂ \l —

The Lufiwaffe repainted at least two P-51D Mustangs in Dark Green over
Yellow undersurfaces. One of the P-51s was recovered by US troops in May of
1945.
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Major Walter

C. Beckham In the cockpit of his P-47D Thunderbolt, LIT-
TLE DEMON. At this tima Backham owned the bushiest fighter pilot
mustache in Europe. After twenty unsuccessful sortlas ha shaved off
the mustache and the next day scored his first kill. (Walter Carl Beck-
ham)

*“...Take The Boys
Home”

Major Walrer Carl Beckham was one of the outstanding
American fighter pilotsaf the Second World War, Belure he was shot
down vn 22 February 1944, MAJ Beckham re-wiote the Eighth
Fighter Commuand’s gunnery manual and had scored 1o less thun
eighteen victories becoming the leading 1S ace in Europe MAJ
Heckham wasborn on 12 May 1916 and jeined the Army Adr Dorce
inApril af 1941 He was commissioned fve days alter Pearl Harhor
and saw service in the Canal Zone before armving in Eurape in
Qetiher af 1947,

Beckham joined the 353rd Fighter Group based at Gioxhill, Lin-
colnshire during the summer of 1943, Thix Group eventually
pioneered the ground attack techniques thut were later adapred by
both the &th and Sth Air Forces. Beckham both felt and looked like a
lighter pilat. He had grown the bushiest fighter pilot mustache in all
of England The mustache even drew the stares of civilians, which
embarrussed Beckham, because he had vet to score o kill — he
shaved the mustache oll

The next day, 23 September 1943, he seared his first kill, a Focke
Wult Fw 1590, "Turk’, as he was nicknamed by his fellow pilats. des-
wroyed three enemy planes during an escorl mission w Milnster an
10 Ceioher. During his next six sorties Beckham claimed #ix more
kills, For hermsm during the Miinster mission he wus awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross and in November he ussumed com-
i of the 3515t Fighter squadron, 355rd Fighter Group.

Hix personal aireraft was LITTLE DEMON, o Republic P-271-
3-RE (42-8476) Thunderbolt (coded Y1*X), and most of his viclores
were gained while Mving this Jug” LITTLE DEMON"s ground crew:
crew chiel 5/5GT Henry Hush, assistant crew chief SGT Marvin
Eichstaedt and armuourer SGT Richard Verity kept the Thunderbuoll
n perfect condition

During early 1944 Turk became the Fighth Air Foree's leading
ace when he downed a Messerschiniil BE 109 and a Focke Wall Fw
190 aver Frankiurt on 8 February — his 17th and 18th victories The
=7 year old Major was still zight victories short of his goal, Captam
Ediie Rickenbacker's Warld War One record of tweniy-six kills,

Eighth Fighwer Command hepgan experimenting with new tetics
that involved strafing Lufwaffe aireratt on the ground ot their buses,
The 353rd Fighter Group praneered these tactics and ground siral-
ing quickly became an important part of American leliler laclics.

Shooling up ground rargets. particularly airfields, on the way
home from bomber escort missions became common pructice. The
fighters would provide escar lor the bambers on the Lip out and
wheit relieved by other escort groups, the Thunderbolts would make
low level atlucks ngains| targets of oppanunity on the way home. [
was hoped that a signilicanl number of fafwaffe fighters would be
caughr refueling and rearming afler their attacks against the homhb-
ers and be desiroyed by the marauding Thunderbalis,

3R

MAJ Backham (in Mae Wast) and his ground crew in front of LITTLE
DEMOWN, from lefl toright: SGT Marvin Eichstaedt, assistant crew chief,
SGT Richard Verity, armourer, MA.J Beckham, and 5/5GT Henry Bush,
tha craw chial. Backham commandad the 351st Fighter aqumn.l
basad at Metfield, Suffolk. (imperial war Museum) |

Oun 22 February 1944, 351 P-47s af bath the Sth and 9th Fighter
Commands were dispalched w provide esearn for the bamber force
atlacking the aircrall plants at Aschersleben, Bernborg and Hal
berstadt in Centrul Germuny. Ejght Thunderbalts failed to return,
tive from the 353rd FG. Against these losses, the Americans claimad
fifty-nine Lufrwaffe fighters. On that duy, however, the Germang
gained a major vicrory when they shot down the leading American
Ace in the European ‘Theater of Operations — Major Walter €,
Beckhuam,

The 353rd Group, led by Colonel Glenn B Duncan, was sched-
uled 1o escort the bombers as far as the Honn-Koblenz aren, Q0L
Duncan led White Night, with MAJ Heckham in the lead of Blue
Right. On this mission, MAJ Beckham was not {lying LITTLE
DEMOMN. He was Qying 4 new P-470-11-RE (42-75226 caded YI*X)
with a 2,000 hyp Pratt und Whitney R-2800-63 engine featuring water
injection, The waler injection system boosted engine power from
LD to 2200 hp for short periods of ime, giving this variant a
significant burst of speed for emergencies.

After being relieved of their escort duty, the Group went down on
thedeck looking tortargers COL Duncan sighted a nuimber of Junk-
ers Ju 885 und Focke Wull Fw 190s a1 Ostheim airfield near Cologne |
and called Whike Might, beoer known as “1Bill's Buzz Bovs to follow |
him down across theenemy leld. Atapproximately 1520 Beckham's
Blue flight, which had beenorbiling as wip eaver followed, makinga |
diving attack on the same wirlicld. They attacked Ostheim lrom
southeast o northwest shootng al g row of parked Fw 190s, The
delending anti-aircrall crews had been alered by COL Duncars
attack and were ready when Beckham's flight swepr in over the i
field Boundary.

A Zmam cannon shell from one of the unti-wireraft puns exploded
under the nose of Beckham's Thunderboll crippling the enpine,
Returning crews reported " very fewvy lghe ok mose of whick
exploded fust above the flighe. . " Beckham made 2 rightwam ellercom-
pleting his run al 20 feet and climbed 1o reach a safe altitude 10 bail
out. As he climbed, he called his wingman, 1st LT Perpente to stay
low, A day later, 15t LT Perpente, Nying Blue 2 and 188 LT Frank N
Frray, Blue 3, wrote the following stalement 1 their intelligence
debrieling reports:

We hrake afier the antack inte a sharp vighl e, Major
Heckham s Phunderbolt had beew Bit ard wis lerving a tead of
iighr smake. Hle was heading toverd o wooded ridae 1o the
Northeast of the airdrome and had clirmbed to abowt 1,200 feet
wehers we fast s feime, He vadioed s thar his givereft wes on fire
arid thet e would fave o bail oat, e repomtediy tald ws o leave
b cenved wo on home an the dack, and pove ws the corract course
o e He told ws 1o tell the bove o lang’ far him when we
o o,
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First 1 seutznant Crearpe 1. Perpente added:

Heckkams Marde draew! cracked nivn the inrerphione
radti “Take the Boys Home, Georse Foan't make ir! Cer the
Fell out of here, Take a conrse of 300 degrees. siay dow anid ge?
gaing, I hope to see o all later”

MAJ Beckham recalled the events leading b his hatlout:

Twas bt by ek on oar way dawe ta gitack sare FI 15

i on the airdrorme af Osthei, The engine was smeking and even-

tuestly caught fire, Bui $sill had powerand contrel af the bivd —

w I oconitnned iy allack. Afer feaving Ostheim, 1 flew e

Opladen, a few nides novthwest of Oshetm. The fire in my
: engitie finally worked s way fata the cockpit sa 1 pumped
: pemternier befng i my parachate ahour efght ar nine undred
Jeer fram cive growund and seeing my plane crask in o targe ball
af fire { remember thinking: "Good. it can't be fown fne our
enemies,’

Beckham's P-4713-11-RE crashed near a farmhouse at Berp-
- Meukirchen hetwean Bonn and Diren al approximately 1530, The
Taunderbalt was almost completely destroyed. The tail section was

Beckham's Thunderbolt exploded on impact and axcept for the tail sec-
h. Bion was totally destroyed. Heavy steel parts, such as the landing pear
- might be salvageabla, however, tha usual result of a high spesd craszh
- wis 4 pile of twisted metal usable only as scrap. (Bundesarchiv)
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Only the tail of Beckham's aircraft remained recognizabla. Tha P-47D-
11-RE {42-T5226 YJ*X) was similar ta LITTLE DEMON but featured a
new Pratt and Whitney R-2800-63 engine with water injection. The

water injection gave tha angine an outpul of 2,300 hp for short periods
of time. |Bundesarchiv)

the larpest prece of wreckage remaining intact, Walter Beckham con-
unues his story:

Llgeraded ta e free, lnckily waikient, A crowd afangre German
civiltans wonld have slawghtored me one hod our g long
switchblads knife and kept referving ta me as a Schwainehund
frat), but the Police from Qpladon arteed in mtme and rescised
mre, The Palice began ta question me — i Govman { coulidn @
urdcrstand one word of thoir guestions and if ! had answered,
Hiey couldn @ have understoad me, Later T was incarcerated a
Stafag Lufi HT at Sagan, Geemany. Dremomber being cold and
fringry mast of the Hene Twas a prisonsr

Major Walter . Beckham survived the war and laler becane o
Colomel in the post war USAF,

MAJ Walter Beckhamin the custody of the Reich. In fifty-saven missions
over Germany he gained eighteen kills bafore being shot down by flak
over Ostheim on 22 February 1244. He recalled that: ...the gueslions
tha Garmans askad me were In Garman, | covidn't understend one
word... ", Ha spant the remaindar of tha war in Stalag Luff N at Sagan,
Germany, (Bundesarchiv)

- 8 g
o bt | ‘J‘ i g
il e - i
e 3 - i
i w
. £
i |




MISS OUACHITA a B-17F-20-DL (42-3040) of the 91st Bomb Group was
. damaged by FW-190s of II/JG 1 and forced tocrash land at Bexten on 21 Feb-
b lmm‘ ruary 1944. Before the Lufrwaffe could salvage the Fortress she was destroyed
5 by strafing Allied fighters.

- Y

Miss Nonalee I1 a B-17F-100-B (42-30336) was lost during a mission against
the Focke Wulf plant at Marienburg, Poland on 9 Oct 1943 when LT Bell was
forced to land the crippled Fortress at Norholm Mark, Denmark.

SHADY LADY, a B-17G (42-97385), of the
398th Bomb Group based at Nuthampstead,
England crash landed at Rechicourt Le
Chateau, France on 8 September 1944. Amer-
ican fighters destroyed the bomber before it ;
could be recovered by the Germans.

B-17G-25-DL (42-38017 XR*O) of the 100th Bomb Group was captured on 3 I
March 1944 at Schleswig-Jagel airfield. The Fortress was assigned to KG 200 - |lER
becoming the first B-17G to serve in the clandestine Kampfgeschwader @ cC 38017

[

Sleepy Time Gal. a B-17G-30-DL (42-38211) of the 452nd Bomb Group crash ‘
landed near Nienburg on 8 March 1944. The pilot, Theodore MacDonald

was later questioned by a native of his home town, Rochester, New York. The
former acquaintance was now a Luftwaffe interrogator.

ec
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SUNSHINE a B-24H-5-FO (42-52106) landed in error at Venegono, Italy on
29 March 1944. The Liberator’s crew were forced to participate in filming a
German propaganda movie of their “surrender”™.

SUNSHINE was repainted with German markings at Venegono, before
being ferried to Richlin for testing.

The Liberator’s twin tailed silhouette led the Germans to outfit SUNSHINE
with radar and use her to shadow RAF bomber formations over the Reich.
For night missions the fuselage identification band was painted out and the

Balkenkreuze enlarged.

iii"‘g?:.':-“}" =
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KO+ XA was formerly flown by the 389th Bomb Group based at Hethel, Nor- 41 28779
folk. The B-24H-15-DT (41-28779) was captured on 20 June 1944 and as-

signed to I/KG 200 at Wackersleben. The XO+XA code appeared on the

lower wing surfaces only.

== -

i B-24J-145-CO (44-40132) was lost on a mission against the Junkers plant at
/Bernburg on 7 July 1944. The Liberator was shot down by an Fw 190A-8
of IV(Strum)JG3.
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Miss NON ALEE II

On 9 Ociober 1943, the Fighth Air Force launched its mnsr
ambitiouws ratd of the vear. 378 bombers from all three Bomber
Divisions would allack targets deep wilhin the Reich. 115 B-17 Fly
ing Fortresses of the 1st Adr Division were tisgeled againstthe Arado
Component Factory at Anklam in East Prussia. Bombers af the 2nd
and 3rd Adr Divisions wers 1o attack targets in occupied Paland, 100
Ird Aar Dhvision aircrall headed tor the Llarge Focke Wull planr ar
Marienburg (Malbark ). an important center for production af bw
190 fighters. while the remaining B-175 and B-245 of the 2nd Air
Division hombed the harbors at Gdynia and Danzig (Gdanzk) The
bombing results were impressive with the Marienburg force scoring
excellent results with nonimal loszes (two atrcralt). The rand, however,
did provided the Germans with another intact B=-17F.

gt LT Gilyndon 13 Bell of the 385th Bomhb Group left Greal
Ashiicld, Sullolk in Miss Monalee 11, 2 B-17F-100-BO042-303 260, Bell's
erew included co-pilel 2nd LT Arnold P. Maurtin, navigator 2od LT
Frapk L. Baclunan, bombardier 2nd LT Joseph Cstermani, engliees
T/SGT Henry P. Elliott, radio aperator T/SGT Lloyd E Rodemer.
Rall tierret punner 5/5001 Harold Rudick, tail gunaner 55000 Albert
W, Spencer dr and the two waist gunners, SGT John Edli and 5001
Marshall F. Bryan, 8/SCT Charlton K Browing was 4 passcngeran
the mission, assigned as un senal phowgrapher w reeord The homb-
ing for headguariers,

On the way w the larger, Viss Nenalee 11 los) the pilch control an
Number Two propeller and Bell had w lfeather it Mow on three
ennes, the Fortress lagged behimed the rest of the formabon, Appros-
imately erght minules luter Bell teomed Miss Monalee 11 lowand newtral
Sweden and salety. Three cther damuged American bombers al=o
headed forthis refuge. SACK TIME SUSY a B-17F of the 96th Bomb
Crrowp landed at Bulltofte, and two 95rd Bomb Groep B-24Ds lan-
ded a1 Rinkaby and Hogshy where they were boamed by their crews
The intact Fortress sets in the meadow at Norholm Mark, near Varde
Danmark. Danish polica ware tha firgt an the scane, but insfead of
arresting the pilot, LT Glyndan D Bell, they set about photographing the
Fortress, Danish police often assisted Allied crews in evading capture,
[Hermann Gammeligard via Esbjerg Kommune)

f 3 ‘n‘ i

grove of rees at the cod made iU imperutive thal the Forlress be

el

Mizs Monales & shortly aHer the landing at Varde on 8 October 1043.To
pravant eabotage, the Garman guards kept Danish civillans at & dis-
creet distance from the downad Fortrass. The trees in the background
made il necessary 10 strip the bomber of all unnecessary weight so that
it could be flown oul of the shorl grass meadow. (Royal Danish Arr
Forca)

With his Mumber Two engine oul the 21 vear old pilot nursed the
=17 lovwe orver enemy tertitory, The navisator spotied a large meadow 1
and insisted it was ingide neurral Sweden. With this assurance, LT i
Bell decided to land and pave the crew the option to either o say
with the aircraft or hail out. They all electad 1o bail out and parachue:
averthe field. Unknown 1o the Amencansthey were shll over occupes
Denmark and they landed in the hands of the local Police. They |
were arrested and held in the jail at Tyskerne before being rransferradin |
the Interraganan Camp at Oherursel.

LT Hell successfully landed Vs Monalee 11 4 large meadow at
Marholm Mark near Varde, Denmark. As he had keen instructad in
England, Hell tried to burn the B-17, withoul success, A group of
Dranish civilizns approached the Forlress and told Bell thal he was
sl in enemy cecupied terilory. Alocal farmer, Sigurd Nielsen, hid
the Bell until nightfall. Under the cover of darkness they made their
way tothe small town of Bredsten, where Bell waz put in conracr with
the Danish Underground, With their assistance, Hell finally reached
naurral Swaden.

Tadicd ot take the Lufiwaile long 1o diseover the intact B-17, Aller
receiving reporls of an undumaged Fortress o sulvage lewn fom
H-.ual:u:g WL dis "tlli..]li..l] I an ﬂtrutlﬂ Ar -Eu. l|-:m*-|:|ur| O b:w.rd

H- l ' Tll.-\., leam surveyed the ]..]ll]lll.j_ sile H.[Id delermined lllul.. l.Lk.
ol with three engines would be Sillicall withoul reducing the i
crad’s weight, The makeshill grass reoway wae 2100 feet long buta

1
|
stripped of gll unnecessary weight 1o insure @ safe takeofT. It was |1
decided to ranser all the guns, armor, ammunition, and radios &
from the B=17 to the Ar 232 hefore attempting 1o fly the B-17 out.  §

The Fortress was ferried to Rechlin from Esbjerg on 18 Oclober 1943,
AT Rechlin the pitch controd on number bwo engine was repaired and
the Fortress anterad Luffwalfe service with the assigned side code of
7+8. (Willy Radinger)
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!nurr-i ol ZG 76 walch as Miss Nonafes if runs up her enginas for

‘anather aortie from Kénigabarg. The B-17F featured two cheek gun

. potitions besides the single .50 caliber machine gun mountad in tha

‘pase. IG 76 Aew mock atiacks against the Fortress and were able to

& sudy the fiing arcs of tha various defansive gun positions. [Peter
Patrick)

The Danish Resistunces were moniloring German activities at

! fhz landing site and decided to anempt to destroy the aircraft before

o thaliermans conld complee therr salvape operabon. A small force

W ander Bent Ollgaard would siempl o blow up Miss Nonalee 11 0n the

might of 1617 Crelober 1943, Unfonunately for the Dunes, howeve,

0 the salvage work progressed rapidly and Hans Werner Lerche was
Albie to takeoll on three engines the same day the the ondergroamd
had planned their antack. Lerche headed for the nearby fufrwaffe air
hase a1 Eshjerg, where all the removed equipmentwas refited to the
B-17 He then left Fshjerg for Hechlin lale that same aflernoon.
psearted by the Arado 232 ransport,

The feathered Mumber Two propeller reduced Miss Monalee 172
saeed and Lerche was unahle o reach Rechlin belone sundown, WNal
~ wiliing tr risk @ night landing on three engines, Lerche tandedd at
~ Schwerin for the nighl and continued an ks Rechlin the next morn-

g The pilch control was repaired and the Foriress entered Lufwaff
* serhiee wilh the Rechlin capenmental code 7+8. The B-17 remuined

hihe Test and Experimental Center for the remaindes of the year,
Duiring the sumimer of 1944 Miss Nonatee 11 departed Rechlinona
lemonstration tour o acquaint fighrer pilors with the B=17. She is
kaown 10 have visited units at Beandis Monch-Riem, Yienna-
-~ Apern, Pregue-Rusin and Kanigsherg | Kaliningrad). The B-17 con-
e i this role, visiting various Gghter units wntil the eod ol 1944,
- The bumber’s lust recorded wip was 1o Leipeig-Brandis airfield in
December of 1944, after which ol records of her activites stop. Miss
* Namies 15 wltinate fate remains a mystery
kﬁwm it over Kénigsberg, Easl Prussia during the Summer of

1844, The B-17F-100-B0 was used by L vitweffe fighter units to develop
ilarception tactics against the B-17. (Pater Patrick)

Miss Nonalees If over Kénigsberg airfield during one of the many training
gortlee fown to suppart ZG 76. Oversizad Balkankrauze have been
paintad an the wing under surfaces to lessen the risk of baing fired on
by friendly anti-aircrafl units. (Peter Patrick)

A Luftwafa officar paints out features of the B- 17 to a visiting pilot. For
avaluation flights at Aechlin, tast instruments and equipment were fit-
ted to the bomber 1o record performance data for later study by Gar-
man engineers. (Willy Radinger)

Fighler crews of Zerstdrergeschwader 76 walk past Miss Nonales il a3
sha starts engines. One of ZG 78's Messerschmitt Me 410 fighters ks vis-
ible under the B-17's port wing tip. [Peter Pelrick)



Lockheed P-38G Lightning was landed in error at Capoterra, Italy on 12 |

June 1943. The Lightning was later used by Colonnello Angelo Tondi to | N
attack a B-17 formation off Torvajanica. The Colonnello shot down a B-17 N
scoring the only known kill by an enemy flown American fighter.

3

Lockheed P-38G of 2.Staffel of the Versuchsverband Oberbefehishaber der
Lufiwaffe. 2.Staffle operated at least two P-38s for reconnaissance duties.

Republic P47D Thunderbolt T9+LK was re-captured by US troops at
Gottingen during late 1944. The Thunderbolt was abandoned by the retreat-
ing Lufiwaffe when it developed mechanical trouble and could not be flown
out.

Lockheed P-38G Lightning T9+ XB of 2.S1affel. The Lightning was later used
in an airshow put on at Rechlin during late 1943.




North American P-51B T9+ HK was used to train Hungarian fighter pilots at
Neuruppin on how to use their FW 190s to best advantage against a P-51.
While atthe base, experienced pilots were also given the opportunity of flying
the Mustang.

North American P-51C Mustang T9+ CK was tested at Rechlin in its original
Olive Drab paint. The Mustang was later based at Hannover-Wunstorf dur-
ing the Summer of 1944.

Mustang T9+CK after being stripped of its Olive Drab paint and assigned to P
2.5taffel of the Versuchsverband Oberbefehishaber der Lufiwaffe during Foiiii:
late 1944, 1 y

Republic P-47D Thunderbolt T9+FK was unusual in that it retained it's
Neutral Gray undersides with a Yellow tail. The fighter was one of atleast two
Thunderbolts operated by 2.Staffel.

This Curtiss Hawk 75A-4 KO+ ZA was captured after the fall of France and
used by the Lufrwaffe in the fighter-trainer role.




Lost Eagle

I'he destruction of German oil production played an important
ritlz in the Allied bombing compaigns of World War IL On 11 and 12
September 1944, the Eighth Adr Force launched major amacks
ugains! Geoman oil production centers ar Ruhland, Plauen, Mis-
burg. Hunnover, and Brix, On both days exceptionally strong
Nghler opposition was encountered and a total of sevenry-five hom-
bers and twenty-nine fighters were shot down hy the Lufreagfe over
e twa days,

O Tuesday, 12 Seprember 1944, a lorce of KiE hombers ascoried
by 662 fighters took off from England. The hombers enizred Ger-
man airspace over Dewrseie Buchr in the Hamhurg area, then tumed
soitheast to Ruhland and the Sudetenland. Between Oschersleben
and Halkerstadt, the 151 Air Division was allacked by lghters of the
feichoverendreune (Delense of the Reich ), including Sogdgeschnwader
4 and 78,

The famed US 4th Fighter Group based at Dehden wag part of
the escort that day. The nucleus of the 4ih Fighrer Giroup were all
highly experienced fighter pilats, having flown Spafires wilh he
Roval Air Force as the Tagle Squadrons’ hefore the TS eniry mio
the war. On 12 September, the $5dth Squadron of the 4ih Fighter
Group furnished sixieen fighters far the mission, The pre-mission
briefing was held at 0730 and the squadron, led by CAPT Curd F.
Brown in his P-51 Mustang coded OP-1, took off ac 0R30,

Landfall was made by the fighters at Den Helder and Lhe squad-
rom rendezvonsed with the ‘Big Fricnds over Hagrenow at 23,000 feet.
Martheast of Herlin, owo bombers were seen going Jown aid an
excited radic message was heard reporling that jet alrcraft were In
the arca, The ‘Edgles’ were o escort the bombers to the target, the
Sudetenlandische Treibstoffwerke AG ar Tirily in Urechoslovakia.
This hydro-chemical plant processed caal into synthetic fucl and
had been in operation since 1942 The Eighth Bomber Command
had visited the plant earlicr, on 12 May 1944, bul the demage lrom
that raid had been repaired and the fucility was back in opera-
ron.

The §54th Fighter Squadron Mew in  foor Qight tactical forma-
non. ‘Red flight was led by CAPT Thomas E. Joyee and included LT
Robert A dickmever, Ralph H. 'Buck’ Buchanan aod LT Arthue 1,
Senecal. Dverthe Rhein-Main arca Aehiers of LG 216G 1 and 1/
G 77 interceptad the homber foree. "Red ight’ bounced the enemy
fighters from 26000 L cngymng Focke Wull Fw 19%0A-85 and

Messerschmiit B 109G- 145 in a running battle over Wiesbaden, LT
Dickmayer cluimed one Fw 190 and shared another FW 190 with 1T
Eurl F. Hustwit from the 336th Squadron. The Bagles' claimed nine
enemy aircraft, but two pilots wera reported missing in acton, [sLLT

46

Captain Thomas E. Joyce of the 4th Fighter Group, based at Debd
Essex bellied in his P-610 Mustang (44-14271 QP*K) at Bernau n
Wiesbaden on 12 Seplember 1944, The dth Fighter Group was dascenr
ded from the “Eegle’" squadrons ol the RAF and is oredited with mon
than 1,000 German fighters destroyed over Europe. (Bundesarchiv)

James C, Lune had bailed out due wo engine trouble over the Trigr)
arcy andd became o POW,

CAPT Thomas E. Joyce was also having engine trouble, the
woolant system had taken a hit and without conlant. it would notke.
long before the engine on his P-S10=10-MA (4414271 OP*k ) seiredk
up. Joyee crash landed his crippled Mustang near Bernau ar 1138
aned destioyed the pun sight and a number of other insrumens
before he was captured by a group of nearhy farmers

Luftweffe inspectors from Air Field District 27711 af Schédnwalés
surveyed the crash site and although they considered the damageis]
the Mustang’s luselage as serious, they felt the Aghter was worlh
further examination at Gdmngen Air Base,

The atrerall was dismanted and transporled by wain o Gol
lingen Adr Buse was responsible [or overhaoling and rebuilding
Aumerican fghters for 250 of the Fovsuchsverbond, Plugeeng
Instandsetzongszug Lboe. 102, under the direct command o
Lufiflorre Reich was also responsihle for rebuilding P-315 Thi
salvage and repair unit was specially tramed and equipped forefum
damaged enemy aircralt to airworthy condition. Work commenced
on Joyce s Mustang durng late Aumimn of 1944 under Engineer
Werner, however, a lack af spare pars kept the project from pre &
areszing The £ufrwafie was highly inierestad in the project. and had
a standing order to put all available P=3117 Mustangs into serace
with the Fersuchsverband (dherhefehishaber der Lufivafie. Crerman
mechanics tried Lo replace the damaged ilems of Jovee's Musiing
wilh paurts sulvaged [rom olher crashed Muostung:, however iLis ven
doubstful il they succeeded in repaiving the aircrall before Allied
toops regched Gottingen

The Liftwaffe was more successful with other P-51s At least thres
P-510Fs were successfully repaired at Hechlin in January and Feh-
ruary of 1945 Ome Mustang airframe was found at Bad Zwische
enahn when this base was capiured by Amercan troops. Anather
P-5113 (33=151 74 was baing rebuilt a1 Kaufheuren. This aircralt hs
landed at Qederbung an 9 December 1944 and was being rebuilt
with parts from twoother P=5 1 e (4413812 and 43-12147), P-31Tx (44
13905} made & wheels down landing, damaging its propeller al Bar
mersdort on M) February 1945, and was repaired al Anshach befors
being allocated o 28rffal ol the Fersuchsverdandg om 15 March 145
P-3113 (<M4-01162) came down at Bad Eilsen on 20 January and was
repatrad hy Focke Wull On 2 March another Mustung was cuplumd
inlact this P-51D (&4-11363) londed al Zerbsl und was repaind
there, however. i is doubtlul if the Mustang was ever used by

28k
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Lufwaffe technicians moved QP*K to Gdttingen and began rebuilding
e Musiang with parts salvaged from other wrecks. G3ttingen, homea
ol 2. 5laffe! Included a large repakr facliity for rebullding damaged alr-
craft. Tha sign on the hangar wall reads RAUNCHEN VERBOTEN (Ma
Smoking). (Albarto Salvati)

When the Soviets captured the Tesi Uenter at Rechlin. the
majeriry af aircrafi on the Neld were Amencan or Bnush, The
Piggians transferred a number of airerafl and components Lo the
savier Linion for study, Thare can he little doubt that the Soviets
were as careful in their examination and tests of these caplured air-

cralt asthe Mazis had been. Gitvmngen Air Base, the former home of
g of the bersucheverband was capiured by 1S troops in Mas of

1945 In addition o oan abandoned Thunderboll (T94 LK) they
found a number of odher Allied aircrall under repair or being wsed
forcannibalization, including o Mosguilo, o P-5310 of the 3530d FOr,
awing (rom u 357th FG Mustang (G4-1) and a large stack of usahle
wircrafl pars,

‘ - -

CAPT Joyce's P-510-10-MA under repair al Gottingen still carries its
original markings. Tha Loffwalle was axtramaely Interasted in restoring
any P-51 that was repairabla for service with 2.5raffel and parts from
wrecked Mustangs weare brought to Géttingen from all over Europe 10
support the restaration program. (Aberlo Salvati)

The middle .50 caliber machine qun has been ramaved fram this P-51D
and the gunporl faired over. The fighters assigned ta the Varsuchaver-
band were serviced with American fuel and lubricants and flown fully
armed. The goal was to keep the aircrafl as close to US standards as
possible to provide a realistic threal during combal training. (Heinz
J. Nowarra)




A B-17F of I/KG 200 in April of 1945. KG 200 operated captured American
heavy bombers on missions deep behind Allied lines.

B-17G of I/KG 200 at Wackersleben airfield during the Spring of 1945. The
Fortress has had its upper surfaces mottled in Gray and the undersurfaces
painted Black for night missions. The ball turret and cheek guns have
been removed.

BLONDE BOMBER 11 (41-23659) was the first B-24 captured by the Axis
when it landed on Sicily by mistake. The Liberator was later ferried to Ger-
many by an Italian crew under the civil registration I-RAIN.

B-24H-5-DT (41-28641) + KB, was used to fly supply missions to the Island of
Rhodes in late 1944. The Liberator was re-captured by US troops at Salz-
burg, Austria. e

B-24G-10-NT (42-78247) CL+XZ was used to test German radar and other
electronics. The code CL+XZ was painted Black against a White back-
ground.




How An American
Bomber Becomes
A Messerschmitt

The wreckaps of Allied homber and fighter aircrafi proved (o he
animportant source ol raw materials forrthe Naz War Machine. 'he
Germans svatemancally collected all wreckage from the scatiered
erish sites into scrap dumps both in the Reich and 1 the ocenpied
Ierrirories, One such dump was located at Pans-Manierre in France.
Theaperztion of the dump at Mans-MNanterrs s typical of the dumps
il ':th' lacations,

crafl wreckoge normally wroved st the dump by il dnd ulter
'.u]-.uu..lrm unskilled French and lalian workers stipped the air-
[rames of wsable equipment and instrumentation. Heavy metal
pirs were separgted from the aluminum Dural struciore/skinning
anil gored in separate locations within the acrap dump. Aireralt
euipment, such as engmnes, radios and insrruments were repaired
shen nossihle and stored i large warehouses at Hewtepark der
Lagiwafie 8 a1 Santerre for possible use on captured aircrall or as
glatic demonstration pieces.

The alumanum alloy scrap was melred down and supplizd vo dif-
lerent aircralt Factories where the metal was used in the producton
ol Lagwafie aircraft Hesides Hewrspars 5, the Lufiwaffe operated a
mumber of orher scrap yards ancd storage depots as Allied losses
mountsd during 1943 and 1944, providing the Naeis with large
guanidlics of aluminum alloy. One of These dumps was located al
Uiecht, Holland, This Serlegelerdied (Dismantling Yard) was res-
ponzible for scraping the wreckage of Allied and Lyfiwaffe aircrafr
downed in the Metherandz Tn November of 1945, this vard alone
FGHTH PAPPY was ona of the residents of the scrap yard al Beutapark 5
gt Paris-Nanterme. The B-17F-50-80 (42-5407) of tha 379th Bomb Group
was lost on 9 October 1943 on e mission against the Arado Componant
Factary at Anklam. 2nd LT Vernon R. Smith crash landed the crippled
Fortress near Kiel and after the wreckage was dismantied it was shippad
iothe vast scrap yard (Bundesarchiv)

A French SNCF steam locomotive pushos a railroad car full of American
oxypan tanks through 8 German scrap yard littered with the wreckage
of farmer Franch alrcraft. In tha background are the builldings where
refurbished engines, radios and other equipment salvagad from Allled
gircraft were stored for possible lulure use. [Bundesarchiv)




The nearly complele fusalage of a French Martin 167 Maryland bombsr
{upper center) provides an impression of the skra of this scrap heap 31
Manterre. During 1843 and eary 1844 all aircraft shat down over the
Ralch ware taken either to Naterra in France or Utrecht in Holland. As
more and more aircratt were shot down, the Germens established such
scrap yards in Germany as well. (Bundesarchiv)

(Above) Dutch workers unicad the wreckage of a B-17F from flatcars at ) _ ab
the Luftwaffe scrap yard at Utrecht, Holland. The Fortress had heencut  (B2I0w) This neatly slacked B-17 wing carries the Aed bordered US
into movable sections by the salvage team at the crash site and joaded  /MSignia Inlroduced in June of 1943, and discontinuad In August of ng
anboard flatcars for transpart ta the acrap yard. (Bundesarchiv) 'IEI-_'-I-G:. Thll.-_ scrap pile glso contains the graceful shapes of at least two e
Spiltfire wings.(Bundasarchiv) L




e

AFrench warker carefully removeas an elactrical panal from the fusslage
ola B-24. Alrcrafl slored at Manterre and Utrecht were used as a source
ol apare parts io keep other captured American fighters and bombers
fiyahia. (Bundasarchiv)
supplied more than 308000 pounds af aluminum alloy o Gorman
industry. During this period another SO0 pounds of alloy was
siored st Utrecht, because of a shortage of rolling stock t ship the
material 1o Germany. During late 1943, Uirechl was scruping op
prosimately fifty Lagfwaffe and thiry Allied sirerafl each month,
After D-Day, the rapid advanwee of Allled toops and the destruction
ul the Germun railway oetwork made shipment ol alloy fram the
sap yerds nearly impossible

In August of 1944 Allied troops reached the ouskirts of Pans

dbombar forcing the Germans to halt production al Wanlerre. The seoup
p haap at ward's Italian workers were cvacualed angd seni o Vorennes nean St
y over the orentin. The vard commander, MAJ Bicsenberger along with
nlland. As ether high ranking officers, lefl the yard vn 16 August, leaving its
shad such dalense to Chevieuntant Barl Koning The [ly-nine German soldiers

under 6% Koning held the park for several duys before finally
angndoning the faciliny during the nighl of 19 August,

::;‘:“"3 [Babow ) A mobile crane moves the forward fuselage of a B-17 to its rest-
laast bwo Ing placa in the scrap yard. The fuselage and wings weare cul inlo pleces

and starad in diffarant areas within the yard. (Bundesarchiv)

Storage depols were separaled into small segments (o allow workers
Bccess o the wreckage. This relatively small section of the scrap yard el
Hantarre contains parts from B-17s, B-25s8, Lancasters, and at laast two
Franch Potez 540s. (Bundesarchiv)

{Above) Lofrwalfte personnal work on the the forward fuselage of a B-24
nicknamed GASHOUSE GEATIE. Detalled records were kept of all equip-
ment salvaged and stored at Manterre, (Bundesarchiv)




& section of a B-17 fuselage s pied on a haap of scrap aluminum by
workers at the salvage yard at Manlerre. The aluminum skinning and
other structural parts were saparatad from other metals in the scrap

yards and later melted down. [Bundesarchiv)

{Right) This pile of twisted propallers would grow higher and higher as
more and mora Allled aircraft were shol down over Garmany. & number
of flyable B-17& could not be restored because of a lack of replacement
propellers. Heavy metal parts wara storad away from the aluminum
parts of the airframe and melted down saparataly. (BA)

All airframes siored in the scrap yard have been cannibalized of all usa-
ble equipment. This P-470 was QI'1 of the 3815t Fightar Squadron,
3561h Fighter Group while tha B-17F in the background was known as
Reunchy Wolf to its former crew, The damaga to tha nose was caused
during the bombers shipmen! by rail 1o Nanterre. (Bundesarchiv)




A French worker usas a cutting torch to cut Raunchy Wolf into sasily
handled segments. The aluminum salvaged from this Fortress could
vary well have and up as part of a Lufrwaffe fighter. [Bundesarchiv)

[Left] Fieces of RALMWCHY WOLF and a RAF North American Mitchell
awail the furnace in the smeaiting works located closs to the scrap yard
al Manterra, France during aarly 1944, (BA)

Insida tha smalting plant at Nanterre. Aluminum salvaged from the
wrecks was malted down, formed info ingots and ship ped to German
aircraft plants. In Novamber of 1841 the smelting operation at Utrecht
shippod over 308,000 pounds of salvaged aluminum to Germany.

{(Bundesarchiv)
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(Above] Stecks of aluminum ingots are lnaded onta boxcars for ship- ) i i
manl io anaireraft plant in Germany. This source of raw matenial proved  AlUMInum salvaged from American aircraft was used to produce new :

to be very important to the Nazi War Machine. (Bundesarchiv) Luftwalfe fighters such as thesa Massarschmitt Bf 108G-6 fighters an inter
tha agsambly lina at Regensburg during aarly 1944, (Willy Radiger) He e
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The Fighters

Onzofthe Nrst American fghters W fall into Axis hands was cap-
mred by the NMalisns. A Lockheed P-380G Lightning flown by an
mexpericneed pilol landed by mistake at Capoterra airfield in taly
ar 12 June 1943, A few days later The Lighining was transfered tothe
Hegia Aeromoutica’s Test and Research Center at Guidonia. Ad
Gudonin Colonello Angelo Tondi conducted a number ol rest
flights with: the Lightning, while engineers sindied the aircraft's sys-
ems and weapons

COL Tondi developed u plan 1o use the captured Lighming to
mtzrzepd and destroy American bombers enroute to targets in Iraly.
He felt that with the Lighining he would be able wo close in on the
bambers Before his identity was discovered even though the P-18
geened lalian nativnal insignie and markings. On 11 Augosr 15943
C0L Tondi, with an escort of Macchi 2025, took ol on his first mis-
sion. A formation of Twellth Air Force B-175 was spotted and 'Tondi
aitacked. A firing pass o the five o'clock position sent machine
mun bullets und connon shells raking into the starboard side of the
Ll B-17 in the Dight. Two 20MM shells exploded inside the cockpil
illing the co-pilot and staring a fire in the instrument panel. The
Foartress crashed into the sea near Torvajunica and the survivors
wok o their life rafts, being rescued the following day by a PRY
* Célalina fIying boal.

The crew reported to the startled Group Intelligence Oflicer thai

fhey had been shot down by a rogue P=38 Warnings were immad-
fnlely tssued to Twelfth Air Force Bomher Giroups o be on Lhe aler
[t- 0 Jone P28, Any such aircralt approaching thair formalion was
i be fired on. Fighter escort Groups issued instructions (o P-28
Squadrons that fighters separated from rtheir formabions were
wese Lhe practice of joining on bomber formations untl the matler
il the rogue P-38 was resolved. The ltalian Lighting was used on
s occasions to conduct lurther attacks an Allied bombaers, bul
COL Tondi was unable 10 gain anocther victory with his “Trojun’
Migkter, The use of lower octane DNalian fuel eventually caused
gons damage o the Lighining's engines finally grounding the
B Tondi's single kill remains the only documented case of &
*apured Amencen Gghter flown by an enemy shooting down an
* Aiericun bombey,
i Germany, all Mvahle American lighter airerall were assigned
b 2Siaffel of Forsuchsverband Okerhefellshaber der Luftwafle, o spe-
ilunitwith unigue rales and missions, The unitconsisted of tiree
el 2ach having individuzl roles, LSeffel way involved in long
e reconnadssance miissions. 28l operaled captured Allied
ighters in a training role. and 3.8affel carned oul experimental and
st flights with captured equipment

¥

L F =
This Lockheed P-380G Lightning landad in error at Capotarra, Halyon 12
June 1943, Atter testing the Lighlning weas used by Colonello Angelo
Tandl ta shoot down 8 B-17 near Torvajanica on 11 August 1843 — the
only confirmed kill of an American bomber shot down by an American
fightar Aown by the enemy. Inferior falian fusl eventually destroyed the
Lighining’s angines, grounding the P-3B. (Nino Arena)

285l was created doring 1945 1o demonstrate capmired Allisd
lighter aircraft to Luftwatfe units which had rotated back m the
Beich for rest and re-cguipment. Dunng this periced the Defdwae
was expanding and pilot truining had been compressed in order o
guickly replace losses in operational units, Many of the young
Oghter pilols were having problems recognizing Allied fighters in
combat situations since they all lacked combai training {.ufrwaffe
afficials felt that the best combat training could he provided by fly-
ing mock combats against captured aircraft flown by the expencen-
ced pilats ol the Feracheverhand, Such rraining. it was hoped, would
considerahlv improve the comhat effecivencss of replacement
pilots entering frant line fighter units.

The Ferswcfsvertand was equipped with a number of captured
Allied fighter aircraft including: the Lockheed P-28 Lighining,
republic P-47 Thunderbalt, North American I'-3 | Mustang, Brnilish
Supermarine Spiifire. de Havilland Mosguiin. Hawker Tempest,
Sowviet Lavochkin La 5 and Yakovley Yok 3. Allied aircrafl were
gcguired from several sources, the Test and Research Center at
Ruechlin transferred fighters to the unit after completing their rest
programs, while others were re-hiilt an various locations throu rhout
Germany specifically for the Feriucheverhand.

As a recagnition aid, all capturcd aircrall operated by the Fer
seecheverhand had the tail and undersurfaces painted Yellow, The
unit’s averape strength throughoul the war was twenty aircrafi
2 Sraffel was mitially formed ot Oranienburg near Berlin, but was
later transferred o Gallingen during 194, Gottingen airfield was
well eguipped with repuir and overhaul facilities. Damaged Allied
fighters could be repaired at the base without outside assistance
When 15 lroops liberaled Goaltingen 1o May of 1945, they found a
number ol derelict Allied Gghlers, including several Mustangs and a
Mosguilo located in the repair facility,

Another of the Fersechsverband's flvable P-47 Thunderholis, 1%-
LK, was re-captured by the Americans alter it had heen abandoned
when the squadron moved o Bad Wonshofen becawse of the rupid
Allied advance. When the war ended the majonty of the squadmon’s
arrcraft were located al Bad Worisholen or Schwangau in Bavar-
ia.

Spane parts for captured fighters were obtained from salvaging
downed aircraft all across Germany and the occupied countries
The salvage operation was such that the squadron never suffered
from a lack of spare parts, ammunition, American fuel, and lub-
vicants. When the squadron was assigned to conduct training with a
front lioe fighter unit, five to six aircraft were normally deployed

A
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F-47D [T9+ FK} and Spitfire IX (Ta+BB| parked on the remp &t Rechlin
during early 1944. Both aircraft were assigned 1o 2.5taffef and toured
various frant line fighter units to provide realistic air combat training fiar
Luftwatfe fighter pllots. The unit maintained three P-47s and three Spit-
fires in its inventory of Allied fighters. {Manfred Griehl)

Phese aircraft were fully urmed and cperared on American (uel and
lubricants Maintenance crews received intensive training un cap-
tured airerall and were the equal of their Allied counterparts.

Zataffel of the Versuchwerband Obevbefelishaber der Lufwatie
quickly became knvwn as the Bewpe-Zirkus Resarous (Rosarious
Flving Circus), after the commander aof 2 Saqftd. Ted Rosarius

Iraining missions were usually conducted with fighter units en-
gagedon the Western Fronl A training seszinn began with a theoret-
wal introduction to enemy fghter wireraft, describing the perfor-
mance, armament, and weaknesses ol cach tvpe. This was followed
by an inspection af the Allied fighters 2.8wifer hud Nown ta the hase
Finally a mock-combal was held, wirth "Friend and “Foe' balh using
the same radio frequency, The combat would take place over 2
designated area and the instructors of the "Circus” would explain the
strengths and weaknesses of the Gghiers they were Aving and the
mistakes made in combat against them. Such lessons proved highly
ellective and a number of Allled Gghters were later lost to pilots wha
had recerved this specialized wr combat training from Zirkus
Ruosarmus.”

Among the aircralt operated in air combal raining by ik
Rasarins were two P-38 Lightnings, coded T94 XB und T9 - ME (the
taner fighrer was re-caprured by TS troops gt Schwungau m May of
1%45) two P-47 Thunderbolts and three P-51 Mustangs. Of the
fighters llown hy 2 Sraffel, German pllots rated the P-51 us the best
Alhed fighter of the war

Apar from “BEETLE™ at least two additional P-47s were (lown
by the Lugfivafie. One Thunderbolt was caprured when it landed at
Rome-Littoria airficld in May of 1944 and was deliverad 1o Rechlin

inJune being assigned the experimental code 846, Another P4
coded T9+FK, was hasad ar Hannover-Wunstort during June o
July of I'™4. During the summer of 1944 a captured Thunderhd
wits wsed Loy sl least two reconnaissance missions over Englan
photograph Allicd preparations for the invasion of Europe,

It is believed that a toml of two P=518 and four P-51T Mus g
were operated by the Luftwagfe during World War 1L The first L
raffe Mustang is belivved o have been captured at Cambrai on
%y The aircraft was lested al Rechlin with the Test Center
B—7. Anather Mustang, an Olive Drab over Neutral Gray P
coded TOHCK, was evaluated at Hunmover-Wunsior durieg
sunumer of 1944, Later the camouflage was removed and the
metal T34+ CE was seen in late 1944 ar Paderborn airfield, Anolhe
bare metal P-31B. coded T94 HK was reported at Oranienbus
Rechlin, and MNewruppin. As least two Lafivaffe P-51D5 wers
painted ina Dark Green camoufage and were later re-capturad ing
derelict condition by US troops in May af 1945,

A single Yought FAU-1 Corsairwas carried on Ligfiwaffe strenglh
reports for August und Seplember of 1944, Although the aircraft
never flown, it was thoroughly inspected and provided the Lufwal
with technical date on construction techniques and high power TS
radial engines. The Corsair had been obiained from Japan and il
been shipped to Germany via submanne, :

The zequisition had come aboul when an cxchange of informes
ton was worked out between Richlin and the Jupunese Asr Attachs
to Crenmany, Yoshio Nagamori, When the Germens fownd oul thil
the Japanese had cuplured an F4U Carsair they expressed il
interest in studying the aircrall o Nagamar. Throughout the wig
lapan and Germany exchanged data on Allied aircralt, mainly g5
writlen technical reports, although s limited amount of equipren
wits shared. The Corsair is believed (o be the only shipment af af
intaet Allied aircraft from Japan o Germany, The Lafrwaife alais
sought data from the Japanese on the Bocing B-29 Supertortos i
since they expected to encounter the B-29 in comhart over Lurops &

"l b com S g was e gorerasnce of the doemle ar comibar training progne
satcde i Rowd Sl (0N See dorred Tap Gun' (05 el avnd off er A penesor e o ot
There ore periitens rumors thal "R Flag irenmimg we e Neviesio dfeser imoisnder izl
Ml syt aon anggressar foree maele aop oF captures Soveer ARG it cfudiep AV ITE
2aand 238, At bewise one photageogh afu M- 20808 Fiekbed £ i U5 i Faree i
Frewn jralilishedd domalteg some welpfie fo Mexse nurmors, 3
Supermarine Spitfire Mk 9 baliaved to be of 2.5taffal of Versuchsver
band Oberbefeiishaber dar Luftwafle. Al Allied aircralt operated by l
Ihis training unit had tha undersurfaces and tail painted Yallow. Ham
Obert)
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[Mborva) P-47D T9+LK was abandoned by 2.Sraffed at Gottingen during
Bl 1944 when the rapid Allled advance forced a withdrawal to Bad
Worishofen. This P-470 may be the Thunderbolt that carried out several
mconnalssance missions over England shortly before D-Day. (Thomas
E. Willis}

[Bolow) These caplured fighters were used by the Beute Zirkus Rosar-
fous to train Luftwalfe fighter pilcts on the fine points of combating
Allled fightars. AP-51B (T&+HK)and P-47D [T9+FK) are being readied
far ancther training sortie at Oranienburg near Berlin. Air combat train-
ing conducted by the “Circus” included theory, lechnical infarmation,
and mock combat. (Heinz J. Nowama)




s

Luftwaffe pilots closely inspect the Mustang and Thunderbaolt flown to
their base by pilots of tha Beute Zirkus Rozarfous. Training sessons
always included a period where the pilots could became famillar with
the visiting eircrat. (Heinz J. Nowarra)

Ona af four P-51D Mustangs of tha Versuchsverband at Leipzig-Brandis
airfield during the Winter of 1845. P-510s ware rebuilt at different
locations for the Beute Zirkus Rosanius, including Rechlin, Gittingan
and Zerbsl. German pilots considerad the P-51 to be it the best American
fighter of the war. (Heinz J. Nowarra)

A storage dapot for Packard-bullt Merdin V- 1650 anginas. Thess anginas
wera salvaged fraomwrecked Mustangs, repaired at Paris-Nantarre, and
shipped to Garmany as needed. 2 Stalfel of the Fersuchsverband der
Luftwaffe never sufered from a shortage of spare parts to keep their
Mustang flast flying.

-
e

P-518 (T8+HK) during & demonstration tour al Neuruppin, German
wheare Hungarian pllats, flying Focke Wulf Fw 130s, were given an
epportunily 10 fly mock combat against the Musiang. When the “Cire
cus” visited a fighter base, experiencad pilots ware allowad ta fiy Ihe
captured aircraft. (Gaorge Punka)

Tha cockpit of P-51B | T9-+HK) with German inscriptions added tosom:a
of the cockpitinstruments, such as Oal-Temparature (O Temperature],
Oel Deuck (O Pressura), Kraftstaff(Fual), and Sauerstoff (Oxygen). The |
inscriptions were hand painted in White, (George Punka)

The Luftweife operated at least two P-510s in Dark Groan over Yellow
undarsurfaces. Ona of the Mustangs was re-captured by US troopsin
May of 1945,
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The Hard Luck
Group

On 2 March 1944, Eighth Bomber Command dispatched 748
sombers against the Nazi capital — Berlin: "Big ', as Herlin was
known to the bomber crews, was heavily defended and losses were
apectad 10 be heavy,

As the lead formations rcuched the enemy coust in the Sch-

- lpswig-Holsiein arca they encountered upusually high and heavy

toud formations, Wealher and o difficult assembly had cost the
bembers 50 much fuel that the mission was recalled. Sevenry-rine
bembers that had already reached the coast, however, successfully
bombed targets of opportunity, such as Wilhelmshaven. Eleven
bombers and seven fighters were repored missing.

These lasses included three hombers of the 100th Bomb Group
based at Thorpe Abbot, Nordolk. ‘The [iRih Homb Giroup was
wiwn #s the ‘Bloody Hundredih® because of the extremely heavy
“ges the Group had sullered early inits combai four, he Ciroup’s
gputation began on @ mission against Regenshurg on 17 Augusi
1543 when nine of twenty-one B-17s dispatched were losl, Seven For-
fiesses were losl om 4 mizsion o Bremen an 8 Oelober, The Groep's
tard ek reached & climax two days Later during aocaid on Munster,
Rovel Flush was the only survivor out of the twelve B-17s that hegan

e mission.

During the Group’s twenty-two maonth tonr of duiy, 177 aircrali

et lostover eneny territory, [y 14 Octoher 1943, just three months
- dlerthe Eighth Bomber Command initiated operaions over e

Lentinent, twenty-seven of the Giroups's omiginal (thirty-live aircrafl

_J‘.

T

LT Jahn Gnuaqa landad his B-17G-25-DL {42-38017) at Schleswig air-

field, Germany believing he was landing at a Sweadish alrfisld on 3 March
1944, The damaged culboard engine has completely coverad the nacalla
with cll. [Hainz J. Nowarra)

huel been lost Lo the entive Group there was not a single complete
crew of len that had finished g combat tour of fwentv-live missions,
although & npumber of individual crewmen had survived their tours,
e 'Bloody Hundredth® suttered major losses an missions where
other Groups reporied minor |osses — the Group scemed o have u
histary of being ar the wrong place at The wrong lime,

Cinthe 2 March 1944 nuzsion Lo Berlin, theee [00th Group B-17s
were [ying as lead element of the Ird Adr Division. When the raid
was revidled, the three B-17s did not hear the recall and continued
vr alone wward Berlin, The three plane tormation, led by CAPT
Robert Lohof, with his wingmen Roben 12 Vollmer and L John G,
Grassage, were in heavy clouds ar 30000 feer and failed w notice the
rest of the Division twirn back. After emerging from the clouds, they
found their lormation was alone — the only H=1 7511 the now bright
Blue skies over Germany,

The three B-17s quickly drew the attention of the Lufiwafie. A
nuimber of Focke Wull Ie 190 anacked the Fortresses, shooling
down twoof the B-175 in rapad suceession. CAPT Lohol™s crew sue-
cesslully bailed out and were laken prisoner, however, hall of
Yollmer's crew were killed dunng the battde. The last Fortress, & B-
[7C-25-DL (42-28017) vodded XR*O, flown by 1st LT John G
Crosspge. inanaged o escape with a damaged Number Une engine
and the engineer, T/SGT Arhur A Cooper, badly wounded. Realie-

Personnal of Nechijagdgeschwader 3 inspected the Fortrass at Schies-
wig and reportad that the damage could be easily repaired. Attar tha
battka damage was repairad and the ruined porl engine replaced, tha
bomber was assigned to KG 200, (Petar Petrick)




. TR : gt S
Lufiwaffs personnel anxiously peer upward at the sound of a passing
aircraft. A chief concern for the Luftwallfe was the safely of captured air-
craft. Allied fightars had standing orders to destroy any intact Allied air-
craft in anemy hands and would strafe or bomb any captured aircraft
they discovered. (Peter Potrick)

-

ing that the damaged Fortress could notreach England, LT Gossage
asked his navigator, Flight Officer Edward A Werner. lor 2 heading
o newtral Sweden T/SGT Michael G Polanick sent out a radio
message o Bighth Bomber Command reporting that they were in
distress and were gng to try to reach Sweden

|4t LT Howard Cr, Ball, the bombandier, had been in the Group
longer than anyone else aboand the stricken B-17, He had arrived in
England with crew 19, and was assigned to Donald K. Oakes” High
Life, ane of the Hundredth's original B-17s Duoring & mission 1o Le
Bourget Adr Field on 10 July 1543 the navigaroar Hiram Harris and
Howard Hall were hoth wounded when the B=17F=-82- B0 42- 30080)
was attacked by highters. Harms cononued to fly with High Life, hut
Ball's place was taken by 2nd LT Llovd A. Hammarlund. On 17
August 1943, while attacking the Messerschmin factory at Regens-
burg. High Life was hadly hit. With rwo engines knocked out she
became the first Flying Farress a seek salety in Switzerland.

After Howard Hall recoverad from his wounds, he was assigneed
o the 34%h Sguadron, By carly Mareh of 1944 only s1x men, beside
Ball. remained [rom the erigma’ 100th Bomb Group aircrews, The
others hud been killed or were posted as missing in aclion.

LT John G. Gossage and his co-pilot Bertrand [ MceNeill
nursed their crippled Fortress toward Sweden, The navigator soon
reponed sighnng an airtield that he was sure wag the [irst suitable
landing site inside Sweden. AT 1210 LT Crossiape made a sueeessful
landing but the crew’s visions of pretty Swedish girls and pood Tood
so0n turned inlo g nightmare s Germun roops guickly surrounded
the B-17, LT Gossage umd his crew prezented the Lufivafe with an

- e
it L L

Tha Yellow misslon markings painted on the nase, show that the R
trass had successfully completed ten missions before being fon
down, The demarcation line betwean the Dlive Drab and Gray camouflag
on this Douglas built B-17G was slightly higher than on Boalng or Locs
haad Vaga built aircraft. [Heinz J. Nowarra)

utegt B-176 by landing at Schileswig-Tagel aifield in Germany
not neutral Sweden, i

The wounded engineer was transferred to Reserve Hospital 02
Schleswig, where German doctors reported that he had Tost o botof
hioad hutwould recover, The reat ol the crew, pilor dohn Gl Ciozaap
co-pilot Bertrand 12 MeNeill, navigator Edward A, Wemner, bom
burdicr Howard G, Ball, radio operator Michacl G, Polanick, bll
et gunner Thomas B, Woodermon, tight waist gunner James W
Crrege, left waist gunner Donald B, Sackrider and tail gooner Arthys
V. Congrove were sent 10 the Lyfwaffe Transit and Interrogation
Camp a1 Chherursel near Prankioem am Main lor processing g
Prisoners of War

I'he H-170 was inspected by personel of Nechfogdsese e
i) ¥ based at Schleswig who reported that the orress couldbe
easily repaired. Aller the hattle damage was repaired and a replace
ment engine installed the aircrall was assipned 1o KOG 200,

Eighth Bomber Command reassigned the H-17% side oo
WREY o g new H=170= 35130 (42=1071737 ) Doen by 1=t L1 Charles
5. Harding | he new XR*0) faired no better than rhe firse Duringa
mission against Munich on 13 July 1944 the Forlross was dumaped
amad diveried w Payerne air eld in Swilzerland.

Oil thrown fram tha damaged Number One engina splattared the fusslag
near the tap turrat. During the fighter attack that crippled the Fortrass,
the anginear T/SGT Arthur & Cooper was seriously woun ded. He wai
taken to the Reserve Hospital Il al Schleswig where German dochon
reparted that he would recovar. [Patar Petrick}
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The Boys From
Rochester

Nol all Americans served on the same side durng the Second
Wotld War, Ae Adoll Hiller rose o power during 1955 Germany's

‘eonamy steadily improved. A number of German emigrants and
Americans of German decent returned w Europe 1n hapes of find-
Hinghetzr Living condilions und suceess in the ald country. Many o

these former Amerivans luler served with the Lafrwaife and Wb

mchi al POW inlerrogation centers where their knowledge ol

Eaglish and Arnerican wiys were of great value when questioning
merican and British prisuners.
A strange encounter wok place al the Lufwafe Interrogation

LEnter 21 Dberurse]l Both men involved were [rom Rochesicr, New
tack. but ome was an Bighth Air Force bamber pilot, the other o
L e pilet and interrogator

- Their slory began on § March 1944, jusr two days alier the frst
gezsslul daylight bombing of Berlin when the Eiphth Air Force

telurned w the MNagi capitul, 623 bombers departed Enpland led by
hedth Bomb Wing (96th, 383ih, wnd 452nd Bomb Groups). Afier
taching the [nitial Point, the 45th Wing encountered heavy cnemy

b opposition. The lead navigator's Fortress was shot down,
Giising some confusion in the rest ol the foomalion. A navigationsl
rof led Lo an incorrect twen comdng off the [P and the formation
tisbed Wildau instead of its intended larget. The 3rd Air Division
i i lotal thiny-seven B-17s, with the 45th Bomb Wing losing six-
ithem, The 45th Wing's youngestunit, the 42 2nd Bomb Group
at Deoptham Cireen. Norfolk was badly mauled by Layfwafe
aeikers, losing five B-17s

Theodore J. MacDanald's B-170-41-101, (42-38211) Sleepy Time
Gial wis one of these, The crew, on their fifth mission includead: co-
gt 2nd LT Joha T. Godsey from Richmond, Virginia: navigaior
LT Tacob Moskowitz from Brooklyn, Mew York; bombardier 2ned
W Anton L. Harris from Salmon, Tdaho, engineer T/SGT Merle L
Uine from Minot, North Dakota; radio operator TASGT Wilburm C.
en from Jefterson City, Missouwrd; right walst gunner 8/8GT
1T|35 It Barchor! trom Poustown, Penosylvania, left waist gunne
i " Wendell F Dowell from Front Roval, Virginia, ball ture
per S/500T William J Valigura from Temple, Texas; twil genner

i T Rohert L. Allen from West Wardsboro, Vermont.

2nd LT Theodora MacDonald’s B-17G-30-DL was forcad down in a
maadaw near Nisnburg on the Vaser river, The Fortress was one of five
aircraftlcet by the 452nd Bomb Group during the mission toBerlinon B
March 1944, Slaapy Time Galwas ome ol the last Qlive Drab B-17Gs built
by Douglas at its Long Beach, California plant, (Willy Radinger)}

The right waist gunner, Churles R. Bardard, recalled the mis-
S0

Hee towek: ciff feewmt aver i hase, Doopliom Green, Slation (42
arauid BN s wato be owr Trse daplivi reid on Berlin, W
fedd srarted for tierlin the doe ':l.-_=,ﬁ:.~n_1 hut they had serubbed ihe
msvion decause af bad weather over the torge. We rendez-
vomed with ie vesr af thewing and headed oui ever the chanmel
Charles R. Batdorf, the tall gunnar an Slaspy Time Gal balled out and
was capturad by Wehrmacht troops, Batdor! was liberaled by US troops

at Stalag ¥N A at Mosburg, Germany on 28 April 1945, (Charles R.
Batdorf)




arcund (RN Evervhing was jine, excep! fora fittle flak, waril

our fighter escort beft ws arvund 1130,

Trhink we were Tying abowt 30000 foerw hiem we were i e
Germarn fighters, Our fghier cscont had just lefe us and the
relteving fighier group hoad aot plolod ws up when we wereame-
ked, The fiehiers hif ux herd, iwo engines were knocked aur, the
radio rooer was afl shol gy, e il gunier was Rie and the pilor
sata we were godag duwn — Dt ot About thar e f.'arJ':,s,-frfr*m
came arviend jur a secord pass, { leaked owe iy side window
and sew o Messerschmint B 109 camng nght ar us

f:n.\'r_r'ﬂ{';i'r."{p Brd i o Siceliber l?dr."i"ilh‘-ifll"ljl.l'“ aned fived
alt Reirn, holding the rrigaer dowsn in one long hurse He kept com-
fing. then all of a sudden ke fust blew up. The radie operator,
Wiilie Rowden was running around geiting ready o bedl anr
The wounded vl gunner, Bob Alen, hod craviled wp o the side
doar and head passed owi. Wendell Dowell, the other weiss gun-
ner, wey slanding thore priting an his porachure. We opened the
siche dhoor, By Bob Aller was i the wav, 5o we kooked fum o
siatie lie and roliad bime awe 1 realized thar T had et my
petrachure behimd so §wenr back ra my machine gun sision
aned pat it on, By that time everyane had hailed out, ro F i nipet!
arted preclied mry vipoord dght away

The palol 2nd LT Theodore MacDonald recalled the tactics used
by the Genman Gghiers that shot him down:

The Nam fiwhters rivd u new tactic, smnerfing we had never

seen hefore, They flew g s (v farmarion, line abrease O the

first priss theie massed firepawer knocked out one of My engines

arrd lew a chunk aff the il That first pass knocked wr ol of

farmimian and o three engmes we coldd nod ook wp with the

rest of the Crrmup, O the secord pesy (e Tt aiother eagine,

it started fires in the bumb buy and in the nose. The five in the

nose section destroved boch the bombardier's and navigators

parachutes. We normally carried only one Spare chute @ we
were oite short,

MacDomald gave his purschute w John Moskowitz and rode the
H-17 dovwn alione A pair of Messerscmitt BY 109¢ joingd up on the
descending Fortress, luking up posilions off each wing Uinder the
watchiul eves of the Nghlers. MuacDonald carefully bellied in the
erippled bomber, still carrying its full bomb load. near Nienhurz a
(400, Remarkubly Sleepy Time Gal suffered anly minor damage in
the crush landing. The crew was soan rounded up by the local police
aned Wrkremachs The two wounded punners, Bob Allen and Wendell
Diowell, received medical rreatment [or their wounds ol Reserve
Hospital 11 ar Hannover. The co-pilot John T, Godsey and bombar-

6l

Luftwaffe personnel from Hannover-Wunstdorf alrfield inspect Skeep)
Tima Gal. The pilot Ted MacDonald was ‘escorted’ during his landing -
approach by two Bf 109G fighlers, who made sure he did not try i
escape. The co-pllot John T. Godsey and bombardier Antan L. Harr:
were reporled killed by rifle fire whila still in their parachutes, [Wl-lh
Radinger}
dier Antan L. Harris were reportedly killed by ritle fire from the
praund whilz sl in their parachutes.

Charles Budorf remembers his landing:

When §hit ihe grownd Flanded in a Netle soeemm, The chute
caame donn on top of me and T hocame tangled ia the shroud
lines. Wiile strugeling with the ‘chure, | heard shaunng and
sermarntnig, arnd when ! finally gor clear and looked up, there
staod twente ar sifere civilians with aves, pucitforks, ceiied clvidrs,
Thep kapteomingitoser, wreaming "Killer', und viher marnies 1
v aamds wp o strrender e ey siocted afier mewith e
weapony raived A Germcrn soldier Coeme reining over wink his
putal drewn end made the civiltans gar back Later the (rer
micy towk us v o school house and svenvally we were driven m
an erir base,

A solvage team from Hannover-Wunstor! Air base carefully ]
exumined the crashed bomberand decided that i wes unrepairable :
Olpee all usable items were salvaged from the aireraltil was disman
thed and shipped 1o a sorap yard

Theadore MacDhonald was loaded on a frain at Hannover and §
recalls the ride to the Laftwagfe Imerropation Cenner at Crharursel

YL

i ]
Ar Essen the train stapped and g numher of Germans bogr-

deed Clne soldier in g Nazt wniform wivk Staff SNevgeanr ' smpes
came walking down the aisbe ! condd ree him from a dimance
aied he dooked vaguely fumilar, AN of a sudden T heard fim
shed, "Anyvene here from Ruchenen, New York? lovasa shock
fur e, I looked aggarm and wis sare D revogriized i, His name
wins Wakier Muacominn aad e had e Rochester in the Taie [
19305, f rermemibered Dt e uved to barg aroned e coraer of
Fark Avenne and Berkeley Streed with the rest of the bavy ard
icter frac hecame a pilon ard shywnter, He care wg iv me ard
siried, "You are from Rechester, area § veu? Sure voo ureonea 0
the MacBarald krf."- Your uxed v five on Vossar Streetd, Dont
ver remerber e T the Flviag Duichoran! ™ 1 learned tha i
Hunemann had jvined ihe Laftwaffe ond had flown Stuka dive §
Dboenbers on the Polish frone and was iow on o restloave e hed 8
een assigned g g interrogaior hecawse of his innimaae |
waowledme of the Srates. eat smrarr, Mactlonald”, he said
"Hie're poing o win e war sanhe Come on and jom the
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Luiwa e fice D dia™™ ffannd s rall to be gs cold as an icebery,
Hetowe the tratn ride was aver, Hanemana said, "I be back in
Racheiter hetare you will kid " Ar Oborursel Twas interrogatid
i Hanemeann and athers. D was placed i g compartnent six
St loag by theee feet wide and miven “the kear treatment . The
iemmperuture way kept beiween 93 and (00 degrees and the lighis
were oyt o fevenlv-feee Roars a ol . They bepe me confined like
thivfar tewn days. Fivally they herded mie fave o o cor anid seni
me pa Srrlag Lyfi £ an the Baliiv Sca

Ted Muc Donald returned to United States in May of 1945 and
frgot the words of his former German caplor. Cn Armistice 3ay of
{943, McDonald anee agsin mel Hanemann, in @ candy shop in
Richester! Hanemann had returned w Rochester — not as 2 victor,
pul a5 an orlinary business man

In the crash landing the Fortresses chin turrel was ripped away causing
major damage to the nose. Luffwefle personnel from Hannover-Wunslor
air hase who Inepacted Sisepy Time Gal reported the aircrafll was
unrepairable and began remaving usable equipment. (Willy Radinger)

Ted MecDonald succeasfully crash landad the Fortress with a full bomb
load an board, Batore the Luftwalle could start salvage operations, tha
bombs had 1o be removed from the wreck and disarmed. (Willy Rad-
inger)




SUNSHINE

I'he i ufrwaffe operated o small number of B-24 Liberators, one of
which was SUNSHINE u B-24H-5-FO (42-52106) ol the 449th Homb
Cirnup, 15th Aar Force

Om 29 Murch 1944, the 44%th Bomb Group, based at Girotlaglic,
Haly received the order for a maximum eifort mission against the
marshalling vards at Bolzano, close o the Italian-Ausirun border,
The marshalling yard had been targeted because i was an impor-
tant part of the Cierman supply roule aver the Brenner Pass into
Italy. The maximum cllort order meant that all aircraft which were
reasonahly airworthy would fly, Including SUNSHIMNE.

The war weary B-24H had begun its career with the 7 L6ih Squad-
ron, but was now attached 1o the 71891k Squadrnn, SUNSHINE was
Nown by 2ud LT Gifford T. Hemphill, 1T Hemphill's crew had
arrived in Italy as replacements in December of 1943, Tndividual
crew members flew several missions as replacements inather crews
hetore heing assigned w) SUNSHINE s o crew, Duringone of these
missinns, the original navigalor, Robert 'Bob’ Feldman of Chicagea,
waz shat down spending the remainder of the war in Sralag Lufi 4.
His replacement was 2md LT Samuel Gultenberg

I'he crew had complewed (ve missions since being assigned the
Liberaior including one mission they were forced to abort alter an
enging fuilure, SUNSHINE s zround crew, led hy S0 Daniel
Wooldridge of Tulsa, Oklahoma; worked throughout the nighi lo
repair the engine with pars salvaged from other, more severcly
damaged Liherators. By dawn Lhe engine wus repaired and the
Likerator was ready for the maximum effon mission against Bol-
zano. AtGE2 | on 29 March | 944 SUNSHINE ook offon what would
ke it's final flight in Amencan colors, The crew, pilot 2od LT Giftord
T. Himphill, co-pilot 2od LT Nelson D, Wood, navigator Znd 11
samuel Guitenberg, bombardier 2od LT John D. Putf engineer’ 1/
SO T Francis J. ' Frank Talisuno, redio operator TASGT Daminie 11
Lombardelli, waist gunner S/SGT TOC. Powell, nose gunner 5/50T
Orel Muleolm Harper, tail gunner 5/5GT Angelo P Melchiarre,
and ball turret gunner PFC Eugene W 'Pat” Briges would soan find
themselves guests of the Luffwaffe.

Lutrwaifa parsonnel who inspected lhe Liberalor at Venegona reparted
that the B-24 needad two raplacament engines end minos repairs before
it could be fAown out to Garmany. (Albarto Salvati)

SUNSHINE of the T1%th Sguadron, 449th Bamb Group landed at Veni
gono airfield in Northern laly on 29 March 1 644 with the crew beligving
fhey ware landing at an alrfisld in neutral Switzerland. |Robarto Gen:

1ill)
I'he nose gunner, Mal Harper, remembered the mission as i
wits veslerday:

Faroute fo the target we sow g squadran af Grerman
Mevsersehmg B 100 off w owr vighe, We tighrened the forma-
tian to mecimize our patiel firepawer aid braced ourselves for
thetrattack. For some unknown reason, the fighters chose nolio
uitack, We pressed o taward Bolzana bur before reaching (he
targer, eur ircrafe s defective engine ance ageein melfinctioned
gt frond 1o B fearheved. Witk only three good engines, we hagan
ta dose apeed and aitiinde. We were wnable to keep up vith the
Jarmation and knev we woild fe easy prey for enemy fighters,
Fighters waited for o formarian break up, then singled out and
bBrough down the stragglers, We were itow a straggien,

Cher replucement navigator, Sawel Gruttenbers, way (Tving
his first missivn with ws that day ond hasaly ploned a course (v
the nearen point of safen: — Swirzerland. We salvaed vur lvad
af five | 0 potird Bormibs ante the side of a barees mounian,
ane hoped for the et

We sanned the sky for enemy fighrers but sew aone, We
contimaed 1o fase altitude and the lower we flew, the more infos-
piiahle and aminous the mauneaing below us became, Wecon-
fired on cowrme toweerd Swirzerlaned, und just when we thought
rhaugis we wondd make it w burst of fluk, possibly from
Fanegonn. damaged o sevond engine causing the 8-24 o bepn
loosing altitude rupidly.

There wis aot excitod oxehange aver rie reraom aind a brief
mornent af indecision wherher to jump or sy wink the bomber,
The ravigatar shanied o the pilar that we were whout (wo
mmidvutes from Swircerland! We decided to stay witk the Lit-
erator while i pilor wried to strerch ourvagd descent erowgh o
cross the border inro Swirzerland and safecy. We sighied an air-
field that we though was acvosy the border and prepared foran
erergency danding

SUNSHIWE'S craw In front of a Liberator at Bruning Ar Force Basain

Mebraska before the man de ployed oversaas. From left toright: Johnl.
Puff, Roberl Faldman |he was replaced by 2nd LT Samusl Guttanberg|
Melson D. Wood, Gifford T, Hemphill. Front row: Francis J. Tolisana, D.C
Powall, Dominic D. Lombardelli, Angelo P. Melchiame, Oral M. Harper
and Eugane W. Briggs. (Malcolm Harper)
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SUNSHINE'S creow wera invalved in a German propaganda film at Wena-
gnoairfield near Varese Haly. Tha crewman in the canter ia the tail gun-
mer Angelo P. Melchiarre, followed by the nose gunner Maboolm Harper
jgiving the *V for Victory’ sign). The third man was an Italian dressed as
an American fiyer. (Helnz J. Nowarra)

The Likerator made o hard landing al Vencegono airlicld near
N Yarese, only three minules Aving lme from the safely of Locare-

Mugading airstip in southern Swieerlund, Mal remembered the
moments aller the landing:

Asweexited the giveral we were surrotnded b aved and
wory threatening soldiers. We could nov undersiand therr hos-
il Bevause we thought we head made i fo Swizerland, We
soan leamed that we were med grese of (e Newive! Swiss, bt
priganers of the Falien Fuscis.

The Iralians and Cermans at Yenegono diseoversd that Lthe
Likerator was basically undamuged. Wilh two replacement engines
aed some minor repairs W0 e tail section, SUNSHINE would be
acnplelely airworthy. A Lufivefe Fieseler Storch brought intwo test
lets wilh B-24 experience o Yepegono who would ferry out the
' [iberator once repairs were completed. Balkenkrouze were painted
L SUNSHINE, replacing the American national insignia and &
lege idemification band was added 1o the fuselage.

Mal Harper recalled the crew’s flost dayvs as POWs:

We were imimedliciely daker fo o snall building, stvippad of
ur clotfing and given o fwe pioce burlap garment to wear, The
ftaiian ofivers i charge of us had calied the Germons and we
ware fnker outstde and atade o stand i a field under guard
until the Nazis arrived. Before long they came, pud usin an open
Ay rruck and transported wy through dowiiown Milana
iMilan) to the cin's jarl. The folluwing mordtig we were agoin
irmsporivd some distarics to anoiher iown and anorher fail 1

' The crew of SUNSHINE rest batweean ‘takes’ during the filming of the
Smender’ movia. Atertha propaganda film was finished the crew was
fansferred 1o Stalag Luft | at Barth whera thay wera raunited with their
‘miginal navigator, Bob Feldam. (Bundesarchiv)

--#-

A German officer of the Propaganda Kompamie mstructs the crow of
SUNSHINE lor thair roles in the filming of thair *voluntary surrendar’,
Camera angles had to be carefully planned to avoid showing the Salken-
kreur and identification band aiready painted on the fuselage. (Bun-
dasarchiv)

fieltene thie saene thing happoned the following day Each nighe
et Frarming we were tnterregated, As part af the inicrroganian
we were fold chat the next stop wowuld prodiuce more severe forms
ef tnierrogeiton, Fiaally we were placed in seditary confinemont
in some Balian town T am nov swre where Keep in mind, that
the Germans asked oll the questians and told us nething. Affer
several davs of solitary, vur clathes were finally verarned 1o us
gt we wiere pataboard o Jundeors u-52 and Town fo Vernegons
witere we siw SUNSHIINE gooin — for the fasr rime,

Ar the aivfield we were tined up againss the Liherarar and
witile Crerman mation proture cameras flmed vy, were fold o
show the German peapie tha! ve were happily coming vver 1o
their side. The il was afall ien ofthe crew walking tloward the
Srwni ofthe aiverafi as thavwgh we hod just landed and deplanad
{made the Germgrs wnhagpy b giving the ' Viar Viciere hand
sighial and was warnad not o doe it again, bur T eever stopped
After severad takes' o sranger in leing clovies similar 1a aurs,
stepped in Barween the radie aperaror, Pominic Lombardeliy,
and mie and walked a few paces with ws, He immediarely depar-
rodd affer the film was shor

After the Nlming the crew was transferred o the Lufwaffe
Interrogation Cender at Oberurse]l and hnally (o Stalae Lug §oal
Barth, where they were re-united with their original navigator, Bob
Feldman. A few days after the propeganda film was finished, twao
Lyfiwaffe pilons flew the 0-24 via Munich-Riem 1o Rechlin, After a
short evaluation period, SUNSHINE was transferred o the frpro-
hunpsireite der Lufivaffe, Aussenmelie Wernenehen, the radio and radar
research center. A Meddo-Berlin radar ssvstem wis installed

An ltalian fighter makes a low pass on SUNMSHIVE for the benefit of the
movie camaras as Garman and Halian officers watch the filming. (Nino
Arana)




&n Italian officar dressed In American flying clothes ll'ﬂ .
cussas the Liberator with a Garman scldier. The {ianm, [
repainted the small detall stencil betwaan tha nams and pi L
up gif changing the aircraft designation and serial num ¢
The original inscription read B-24H-5-FO, Air Force Bbrﬂl

Ma. 42-52108, which was changed to B-24H-8-CO, Slrl"
Na. 42-52186. (Bundesarchiv)

ahpard the Liberator and alter w shorl test period, Ii.:%

B-24H began inlruder missions aguinst Boyal Air Fog

bomber formations over German, The large ID st 1

were overpainted and the Balkerkrowze were enlarps

With its twin tails, the Liherator was similarin silho

to the tour-engined heavy hombers flown by the RAE

The Germans were sure that SUNSHINE would be s

trrjoin the Brinsh bomberstream under the coves ufdali-s

naas and with her Meddo-Berlin rudar, she nuuldbenl'h.

to monitor s dirceton and allilude. _—
These intruder operations continued until Augusto?

1944. Technical problems with the radar grounded SUNS

B p—

SHINE for a short period, however, the Liberator wil I::.I'{
back in service with the Awssenstelle Werrewchen durings fialds.
September of 1344. The large 112 stripes were overpainie to tha
and the Balkenkrenze enlarged. With its twin tails, the gear a

Liherator was similar in silhouett o the four- Lm:mu.l
heavy bombers own by the RAF. The Germans wes|
sure lhal SUNSHINE would be able 1o join the Britisl)

bomber stream under the cover of darkness and with the
Meddo-Berlin radar. pass the number of aircrall in ﬂ'lt_
stream and monitor its direction and alofude.

{Laft] SUNSHINE on the taxiway at Venagono airfield. The Germans llew
in an experienced B-24 crew fram tha Tast and Ressarch Centergl
Rechlin lo ferry the Liberator to Garmany. (Bundasarhiv)

|Balow) The Liberator enroule to Gearmany. Tha identification band o over g
tha raar fuselage was in Yellow. The B-24 was flown via Munich-Riembs

Rechlin whera i was avaluated belore being transferred 1o the Radk

and Radar Ressarch Canter. (Bundeaarchiv)

[Balow) Tha Libarator prapares to depart for Rechlin. SUNSHINE'S pin
up girl was carried only on the port side of the fusalage, howevar, tha
name was painted on both sides. MARY ks painted on the nose tumat and
acartoon character of the devil with the waming L COK OUT FM POISON
was carried under the turrel. (Bundesarchiv)
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The Libarator was unpopular with German crews because of its weak
nose wheal, which proved to be unsuited for operations from grass
figids. Atter a short evaluation period at Rechlin the B-24 was transferred
o the Aussensalia Wernauchen for installation of spacial alectronics
gear and a Maddo-Berin radar sat. (Manfred Griahl)

Loftwaffe officers inspect the Meddo-Berin radar fitted on Sunshina.
During September of 1944 the Liberator was usad to conduct intruder
mizzsions against RAF bomber formations over tha Reich. At night the
Ubarator's twin tallad slihoustta could sasily pass for an RAF hombar.
(Hadnz .J. Nowarra|

German technicians sarvice tha Meddo-Berlin radar installed on SUN-
SHIME. Far her nocturnal missions the B-24 carried enlarged BaMen-
irsuz on the fuselage and the Yellow fuselage identification band was
wer painted. (Heinz J. Nowarma)
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The Liberator stopped at Munich-Riem airfield in Bavaria enroute to
Rechlin. &l American Group markings were painted out, however, the
pin-up girl and nickname were left intaci. The Volkswagan passangar
car was the forerunner of the popular Volkswagen ‘Baetle’. Tha ‘Peapla’s
car was first placed Into production at Hitler's personal order. (Man-
fred Griahl)




The End of KO+XA

Om 20 June ', Eighth Bomber Command dispatched o lorce
of 1400 bombers cscorled by 700 fighlers againa the synthetic ail
plants in Germany and Poland. Three Combaut Wings of the 2nd Air
IMvision were 1o bamb the Hydrierwerke Polite AG ol Polite nurlh
af Stenin (Szezecin, Poland) This was the second raid against this
plant, and the first rad, on 29 May 1944, had shown the target ta be
strongly defonded.

The 245 B-24s oof the 2 Air Division came under fighter attack
belore the foree reached the German coast, Messerschmitt I TDRG s
of TG 300 based at Iiterborg and Me 4108 of 206G 26 Trom
Kingsberg met the bambers overthe Isiand of Rugen in the Baluc
Sei at0WH) The first Liberator shot down tell 1o Feldwebel Buchholz
ol I/ 26, Most of the losses sullered by the 14th Combat Wing are
credited 1o TL/ZC 26, bul they paid a high price. Twentv-live /0 26
crews were reporled as either killed or missing. Helfore the American
fonmations reuched the largel, v number of B-2d4s were scriously
damaged and set course for newtral Sweden, Despile the heavs
fighter anacks, the bombers pressed their attack with the leud bom
ber of the 44th Bomb Group dropping its bombs on Politz at
(43,

The Liberators unloaded over 278 tons af bamhs an the tanger,
severely damuging the inswllaton, For a period fallowing the raid
production al the Hydrierwerk [ell o almast zera. Production was
disrupted and svothetic oil production & from 2140000 wns in
March to 74250 1005 in June

The bomber crews reporied ak over the target as inense and
accurate, one Gerntan anil-airerall unit, Flakbngade Grase-Stemn, s
credited with shooting down eighieen bombers over the tareet and

Major Chester B. Hackett (center) crash landed near Stettin after being
crippled by flak during araid against Politz on 20 June 1944, He made a
succassiul landing ina lfarmers field, but the Liberator's nose wheelhita
ditch and broke away. (Chester B. Hackett)

- % ¥

A wall camoufiaged KO+ XA parked in its revetment at Wackersleben
during early April of 1945, KO+ XA once flew with the 389th Bomb @
Group asa Pathfinder Liberator equipped with HzS radar. MAJ Hackst |
crash landad the Libaralor naar Stettin on 20 June 19844, Whan repais
were complated tha B-24 was assigned to KG 200. [Karl Kossler)

damuging & number of others. The Messersclonitts of JG 300 and
ZG 20 continwed w attuck the bomber formations antil they Tet the
enemy coast. Thirty-four Liberators were shot down and eighieer |
landed in neutral Sweden, where they were interned for the remaie
der of the War. ;
One of the Liberators which Failed to return from the Polils el
would see Turther service — with the Laf@wafe, The Liberator (45 I
I

2ZR779), 4 H2S cyuipped B-24H- 153-DT, a Patlifinder Force Liberator,
haad Nown the mission as Deputly Lead for the 4481 Bomb Groap
based at Seething, Narfolk. i

In January of 44, g Pathlinder Squuadron was formed withi I.
cach Air Davision, In the 2od Adr Divisioo the Pathfinder wiit wis
the Sedth Sguadron, 38%h Bomb Group, The squadion received
twelve H25 cyuipped B-24H: on 18 March 194 and began provic
ing Pathfinder services four davs Later. In May, another Pathiindes
squadron. the 6Gth Squadron based ar Shipdham, Noriolk, wa
established doubling the Pathlinder arrength at the 2nd Acr Dive
sion. 'he HS aircratt were assigned the eode name "Mickey " and by i
the Summer of 1944, almast all missions were carried out with e §
Leud and Depuly Lead Qving in o "Mickey” Liberator,

Fur the Palile miszion Colonel Geny L. Mason, commander of
the 4481 Bomb Grouwp and Major Chester B. Hackett Ir., comiman- §
der ol the 715th Squadion each Aew in o "Mickey” Liberator fown by
3800h Boml: Group ciews. COL Mason was the mission Command §
Pilotlending the 20th Combat Wing. while MAT Hackett, his depury,
[ew ofl his right wing in Liberutor 41-28779 MAJ Hackett's cres
included co-pilot CAPT Puilek, bomburdier CAPT Garland Las
navigator CAPT Switzer. LT Rose had heen scheduled to 1y agae 8
pilot, butsince CAPT Purlek wanted 1o fly the mission, Rose filledm &
asa gunner, The other punners in the crew were 50 172 Albert Flack
and  Glenn  Nare. MAJ  Hackett  remembered e
TMSSIAL

The mission way wneverniind enroute iv the farget with the
ssitcid Tk wndd German fiwheers. We had econ fighiers for the
eviive (i fo Stettie gred over e target. The wearker was olaar-
itg Ay we proceeded arross Oeemany and e the tme we
citarnged cowrse fust Novth af Serrin the sk was gbsafuraly oo
We conddd lopk averio the Sowth and weich eqoh rwefve ship for
aration ke thelr bomb rons an Poliez We were fhing af
0,000 fewr aenid the anie-giveral® five over the rarget was hamy
Boture tueriing Sowih o the IP T called COL Jerny Meson and
ataked frimt to consider changing our altitiede fo oveld wine ofthe
fak.

This was e Meh misgicn ond COV Mason had anly recen
iy jatned aur Comup fo replace aur previous Group Comman-
der. He called me back having devided that we wonld oot
el altiinde, S0 we micde e raer ae thie seee allitide as the
Surmadions afead afus, Qs afier we dropped aur hambs the alr

KO+)
outsic
days |



crafi reemed o stap v mid-air We had raken flak hite in the
avve sevdior bonad bay, fuel ks and warst comparnment.
Dropping et of formation L oolied COL Muson and wlid fim 1
wasgoing fotry fo reach Swedva. Power o all foer engenies wis
Sust abwoiat wil o T oalied the crew and direcied thom fo baii o,
Avr rarreed anr tee m.'urj.un.‘jm.i’ I'_')n.?{lr;"ri'.u' r.'rrfsrgrm novs caliod
aned infovrsmiad mie chan £ Rose diad beer e end was G boaty,
L inserucred Wi fo artach o seanic (ne 1o Rage' purachue, help
imn out Hie vl wisdow anid gl s wipcard for Bim

Affier thiie Y unbeckled o8 o foint ador af omeke began fiting
cockpir Dwas abowr o fump out the open bomrk bay wier f s
CAPT Basewalking back from rear of the plane up the car waolic
it e bomd e Tasked him wine ha had mor jumped. He rold
mte ther e hiad no parachivee. He was wearfng @ harmess but no
parachute pack. Tie bombardier wuses @ chest repe parachue
He jusi weweps the farness on wnd places the chest pack oi back of

b hiert, This enelides i v operaie the domb sivhi A pivoe ol Tak
had it a walk aroirid cxyges bode which had exploded rp
rsleben ping his chest peck, He had gone back io the rear of the alrcraft
1 Bomb lnaking for anocher chure There was nove 1o be found aked e
Hackett atid .1 Rave waas dead it vhe waisr secrione. Hhe alve srated thet
repairs fuel was nenning all over the vear homh bhay. Wil CAPT Fav
ler) sty fiey paraciate and LT Reose dead, Freally bad only ane
00 and cawrre af aetion, Fiedd Fasew climbinee the co-pilor 5 xear anad |
lzlt the gt Bk i e pilar’s sear
iehileen East and ! proceeded va shur down everyrhing, ail powerand
emain- ecmeal equipment, o leswen the chaneer of a fire Afier
EVErE was shu! devs the smake in tive cackpit subeided AN
iz raid iy ek ey a few minsies and Tiold im Dintended to crash
1or (41= Firied, Hlersarief foor mie fo o cofrvennad comad Deil oand, e wonlid reake the : : i
e rAtOT anreralt dowet, Diere was seowee £ wonis alloa tfus, soowe pra
-‘.'imup: mw.'-':-' 6 SR s AT s T i b A ) ﬁfﬂl‘fﬁ ‘f'rfm fa plluts_ﬂﬂnq caplured American aircrafl always run the risk of
iy by fire. Friendly Flak damage forced Oberfsidwebel Rauchfuss
/ Jeer Avwe corrtnued our giide, v Me .’-’JR._H- Atk ek froe the (cenler}iomake an emargancy landing outside Quediinburg. The holes
within ieft srde. The ordy chng £ eowld sk v do wes re dive, piok wp in the rear fusslage ware caused hy shell fragments that killed one ol
ait wus speeed anid iern intio thent closing the distence herween ar guic- tha twanty-nine passengers aboard the Liberalor, (Kar Kossler)
soeivied wly w possibie, That way the ot £ sen of the fighiers until we ) . _ .
provid- were bont to lund in g geam field. When we gor down o abou il and snapped the nase whad, Inr-'.‘ aire rr.'_f:f care ip on iy
hiinder 2 m}_ﬁﬂ. I serrtind k,“h',_wﬁ,r :Iﬁt'!‘f-r arid civeled the one £ bead 1sE, BKF i J::}!_,"F.r.‘f: over Ay -"a"h.’ll'.‘.l-::m' slawad, the tail secrion
k. was poked awt, There was very Bde vind o at abowd 300 feed we settled hack davn and we slowly camie to a stop. CAPT Easi
ir Divi- dinea apr o e feld and lowered the lunding gear, however, ! immediaraly went dawn fata the bombardier s compariment
and by iaached down doo fasd, Afler rodiing wbowe 2000 feed we hit o '*'"“"rl detarared tie expisives on the Novden bomb sight and
vith the N mpdar sysremn destroying them bath. During the landing
] 0+ XA of KG 200 was forcad to make an emergency landing in a fisld approaen §had seen g Mg U8 crash g shor distance aweay.
nder af autside Quedlinburg an 6 April 1945 collapsing the nose whesl, Six Wien Easeand ) poraun af the afreraft, twa P-57 Mustangs Tew
NI T :f"?ft‘?:c'h?:h“?l “;“-'3 repaired and Liberalor was ready loattempta aver, wrmed and climbed for their fighs bock 1 Bagiand
— off. (Karl Kossler
minand
deputy.
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in the early moming of 13 April 1945, Obarfeidwebal Rauchiuss attempt-
ed to takecH, however, the weakened nose wheel dug inand collapsed.
The crew reluctantly decided to destroy the Liberator. Holes were
punched in the fuel tanks and the B-24 was sel on fire with a flare pistol.
(Karl Kossler)
It wais o grond feelivg fo witkess e dedlicasion and brovery of
aur fightey friends. We had crashed a_few miles Nocthwest of
Srerrin and were imediately swvannded b the German pop-
ulace. They kad warched avr approach and landing, converg-
ing o W very quickdy. They raak us e the laco! vitlage and
everiually rumed ws aver o the Lufwaffe After being inter-
rogated, we were sent to Stefag Luft 3 near Sagan, Germany.

The Lufiweft inzpected the Liberator and decided the aireradl
wirs woith tepairing The guns and domaged H2S cyuipment were
removed from the aircralt, Bafkenkrenze and the Stammkennzeichen
KO+XA were painted on the Liberator replacing the Aanerican
markings. The Liberator was allocated to the 1 Gragge of Kamp®
pexchvwader KGO NEF and was involved in clandesime missions be-
hind the Allicd lines. The B-24H was kased at Wackersleben
logether with three Boeing B-17y

By caurly April of 1945 VKIG 200% situalion had become erilical,
Fuel was in short supply and Allied air superionty had halled most
al their activities, Soviet troops had pressed thelr advance o the
Chler river and leading Soviet elements were not fur fron Wacke:
sleben The decision was made to evacuate all aireraft to Flrsten-
teldbruck in Bavaria to escape the advancing Russians,

The evacoation Might was scheduled for zarly morning on 6
April 1945, The crews were briefed the previous night and each air-
craft would Ny 1o Bavara singly. Qberlotaant Wache instrocted the
crews al the three B=17s, the B-24 and a number ol Heinkel He 1115
on the best route (o Fdraienleldbrmck toavord triendlv anti-aircrall
units It hael been impossikle t notity the ano=aireratt units of the
Might and the crews knew the nsk of mendly fire would be great

ALBEI0 the bombers were prepured for the mission, weanlher con-
ditions were poor with a ceiling of LEOO feet. A heavy rain full the

It Ie baligved that Oberfeldwabel Rauchiuss was the last Lufiwefie pilat
ta fly a B-24. The Liberator's Stammkennzeichen KO 4 XA was carried

on the underside of the wings, bul was nol peinted on the fuselage,
(Karl Kosslar)

n —
night hefore had wrmed the airfield inw g sodden, muddy mare,

A crew of four had been ullovated w the B-24; pilot Oferfildeebe
Rauchluss, mdio opermtor Gleneldweined Monkemeyer, engines §
Felidwely! Lange, and a crew chief. Except for personal bu:'.ur.gi.tg%
and spare pars, no freight could be carried. As the crew Boarded (g
Liberator, they tound twenty-nine passengers huddled in the fuse
lage. The stowawavs were officers, soldicrs and civilians from (b8
nearhy village of Wackersleben, and they all wanied le:b|!'.:rtll-\:][-'l'.E
cacape the advancing Sovicls, |

Tiz sttermnipl a takeoll from the muddy Deld with an emply airerl |
wakld be thificuly, bul wilh the cxira load 16 would be catremed |
dangerous. Rauchiuss refused (o ke off, bul the pleas of I]:-:f{
passengers lnally changed his mind, The pilol succeeded in tuking §
ol irom the Acld and slowly climbed into the clowds, He headed fon 8
Brunswick, the first lundmark on the Qight e Bevare. Teenty-Ge S
mineles luter un anki-gircrall unit spotted the Liberetor, and ik 5
ing it was Aunerican, opened fire. Shells exploded near the aircralt &
damaging the fuselage. wings and Number Four engine, Shrapne 8
cul the rudder cables, Bt Ranchtuss managed 1o maintain cot §
trizl.

The ant-wirerall fire had badly wounded two of the passengen &
und they wrgenlly needed medical teatment, Rovchluss began o §
descend, looking oo e suitable landing feld. Alter a few minutes e
sighted a clearing near Quedlinburg, circled the feld twice and §
lowered the undercarriage. On final approach the crew spotted &
high voltage line directly in front of the aircraft With & burstof 8
power the pilot cleared the line, but as a result, the aircraft touche
down too fast, The Liberator ran into freshly tilled soil at the tarsid;
of the meadow and the nose wheel dug in. As in MAT Hackett's land
ing, the nose wheel collupsed. The two wounded passengers wen
taken to Quedlinbure for medical treatment, unfoctunately, ae
hied Later that day

Kauchfuss and his crow inspected the damaged Liberator and §
decided it could be repaired, The rudder cables und broken il line §
on MNumber Four enging were guickly repoived. The booken mose
wheel strut was removed and sent w the Junkers Component Fae
tory at Eilslebern Six days later, on 12 April, the nose wheel wi
returned and the repairs were completed, Takeoll was scheduled fee
the next morning and two farm tractors were used 10 Tow the §
Liberator to the end of the improvised runway, The crew removed a2 8
unnecessary equipment, including the radios from the B-24 2
lighten the gircrall. Untorunately their work came 1o naught Th
clearing proved 1o be too shart and as the bomber bogged downin
the sodden ground, the nose wheel broke a third rime

Reluctantly the crew decided o desroy the aircratt. Holas wee
punched in the fuel tanks and the crew set fire o the aircra with 4
flare pistol. When the crew finally reached Bavana, they learned
that only one of the B-17: hatl swecessfully made il o Fimsee
leldbruck, One Fortress had crushed inw e mountein side in e
Thuringer Wald area, while the other was shot down by friendly §
anti-sircraft fire at Altenburg
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assacre Over
Bernburg

The Liberatnr cquipped 492nd Bomb Group based al Morth Pic-
kerha, Norfolk was known as o hard luck Growp” w the crews of
Figkih Bomber Commuand. The Group was withdrawn from com-
beton T August 1944 afler (ying sixty-four missions and loosing
lly-vne airerall over a four month period, the highest loss rate of 3
15AAF Bomber Group,
- The Group had made its combat debut on 11 May 15944, Bach
morth broughl their losses higher; eight aircraft were lost on & raid
Hgainsl Brunswick in Muy, fourteen were lost on the Politz attack in
e, and the mission against the Junkers Flugzeug-und Motaren-
AG at Beroburg on 7 July 1944 cost the Grroup twelve Lih-
s and 110 men.
- On 7 July the 492nd Homh Group was parl of the 14th Bomb
wig assipned o attack Bernburg, while other Eighth Bomber
Simmand formations aliacked oil, ball bearing, and aircraft plants
i central Germany; including Halle, Merseburg, Leipzig, and
dekendor. The three Alr Divisions were 1o depan Fngland ai
Rparate points, with the Ist and 5rd Aar Dhvisions flying a converg-
I course that would join in a commaon route Al & (AL AppTOX-
iely 100 miles due west of Berlin. The twa divisions would then
b0 @ point 40 miles southwest ol the capitol, leint towards Berlin,
o urm sharply west and south toward their respective targets
' The 2nd Division was to [y a route somewhat north and parallel
e 15t and 30d Divisions. The tormation would tuen southeast at
unier Lake and, at the last moment, splithing the formation Lo
swah four separate targers, The mission was timed so that all three
fiishons would be over their targets at 0930, Becuuse the lstand 3rd
isions, would pass closesl w Berlin, they were expected to pro-
ke the most serious reaction and the bulk of the available lighter
s were assigned o them.
T*u: 2nd Division’s 14th Wing formanon plan called for three
aceons of the 392nd Gronp to fly lead. the twe 492nd Group
ans would My low left, one addinonal 392nd Syuadron would
i position high and ro the Fght of the lead group, and the 440
i3 Group's three squadrons would My in trail behind the lead
iup, Twenty-three Liberatars of the 492nd lefl North Pickenham
W asserabled on schedule. [T Konstand, wilh MAJ Donald
filon as Air Commancder led the Lead Sguadron with LT Harding
_ ag fhe low left. Hoth these aircrafl were loreed 0 abort with
ch am:al prnhlem\ hefare crossing the cneimy couast,
CAmang the Liberators of the 492nd was LT Donald M. Kilpat-
aE-241- 145-C O (#4-40132) X4*J one of the Group's original air-
L The Liberator was usually assigned o LT Rohert A, Menweg,
dCrew M08 was on stand-down for the mission. Bob Menweg, the
ool B-24 44-40132 remembered the Liberator:

W srained for five monrhs in the States hefore departing jor
- Engimned. W flew ouer ttew H-24, called TN Be Around over the
eithern Kerry Ratite af South America, Africa, and then (v

Engianed [ believe | flew thireen misstans in this Liberator and
Seivhed the halance of my thirty misdons in verious other

Li. Donald Kilpatrick’s Liberator was one ol welve 492nd Bomb Group
alreraft shot dewn during the Bernburg mission on 7 July 1944, The B-
24.)-145-C0 |44-401 32) X4* J+ had survivad ninetean missions bafore
it crashed into a corn field outside Alinkendorf near Halbarstadt. The
wreckage soon gathered a crowd of curious achoal children. (Bun-
desarchiv]
Gunner Alsron H. Howrey remembers why his crew did not My
the missian:
We did mor fiy the misoon to Bermburg on 7 July. because we
had flown a mision tw Kiel ike duy before. The crew was
drapped dowin fo the last place on the schodule and was nor
valled out o make the mission ie Bernivrg, The vame T Be
Around way never patnied on ife plune becawse we did nat have
time in the Seaves to have it pui o and afier areving in England,
wee were ol b the Group CO thal no more faimes oF painiings
could b pri on the noses of onr gircrafl. The fenth member of
our crew the bombardivr, Lester Sietn. was killed while flving
with anather crew, He bad missed ane mission with wi and was
frving bo make-wp the wiission fo finfch iis thirre missions. After
Fiis death we flew as @ nine man crew, with the nevigator ucling
ax bombardier. We did nat want anvene replacieg Stein

Because of the scheduling, LT Kilpatrick and his crew were
assipned t 4 N Be Around [o1 the mission to Bernburg. st LT Kilpat-
rick’s crew included: co-pilol 20d LT Thomas L. Flaherty, navigator
nd LT Charles F. Hunline, bombardier 2nd LT Glen B Wrabel,
engincer T/5GT Wilbur C. Tdler, radio operator T/SGT James O,
Coates, righl waist gunner 3/5GT Leon A Byers, lelt waist gunner 8/
SGT Donald L. Brackins, ball turret gunner 5/50 1" Herhert M.
Novotny and tail gunner 3/9GT Kenneth D Shinley, 'The crew had
already flown fillcen missions, half way to the magic number of
thirty missions.

Crerman radar had watched the bombers assemble over England
and the Lyfinefe was ready when the hbombers crossed the coast,
Approximately 175 single and 125 twin-engined fighters engaged
the bomber formations and escorting Oghters. The fighters concen-
trared their attzcks against the 14th Wing attacking Bernburg. The
gscor fighters were out of position, flying with #th Bomh Group
X4 J+ ovar Magdaburg on 29 June 1944, tha Group letter “U" had not
bean added to the Black circle on the starboard wing but when LT
Hilpatrick took the Liberalor cut on i1s final mission she carried full
Group identification markings. (Al Blue)




The Fortune's of War; Bob Menweqg's crew was one of the fortunate few
ta complate a fullcombat in the 492nd BG. Normally assigned to X4*J +,
they were an stand down an 7 July 1944. Lef taright: gunner Howerd S,
Hameline, gunner Raymand 0, Clawsan, engineer William H. Veltch,
gunner Alston H. Howrey, co-pilot Donald Girty, navigator/bombardier
Lawrenca J. Mallloux, debriefing officer Charles Barret, pilot Robert A
Menweg, gunner Armado Rescigno, and radio operatar William D. Siler.

{Robert A. Menweag)

and the 452nd Group was unprotected from attacks coming lrom the
rearaf the tormation. Onece again "hard luck’ had placed the 492nd
CGiroup in the hazandous posilion,

Shartly after dropping their bombs over the target, sixty toeighty
Focke Wull Fw 190s of IViStarm)/ TGS, hased at esheim. attackeed
the Group's low left squadron like a sledpehammaer. It was the firsl
time the Luyfrwaffe had psed the heavily armad Fw I'MA-R. called
Stwrmbocke (Assaull Rams) in combat. Under the commund of
MAJ Walter Dahl the w 190A-Ks were responsible for the massacte
of the 492nd over Hermburg The slaughter began at 1942 when L
Hagenah downed CAFT Ernest E. Pelkey's B-24 and befure il wus
aver twelve B-24s would be shot down. Lz Schafer shot down wo
Liberators and Major Dahl finished off another near Quedlinburg,
The losses, however, were not all one sideel, and three Sturmbocke
pilots were killed and another seriously wounded,

LT Kilparrick's £ be Arownd wus shot down by Lz Schafer.
Mavigataor Charles Hanline alerted the crew that the ship was on tire
and as the Liberaior spun out of control, the pilot gave the order to
bail vul. The Focke Wulf's cannan fire had killed both waist gun-

[ T I L = T, L

A Focke Wulf Fw 1904-7/R-6 is armed for another interception mission
an a Luftwaffa basa in Germany. The WGr-21 rockel proved very effec |
live against USAAF bomber formations. Sixty to sighty Fw 190 Stuw
bocke |Assault Rams) were involved in the action that braught down
X4+

ners, 5500 s Brackins and Byers. Ball turret gunner 57507 Novie 8
ny and bombardier Znd LT Wrobel Mailed to escape and perished
the erash. The rest successlully bailed out, however, LT Kilpatrick
wits killed by rifle fire while descending in his parachute. The sur
vivors were soon captured hy the local Palice and Welemach
Charles Hanline and Kenneth Shinley were laken lor medical e
ment to the General Hospital at Mapdeburg, while the remaining
Four crewmen were senl to Tolerrogation Center West at Oberur
sel.

{1 Bé Around crushed into a corn field outside of Alikendof
aboul 15 miles northeast of Halberstadt at (845 Personnel from Air
ficld Command 1311 examined the wreckage and reported (b
Liberator wias wially destroyved. A salvage team cleaned up the cred
sitc and shipped the wieckage of 44-40132 1o @ scrap yand i
Cicrmany.

——

T .

by persannel from Airfield Command 13/11l who reported that the Lit-
eralor was destroyed and four of the crew had parshed in the crash
They were idenlified as Glen R. Wrobel Leon A. Byers, Donald L Brae
kins, and Herbert M. Movotny, The pilol LT Kilpatrick was repartecl
killed by rifla fira while still in his parachute. (Bundesarchiv)

Only the tail of X4*J+ ramained identifiable. The wreck was Mﬂyldl
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Trojan Horses —
KG 200

Kampfeeiciwader 200 operated & number of caprored American
heavy kombers for clandestine missions behind Allied Lines, The
me ol KO 200 was g tightly suarded seered and many of ils ground
personnel were unaware al the unit’s setual mission or the nuture of
ions, Caplured Allisd wircrelt had the advantage of eing
2z to operate at night over eneny territony without arousing oo
mich suspicion

B-17 Operations

Wull Hound, ceptuied on 12 December 1942, was the first B-17F
citured intact by the Lufivafe. She was assigned the Stammkon-
iztichen DL+ XC and was followed shortly by another B-171 which
wiz pasigned the Stemrmkennzeichien ST+HEY.

Druring the Summer of 1942 the Ligiwafe captured at least twao
wlditiona] B-17s. LT Dalton Wheat bellied in Flak Dancer a B-1717-
$-B0 (42-30048) ar Laon zirfield on 26 June 1943 Ned Palmer's
Down and Go! was captured on 29 Tuly, The Tast B=-17 capaured duor-
fng 1347 was Viss Nonalee 11 & B=17F-100-B0 which crash landed at
Norholm Mark, Denmark on 9 Oelober 1943,

The (irst B-17G 1o be captured inlact was LT John Gossage's
BB, which was captured at Schleswig on 3 March 1944 Five days
lute: Phillis Marie, a B-17F-115-BO (42-30713) (lown by 2nd LT Max
LGuakenbush, was captured a1 Werben. On % April 1944 a B-170-
I-VE [42-39974) of the 452 nd bomb Ciraup, 7 st Sguadron was lor-
d dovwn at Vaerlose airfield in Denmark, The crew was capiuned
ad the intact aircraft was deliverad to Rechlin a few davs later.

The B-175, except lor Miss Nonalee 11 {7-+8). wera transfarred i1y
KGZ2M during the Spring of 1544 and received new codes, beginning
with A2, I/KG 200°s B-175 were used hoth for training and clandes-
fice cperations behind enemy lines. Uintl April of 1948 Kampj-
gechwader 20 aperated as a single umit. During thal month,
bewaver, the unit was reorganized being divided into dillerent Staf
Jein [or training and operalions,

L&l vad 455000 were both based at Finsterwalde. 4.5vaffed
wis the Dpevational Tratking Unie and derween Mav aind June af 1944

sperted at beast four of the B-1 75 feoded AT+ AR, AZHCE 43+ FE and

ATHGE) Training wink the =17 included navipational flights, ngghr flv-
ji a2 diesr own ewecasions hombing rriali were carvied out, Afier ine-
Wi raining of aircrews way complered with 4 Siafe! these B-17ys were
mmsferredd o | Safel.

KG 200 operations were conducted under close securily bul

Came derails are known, Ac least Twa B-17 missions were flown W
Wieece in early 1984, These missions were carried oul ol night with

i T K. + gt - g

A B-17G ol YKG 200 based at Wackarsieben has the cheak guns and
ball turrel removed. The insignia on the nose is White and depicts a
Swan with a Angel holding & bow and arrow on its back. B-17's used by
KG 200 had a Garman AS.l. baromatric altimeter and FuG 101 redic
altimatar installed in the instrument panel. (Kar Kosslar)

the pilots and navipaiors heingthe omly crewmembers bricled on he
destination and route. Cn atleast twooccasions landings were made
in lialy 1w pick up agents who had heen previously dropped over
Grreece. Several agenis wera usually earned on cach mission, zlong
with their supplies and equipment. Prior io cach Mght pilols were
briefed onthe locariaons of all known anti-airerali units (fmendly and
unfriendly) along their Might path.

During Movember of 1944 one of the B-17Fs (A3—CB) was used
o develop long runge night navigational procedures, This Fortress
was later used for night missions to Greece, Italy. Ireland, France,
the Low Countries, Africa, Transjordan { Palestine). Poland, and the
Saviet Linion, The rangz of the Flying Fartress allowed KG 200 (o
carry out aperatioms deep o Allied lerritory,

I'he Lufwaffe used the B-17 for these clandesting missions
hecause of a shoriage of suitable Genman aircrall, The introduction
of the Junkers Ju 2L, gave the Lufwafe a wansport with sufficient
range, however. KG 200 never received the numbers needed to
replace their Fortresses. The B-17 was popular with KG 200°s pilots
who prascd 1ts handling qualitics and rugged construction,

A Luftwaffe crew of KG 200 prepares for a mission over Eastern Europe
al Wackersieben air lield during 1945, The drawing on the moltled Gray
Olive Drab over Black B-17G was inspired by 8 novel writlen by Nils
Helgerson. (Karl Kossler)




Phyilis Mary is inspected by personnel from Airfleld Headguarters 33/1
after it crash lended near Werben on 8 March 1944, TheB-17F-115-B0
of the 380th Bomb Group based at Farmlingham, Sutfolk was flown by
2nd LT Max J. Quakenbush. US forces laler re-captured the Fortress at
Altenburg airfield south of Laipzig during April of 1845, (Bundesarchiv)

Even with careful planning KG 200's missions, lown alone and
al might, were extremely dangerons and KG 200 sullered losses. The
first B-17 loss is believed 1o have occurred on 15 May 1944 A second
B-17 was lost on 27 June %K, and a third wus damaged on 19
November 1944

Kommando (Mea, under Megor Peter W, Stahl, sulfered two B-17
losses within a short penod. . Knuppenscheider was lost with
Dawn and Go! when 1t caploded shotly after take off on 9 Fehruary
1945 A second B-17 (A3+BE) was shot down by an RAF Mosguilo
near Luvigny, France on 3 March 1945

Al 2308 on 2 March AT—-HE left Stuligan-Euchiendingen and
crossed the Rhine north of Basle (ying al low level, To mainnain
security the exact roule und drop points were known only o the
observer and Ist pilot. The remuinder of the crew were not briefed
and if captured would be unable 1o reveal the locations af the agents
they had dropped.

The crew ol AT H BB included. st pilot Fihnrich Helmui Schen-
derlein, 2nd pilot Uiz Werner Hofl, observer Obfr Beudel, radio
operator (4w Willi Helmdach, O Kadl Buch, Lz, Webel, gunners
Fw Walter Ruetzer, Lffw Wilhel Low, Uffie Kurt Boercher. jump
master Fw Hertbert Adams, and Gefe Mehl The Poriress carried
nineg agents 1o three supply containers

A late model Boeing B-17F at Rechlin during the Summer of 1943. The
alrcraf’s serial number and individual aircraft identification letler on
the tall ware over painted and replaced with tha Swastlka. The brighl
spat on the battom of the fin is the aircrafl's serial numbear re-applied by
the Garmans in Yellow. [Thamas E. Willis)

The first aenl parachuted at approximarely 0200, un hour lat
three others, logether with the three supply containers, were digs
ped. The remaining passengers, four men and a woman, jumpe
some twenly minutes later, On the return Aight the shserver, W
Beudel became uncertain of his position and the rudic operai
tried o obluin a fix from Echterdingen, but was unable Lo cslablish
contacl. The B-17 was picked up by Allied ground ruduar near Dijog
France at approximately (6K

Shortly after D600, the Fortresss was inlzreepled by a British Mos
guito night fighter. The fighter scored hits in the fuselage and setthe
starhoard wing on fire. The pilot ordered the crew to bail our, bt il
the eleven crewmen only the 2uad pilot, radio operator, jump masts
and three gunmers successfully hailed of the Naming bomber, the
uthers perished in the crash

In Seplemberof 1944 the Gruppensab and both Saffeln movedio
Finow. [n mid-February of 1945, KG 200 moved again, this time i
Hildesheim. At this time_ 1 Seaffe! had an invenlory of three Junkes
Ju 2905, one Ju 352, and three H-17s with a pemsonnel strength of sixy
uircrews. The crews were quartered in a former Ardettsdlienst (labar
cutnp] just south east of the airfield

While the unit was based at Finow airerall of the 1.Skaffel wene
(tequently deplayed o forward bases For seerel assignments known
to only the crews, Many of these missions were agent drops and re
supply missions in arcas fur behind Russian lines. A KG 200 Flying
Fortresa deployed o Crucow. Poland on 20 December 1944, Thre:
days later the B-17 wok off with six Russian agents for 4 len hous
round trip o the Odessa area, During the first week of Januury 1945
u similar mission was carried oul by the same Forltress and crew

Additional sorties were Nown from Cracow until mid-January of
1945 when advancing Russian roops fureed a withdrawal to Snib-
endorl, Twn missions were (lown [rom Stubendord, ene on 8
lanuary and another w Lubin, Poland the next day. The agenms
dropped on these missions were usually Russians dressed i Hus-

sian Army or partizan unilorms. The Russigns were distrusted and |

on nocasion had shown g reluctance w leave the aircralt When an
agent halked al jumping. e jump master usually called on the gun-

ners for assistunce, On one uipover Russia, an agent tossed a hand |

arenade into the aircrafl as he jumped. Cuick action by one of the
sunners, however, saved the aircralt Most apents were given a sull
dose of Vodka before jumping and, on more than one oocasion, i
very drunk agent had 1o be rolled out of the airerall on s statie
line.

On b April 1945 KG 200 losl two B-17: on a transfer flight from
Wackersleben o Farslenleldbruck, however, the remaining H-175
(451 FR and A2+ AE) were active almost (o the end of the war.
Major Klemm [ew o mission in AS+EK on 22 April 15945 and on the
fellovwing mighl the sume aircraft took off for another sortie, return-
ing om 24 April. 11is believed that A3—AL carried ont KG 200 lasd
operational B-17 Might when the Fortress ew from Wels tn Aigen,
Austrin on 2 May 1945

B-24 Operations

Comsolidaicd B-24 Liberulor operations in KOG 2000 were same-
what limiled. The Germans found the nose wheel of the B-24
unsuited o operations trom grass felds and Liberalor operations
pever reached the level of iis stablemace, the Flying Fortress

The first B-24 capiured by the Axis was Blonde Bomber 11, 2 11
240100 (41-234590 Piloted by Don Story the Liberator landed at
Pachino, Sicilv on 2 February 1943, Captain Giovanni Raima
ferried the Likerator to Catama-Fonlanarossa and then o the Regia
Avronaurice Tesr and Research Cenler at Guidonia near Rome.

The Germans were anxious W est Blonde Bomber 11 and diplo-
matic arrangements were made lo transfer the Liberator 1o Ger-
many. Captain Raina fernied the B-24, with a temporary Italian civil
registration {1-KAIN), viza Munich-Riem to Rechlinon 19 June 1541,
Raina and his crew trained Genman test pilots on the Liberator and
in turn, the Talians were wllowed flv Wolf Hoond During atest light
ar Rechlin, the Liberutor's nose wheel collapzed and Blonde Bomber
[T was grounded until repairs were made. In early Seplember of 1943
the Germans repainted the Liberator, changing (he Desert Pink
camouflage 1o a less conspicuous overull Dark Green
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AKG 200 B-17 prepares far anothar migskon bahind Allied ines. These
clandestine sorties usually lasted between six and aight hours and the
sxact route and drop points were usually known only 1o the ohserver
and 1&t pllot. [Karl Kosslar)

The first B-24 1o ke caplured by the Germans was a B-24H-5-DT
4125641} of the 4530d Bomb Group which was delivered to the
Luwaffe under unusual circumstances on 4 February 1944 The
Liberator's pilol, 2nd LT Juhin B Turoer and his co-pilot Raymond
G. Emersun, had starled the day inlending w conduct @ routine
raming ight from Qld Buckenham, Morfolk The Group was
wheduled for its first combat mission in two days, and Turnzaralong
with other Group pilats needed mare fraining in formation [ying
Turner became separated from the lraining Might as the fonmation
climhed thru a heavy overcasl, When he broke oul of the clouds, he
found that he had become separated [rom the formation. The
Liberstor was lasl seen by another #33rd Group pilot, Milon R
Stakes, ut 1103 oo un essterly course, away from the remainder al

. (ke group.

Turner, fying in the wrong direction, re-entered the avercast
shere he becume completely disoriented. Running low on fuel and
wilh the inexperienced navigator, Bovd G. McClure, unahble 1o get a
[faom thetr position, the B-24 headed out over the English Channel,
Making landfall in France the lone Liberator was easy prey for
Lafuite fighters and the engineer, Manin W. Nissen, was hadly
wounded. Turner managed 1o land the crppled Liberator at a
Luwife airtield When they discoverad they werz on an cnemy [eld
he crew tried. unsuccesstully, o burn the airerall. SGT Misseu,
aecause of the serious nalure of his wounds was repatriated through
lhe Red Cross, while the rest of the crew became POWS:,

The Liberutor entered service with KOG 200 as —KNB. Lanle is
known about this B-24's operations wirh KG 20 however, in late
1344 it was used to i1y supply missions to the lsland of Rhodes. The
missions were carried out from Wien-Aspern and Schwechat air-
fields under the command of fFprm. Stahnke of Kommands Clara, In
May of 1545 +KB was re-captured hy LIS roops at Salzburg,
Mstria.

il T _ =

Bosides + KB, KG 200 operated two other B-2s (—=PB and
EO-+-XA) Liberator < PB was destroyed by strating Allied lighters
near Halle in early 1945, while KO+XA was set an fire by its own
crew after it suifered a broken nose wheel in an aboned iakeoff.

At least twoadditional Liberators were captured and usad by the
Luftweife. One was captured at Egeron 18 March 1944 and an lune
1944 a navigational error caused B-240-10-NT (42-78106) of the
460th Bomb Group o land on the glider lield at Fussach,a shon dis-
tance from the Swiss barder and the safery of the Swiss field of
Altenrhein near Lake Constance 42-7X106 became MF HFL in
Lufrwaffe service and was used w tran Nghter unis and develop tac-
tics For use ggainst the Liberalor

Uine other Axis nation, Rumania, is known 1o have operated the
Liberutor, Al least two Consolidated B-24s, both victims of the costly
LSAAF uttucks on Ploesti, were captured and repaired by the For-
folor Aeriene Regal ole Romang

Mysterious Shadows

Returning Americin aircrews often reported strange B-17s and
B-Zds which they believed were shadowing their formations Most ol
these were bombers thet had become separated trying ta re-join their
Groups, I i doubitful that the Lufrwaffe ever operated caprured
American bombers n American markings to shadow LSAAF for-
metons over Germany, One example of a case of mistken wenliy
took placean 31 Augusr 1945 Ihe Nores an Enemy Thetics Repori ol 18
september 1942 contains following

(On 31 Augusi four yroups of unescorted B=175 auacked the

mrarshatlieg vards at Fisa berween P3N0 and 1307, The ¥ith

Bormh Group reparts thar @ H-17, heanng the numiber 25554
This B-17F of KG 200 is hidden under camoufiage netting at Wacker:
sleben in Aprdl of 1945, KG 200 operated at leas! thres B-174 from Wac-
kersieben during the last days of tha War. When Soviet troops penetrated
close 1o the gir base, the order was given ta ferry tha ships 1o Fursten-
faldbruck in Bavaria. In the evenl, only one B-17 reachead ite destination.
{Karl Kissler)
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Blonde Bomber N was the first Liberator captured by Axis forces when it
landed at Paching, Sicily on 20 February 1843, The Libarator was laler
flown by Captain Giovanni Raina to the Regia Asronawtica Test and
Research Cantaer at Guidonia. (Haniried Schiiephake)

with an 1 above amd iwe Yellow bars beneatl the sevial nwiin-
berjoined the furmation on deparyee from the Deaiian coast at
1505 Thie B-17 flew with the 97th Bamb Group for rwenry
mmtex then turned awey, fr was joined by anather B-1 7, both
of which then Tew wwwards faly. This repent is canfirmed by a
guanier of the 2ad Barib Grawp

The B-17 menticned in this report was never a captured aircrall and
wis B- 1TF (22-38584] that survived the war and was rransterred 1o rthe
Reconstruction Finance Corporation a1 Alws, Oklahoma on 4
Octaber 1945

Ihe Fighrh Air Force was, however, highly concerned about the
possthility of enemy operated B-17s and B-24s joining American
frormations. One repon was wsued by Adr [ntelligence during the
summer af 1943 wilh the ollowing intelligence estimate:

- The wse of B-175 by the enemy does offer possifilities which,
under present condttions, meye seem wordh irving, The limited
wretowhich capered aiverafi heve been pud i recorded from tie
frw ebserved tncident on 20 Apriil 1942 to the present. The Ger-
s Test e vhe 8- 1 7s for ohservation, staving our af range of
eitr, S0 caliber guevis. Since they they fave bean closely abrving
ot fgctics. When olowd or other openings appeared thep fave
Jofned our formations and by radio have noitfied other enemy
aireraft and pround sravions of aur every mave, Not haveng suffi
cienr 3 caliber ansmunmition, the Luftwale hus re-equip ped
thair B-17s with what appewrs to be 20 MM cannon. Cur
crews huve shown a great eagerness to shoot them down,
bul any such combat in the middle of 4 close formation is
i dtsell o case (or special study, Great restraint has been
pulon our bomber crews sothat we don’t wind ip shaonng
down our own ailrcraft Positive identitication that a B-17 s
an enemy plane has not proved as easy as one might expeact
The albsence of heavy bomb loads certainly enable enemy
B- 175 toout maneuver our heavily loaded sircraft, parmits

Alllad fighters discoverad this KG 200 B-24 at an airstrip near Halke dur-
ing aarly 1945. When tha fightars had finished, the Liberator was a lwis-
ted burned aut pile of wreckage. Tha Stammikennce/chen PB was carried
on the fuselage in Yellow. (Thamas E. Willlg)

CE LR e e R
Whilke in Maly Blonde Bomber I remained In US camouflage. The Lis
erator was repainied overall Dark Green at Rechlin and was displayed
as part of an exhibit of captured Allied aircraft an 26 Novamber 1841
[Thamas E. Williz}

them to carry mere armument and ammunition, and
allows them W stuy with ow lopmalions along their
entire MU,

I'his series of Eighth Al Force reports deal with enemy H-17
encountered by heavy bomber formations

Intzllizgence Memorandum, 4 May 1943, WII1 Bomber
=] 3
Command;

A unidentifted B-1 7 was observed by the 95 Bamb Growup fly-
ing al 22000 feel, Paendy mifles off Se Nezgive ar 1133 Tie
wnicleneified B-17 had grav loneving an the fuselage which
LSAAF vrows were unable to see clegrly enougi fo read. The
warisd gur winidows were clased and the atrerait was under con-
trod. Thoe 8- 1 7 made no cffort to jatn any (iraup and flew around
vitr Jormation, being ahserved e crews of Artsrh and 3k
Bomb Groups, Exemy fgivers died par aack. this lone 817

Mission debriel, Mission No &4, 15 June 943

eAr D743 e vvidenrified 8- 17 wars obyerved joiming the formu-
tian of the group beitind the observing group, This adecraft held
the itumher two position on the lead element afthe Tigh squad-
rout el wits seent fo leave e formation in the Londan argaan g
fretsidng of 200 degrees miagaetic ard an alrirude of 14000 fee,
Fi was naticed thar the walse windeows were clrised.,

— Intelligence reporr. Massion Mo 67, 25 June 1945, off the Fr-
sian Lslands:

A heavily comenflamed 817 was zeen lving with ihe formg-
tion ever the Flbe exeary. Fos color was Bghter than our atreraft
aved the windiows of the waivt gun postiions were closed, I disap-
precared afier oo oF Hree nainmies.,

LT John R. Turnar's B-24H-5-DT (41-28641) was re-captured by Allied :
forces near Salzburg in May of 1845, During late 13944, Heugtmenn
Stahnkeof KG 200 fleaw this Liberator [coded +KB) on supply missions
ta the Island of Rhodes from forward airfields near Vienna. (USAF)
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MISSION TO
MUNICH

Ond October 1944 the 14th Air Force dispamched a strong force ol
bumbers against Munich, the birth place of the Mation:il Sociulisl
Party. The Likerator force cnroute to the Refck included LT William
Wagzoner's Numher 39, g B-24G-10-N'T {42-78247) of 461:1 Bomb
Group, 49th Bomb Wing (which included the 451s1 and 484th
Groups). The 461t was based at Torrerta, Haly and by war's end
would fly 214 missions, drop 10844 fons of bombs, and loose

- sevenivelive Liberutoss in combal

The craws were alerted for the mizsion before dawn and break-
fast was followed by the pre-mission hriefing which cutlined the
mreet and roule (o be flown. Liberator humber 39 was assigned 1o
William E. Waggoner and his crew, which included; co-pilot Naor-
man C. Schlarp, navigator Rober R Brina, bombardier Paul 13,
Shuffer, enginesr Ralph [, Vinson, left waist gunner Frank L.
Howthorne top terret gunner Armand B Torgean, Ball lurrel gun-
ner John A. Peebles, nose luret gunner Woodreaw W, Smith and tail
turret gunner Edward J. Klepper.

The nose gunoer, Woodrow Smith,, remembers the mission 1o

|l Munich:

W took off at D700 from o base ie Southen Taly, We lost
Number One engive as we crosved the Alps. The pilor asked the
navigaior if i canld ploa course back fo base without oncoun-
fering fo ek flak. Phe navigator suid e could, biet the ca-pitor
spoke ip and satd we were fuese ten mainates from ihe ravger ard
suggested we stay with formation, so (faf is what we died

Chver the rareer we were it by Tak and lost s mone engines.
Fhar iefi anly Number Four engine running Our pilor, LT
Wagwoner, valled the bambardier ta sadva the hambs, Tie bom
beerelivr seid thar the bombs were already gone, and § knew we
were (v trowdle. L1 Wagmoner pulled ihe plune owd of fermation
gnid asked the navigator for a heading 1w Swirzerlond. The
navigarar mld iim to go between twe lakes West of Muesich A
iirele farer the pelod ol the pavigator that we canld nat make
Swirzerlandd that we were laxing alvirude o fase The pilot re-
staried Number One engine and the englneer, SGT Vinson,
called him thar Number One was on fire. LT Waggoner quickly
pilled the frre exunpuishers puiliing out the fire,

The pilot Bill Waggoner canlinues the story:

As I revall we wore it by flak that krocked oui Number Two
und Three engines. Anather flak kurst hiv divevtly under the co-
pilor's seat wounding {1 Noeman Schlarp, We cosld not maie-
qain anr pasition in the formabion, so I decided 1oy for
Swizerland Hui the Libergior could not marntaiy alitude on
one enpime Foffered the crow the option 1 eitier hail out o stay
with me, becawe T epuld not leave tha co=pilot to orash with the
plare. So I landed on the first feld §saw.

Woodrow Smith remembered the last minutes aboard the stric-
sen Liberator:
Twns patd it e mase fvrer o could see the burnt engine, 1
theught 1 wos Josing il but it ivened out to be carbor dinxide
fire fighiing foarm. I cailed the pilor and told hum ! thoughi he
was dwosimg oil _from Number One engine, He suid for the

B-24G-10-NT [42-78247) was captured after a forced landing al Lands-
berg-Panzing airield on 4 Oct 1944, After being repairad tha Liberator
was assigned the Stammkennzeichen CL+XZ and allotted to Erpro-
bungssielle der Luftwatfe at Ainring-Horsching during November af
1944. (Harold Werner)
navigatorand Lo clear the asse.  gor et of my rarver, meked up
iy parchde, and wernt i the hamd hay 1o the waist — retdy
ped foaFrge.
Builers were fTving through the plune ws we (i the grownd
When 1 jumped our the back escupe hach SGT Hawthome
asked e whar counmry this ey e Fold s i was Gamany
He was wnder the imprission that we fad made it 1 Swir-
zertand. Wewere iaken privoner by the Germarns. This waswhen
I fourd eur char LT Schlarp was injured. The Germans had
same of ws carry i out and fay B e the grass, then they
mrarched us away. Lt Waggoner did o marvelous jok af feing
and probahly saved all owr lives. LT Schiarp was @ fine yaung
an, evervone liked him ord hoped he would recover

1at LT Waggoner landed the B-24G at Lundsberg-Penzing air-
field at 1245, The crew was raken w the Interrogation Center at
Cherursel. Alter questioning, the afficers were sent 1o Stalag Lufi Lal
Burth and the enlisted men were twansterred 10 Stalag Lufi [V al
Gross Tychow where they were liberated by Soviel lroops in May
ol 1945,

‘I'he mortally wounded Norman G Schlarp was taken to the
Hospital at S1 Ottilien near Landskerg, Dispite the efforts of the
Cierman doctors he died on 7 Ocrober and was buried in the Kloster
Cemelery in SL Onilien.

The Liberator was repaired at Landsberg-Penzing airfield and
assigned the Saammikenmzaichen T4 XZ, The B-24 was translerred
to the Flugfunkforschungsinsting at Oherpfallenholen in Bavaria
Test pilul Huns-Werner Lerche ferried the Liberator to Obermplaf-
fenhofen und carried out a number of experimental flights with the
B-24. American radios and instruments were replaced hy German
cyuipment and the B-24 served as o test bed for expen mental rudar
prajects, Bill Waggoner's Liberator praved o be respunsible for
Hans-Werner Lerehe's narriage He met his lutune wile, Gertrand,
tarthe first ime in CL=XZ when she was working on the bomber s
elecircal swslem.

CL+X7 was transierred to the Lufiwaffi Erprabungsasile al

Ainring-Hirschingin Austria. A number of test flights were conduc-
wed ut Horsching between 6 and |1 November 1944, The ultimate fale
ol CL=+XZ is unknown but the aircralt is believed 1o have been des-
lroved by Allied straling attack,
The captured B-24G carrad out several lest flights for the Erprobungs-
stalis batwesn 6 and 11 November 1844, The American markings on
the port wing were overpainted and replaced by Baikenkrauz. The code
CL+XZ was carriad In Black against a White hackground on the fusalaga
gides, |[Herald Wemar)
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On 8 Septemhber 1944, 1,070 B-17s escoried by 633 fighters lent
England to bomb oil installations at Ludwigshafen, Karlsruhe,
Gustavenburg, und Kassel, The bombers diopped 2647 tns ol
hambs over the targets, lonsing len B-175,

384 B-17s of the 1st Air Division were assigned the LG, Farben
Werke ut Ludwigshaten and released 1014 tans of bombs over the
plani between 1143 and 1202, The Ludwigshafen furee included the
388th Bomb Group based at Muthampstead, Hertfordshire. The
Group had arrived in England during April of 1944 under the com-
mand of COL Frank P, Heater and flew s [irsl mission on &
May

The 398th Group furnished thirty-six Forresses for the mission
i Ludwigshafen. The Group formation consisled of a ‘lead’, "high’
and low’ Squadron, Flying in the "high” Formation was comhbat
veteran, SHADY LADY, a B-17G-45-110) (42-97355, coded 30*X ane
of the Ciroup's original inventory. SHADY LADY had llown fririy-
three missions over Germany. but for the Ludwigshalben mission she
was heing [lown by a new pilot und crew. Because af his mea-
perienee, 2ad LT Warren 1. Wade, had been assipned a position in
the rear of the formation, Wade eod his co-pilot Theodore L. Prevos!
hud flown several missions with other erews, bul this mission would
bethe 'Baptism af Fire' [or the men a5 4 crew Wade's crew included:
pavigator Burt 0. Bream, bombardier William A, Howell, engineer
Robert T. Ritter, radic operator John H. Rex, wauisl gunner Harrison
F. Brooks, ball turret gunner Wilhert ¥. Burns and tail gunner
Eugzne Gamba

The crew ol SHADY LADY during training before deplaying overseas.
Standing left to righl: bombardier William A. Howell, pilot Warren J.
Wade, co-pllat Theodore L. Prevost, navigator Burt D. Bream. Knealing
lelt 1o right: unknown Sergeant, radio oparator John H. Rex, engineer
Robert T. Ritter, tall Gunner Eugene Gamhba, walst gunner Harrison F.
Brooks, and ball turret gunner Wilberl Y. Burns. (Robart T. Ritter]

The sacond B-17G in this line of Fortresses at the Boeing Seattle plant

would become SHADY LADY of the 386th Bomb Group. Shawould Ialer
be forced down ovar Germany on 8 Septembar 1844, (Bowsing)

Al 1 shartly belore the formation reached the Initial Point.
SEADY LADY ran into serious traukle, The engineer, Rubert T. Rir-
ter. remembers e events:

e had noe reached the turpet area when we lost our Num-
ber Orie engine. $'m noi stre (f the engine was kit by g prece of
sirapred or i fus failed. In ary events, abl startedd powring fram
the engine and we were forced 1 shut it down and feather e
propaier. We lost vur positian in the furmation bt continned
an taward the farged. A linte later we lost our Number Twp
engtne and had iv feather thar prop. A this peint it was decided
ta jerrison aur hombs and piat a course for vier home berse, (3f
canrie this way nol o be, and we goon Just our Number Three
engine leaving ws with only the rght vutboard engine st
aperaring. With ihe loss of Number Two and Throe engines we
alen iom our light instrements including the anificial horizon,
Theve engines aperated Vacuum purmgps which i em aperuivd
ihe flighe instruments.

Thiv ended our hopey of reaching sur base in England. We
wire still flving, fowever, we could wor mawmiain altinds Aswe
desconded throwyh the cland caver, { left my pasition the upper
rrrer and stoud berween the pilot and co-pilot holding & radiv
fread wer by ihe cord to serve av a make shif arnficial haonzon

With only one engine (6 aferauon oul on the right wing we fiaed
1 keep the left wing from drapping or i would have led to a futal
spin. The head sev helped the prlog keep the wings fevel and pre-
ventad  spin, Wo wore descending at wbowt {50 Ta 2K et
prer minute ared were daw 10 aboui 4, 000 foer. At thes paini we
broke through the clowds and hagpened o Qi e Asing thermial
current, The resulting bump causes mae 1o fail between the piicts
into the passageway to the mese section. When 1 fell ] dost may
and LT Warren J. Wade crash landed SHADY LADY on one engine in a

fisld near Rachicourt Le Chateau, a small town betwaan Sarrebourg
and Chateau-Salins in the Alsace raglon of France. {Bundasarchiv)
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SHADY LADY'S ecora card indicates she had survived farty-threa mis-
sions over Germany. The pin-up gifl was inspired by a Varga drawing in
a U5 magazine and was painied on the Fortress by its reqular crew. The
dress and shoes are Black, and the band in her Blond hair is Blue,
{Bundaesarchiv)

feaclved amd was out conmmonicaiien with the rest of the crew. |
suppase Fwas sigghvte sewnned and T stowly reaiized thar some-
ane had fettivoned the forward escape acch §putfed mvselfover
o the opeming and when Dnoked out Lyaw thar we were gemng
Jerirdy dlove ro the ground, Knowing that some one had jumped,
aried mot Eroweng the sivation on e airerafi, T made a snap
devistori to Deail vae and dove head jirse owi the vpen door,

Kitler and the bombadier William A, Howell hit the ground
near Binville, Alsace (in German occupied Frunce) Howell had
struck his head on the aircrafl as he bailed out and was slightly
injured. Both men were lound by the French Underground and
laken to the home of Monsieur Maorce, a refired manager at
Einville

SHEADY LADY continued 1o descend and the plats decided 1o
crash land Wade ardered the crew to man their crash positions and
prepare lor a crash landing. He discoverad an open Neld, lowerad
the undercarriage and landed

The field was near a sizahle German force and the crew was
guickly captured by German rroaps and taken to the jail ar
Rechicourt le Chatean, The wirtually undamaged Fortress was
camouflaged with tree branches G hide o0 from prowling Allicd
fghlers, until the Swfivafe could weploce the damaged engines und
retrieve the Fortress. The Allies had air superiority over France and
itdid not take long for American fighters to discover the capturned
bomber. Repeated straling atracks lett SHADY LADY a pile of twis-
tzel burned out junk.

After heing questioned by the Nazis the crew was aken in an
epen stike truck to Haguenasu guardad by five 88 guards. At some

The porl waist gun position on SHADY LADY was mannad by SGT
Harrizon F. Brooks whao survived the ascapa attempt and spent the rest
of the war as a POW. (Bundesarchiv)

o e R ] e B A TR

il
e

¥ -
o o

i “H‘ .
F@; ot

ik o A g

Bill Howall and Bob Ritter ware takan to the homa of Monslaur Maurice,
a retirad manager In Einville whera they were |oined by two other dow-
ned US airmen. Guided by French resistance fighter, Paul Badot, the
faur American airman were taken 1o the American lines and eslablished
contact with the 4th Armored Division near Valhey on 18 September
1844, From lett to right: William A. Howell, Paul Bodot, LT Ray Reutar (P-
51 pilot), Captain Pierca MacKennon (P-51 pliot), and Robert T. Ritter.
{Paul Bodot)

point along the roule the erew thaught they had a chance 1o escape
and juinped Ltheir puards. LT Wade killed one of the guards and was
then killed by the others. In the confusion and wild firing, Eagene
Gamba and Wilberl Burns were both killed, one of the guards was
hit by his own compuanions, and LT Bream was wounded in the hip
Wade, Gamby wnd Burns were buned on | Seplember in the
cemetery at Haguensu. Burt Breaim was laken (o o hospital and
gventually re=joined John Bex, Harrison Brooks and Ted Prevost in
tha Kiet Heida POW camp ar Pomeria They were eventually
liberated by Soviel troops an 24 April 1945, after a torced march
o Annaburg,

Howell und River along with two Mustang pilows, Captain Pierce
MacKennon and LT Bay Reuter, were hidden in an abandoned sali
mine near Einville, MacKeunon had been foreed 1o bail out over
Parroy on 28 August and Reuter had been with the Underground
since 10 Seplember. Howell's liead wound was dressed by Doctor
Schneider and he had recovered sullicienty o travel.

Tt was decided to try and reach the Allied lines and Paul Bodot, a
French Underground fighter, volunteered to gaide the four Amer-
icans. The group made contact with the US 4th Armored Division at
Valhey an the alternoon of 18 September and the lour Americans
were ao0n hack in Bngland. Paul Bodot joinad the 4rh Armored
Division anid ended the war in Czechoslovakia. Bob Ritter znd Bill
Huowell were withdrawn [rom combal aod rotaled home Bay Rewter
re-joined his old squadron and was Killed in actionon 17 April 1945,
Pierce MacKennon becane the commander of an air base in Ger-
many and was kitled in a postwar flying accident

Alliad fighters found the Fortress before she could be repaired and
rapeated strafing attacks reduced her to a burned out pile of scrap
metal. A Garman infarmiryman raads the ingcription Oh My Darling that
had been painted under the port waist gun position. (Gino Kdnzhke)




Appendix 1

Known German Codes

Bocing B-17: DL+XC, SJ4+KY,DR+PE, 7+8 [
A3+ AE, A3+CE, A3+EE, A3+GE, I
A3+EK, A3+BB, A3+CB 1
Consolidated B-24:  KO+XA, CL+XZ, NF+LF, i
+KB8, +PE, |-RAIN l
Lockheed P-38; TB+XB. TO+MK i
Bell P-39; GE+DV {
Republic P-47; TR+EK, TO+LK, 749, 8+6 ‘
Morth American P-51; TB+CK, T94+HK, 847
Appendix 11
L L
American Aircraft Flown By The Luftwaffe |
Unit Us German
Type Serial # (Gp/Sq) Code Code Hickname Date Capturad At
B-17F-27-B0} 41-245%5 Wiisel PU-B DL+XC WOLF HOUND 12 ec 1942 Lecwwanden/™NL
B-17F-85-B0 42-3HkR 44 BU-K FLAK DANCER 26 Jun 1943 Luwny/Fr
B-17F-M)-BO 4230046 944335 TS-A DOWN AND GO 20 Jul 1943 Avedore Holme/THk i
B-17F-100-BO 42-30336 IHEAAE E 748 MISS NOMALEE Il B Do 1943 Varde/ Dk |
B-17G-25-DL 42-38017 1348 XR-0 3 Mar 1944 Schleswing/ e
B-17F-115-BC 4230713 19568 BIE PHYLLIS MARIE B Mar 1944 Werben/Ger !
B-17G-10-VE 129974 45373 9 Apr 1944 Vaerlose/Dk ‘
B-24D-1-CO 41-23654 b LR ') I-RAIN BLONDE BOMBER Il 2 Fab 1943 Pachino Tt
B-24H-5-DT 41-2H6d 453/732 MNone +KB 4 Feb 1944 Occupied Europe
R-ZaH=5F() 4520060 H9519 6 SUNSHINE 29 Mar 1944 Venegono/Tt j
B-24G-1-NT 4278106 460 NF+LF 9 Jun 1944 Fussach/Ger
B-Z24H=15-10T 41-2877 389/ 50 KO+XA 20 Jun 1944 Stettin/Pol i
B-24-10-MT A2-TR24T 4h1/TR5 30 CL+RZ 400t 1944 Peneing/ Ger
B-26B 41-1779W)  319/437  None 30t 1942 Moword Beveland/MNI |
F-5B-1-LO 42-68274 T9+MRK
P-33 GE+DV Summer 1943 Easlern Fronl
P-47D-2-FA 42-2245) 355-15H YF-U 7T+9 BEETLE T Mov 1947 Caen, Fr
ABBREVIATIONS Ger=Ciermany Dhk=Denmark  Fr=France It=Haly  Ni=Metherland  Pol=Poland
! [}

80 ;



“BEETLE”. a P-47D-2-RA (42-22490 YF*U) of the 355th Fighter Group
based at Steeple Morden. LT Roach landed “BEETLE” at Caen, France on 7
November 1943.

Shortly after landing at Caen, 6

S A1 1 \' [ 2SR “BEETLE” was painted with

German Balkenkrueze and a
PILOT-LT - W= E. ROACH Red cowling. The American

CREW CHIEF-5/61-EM.MORIN side code YF*U, however, was
retained.

“BEETLE” was repainted with American insignia
for a propaganda movie at Rechlin during early
1944. When the film was completed “BEETLE" was
repainted with German markings.
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